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LETTER h 



FROM A fc. 

f 

FREE MERCHANT in BENGAL, 

TO 

WARREN HASTINGS, Efq. 



HONOURABLE SIR; 

Y OUR reftoration to power, though by fuch 
an accident as that of the death of Colonel 
Monfon, has given great pleafure to the well 
withers to the profperity of Bengal, particularly 
as it has happened at fo critical a time, when the 
leafes of the whole lands of the kingdom are to be 
renewed. You have now an opportunity (uninter- 
rupted by the cavils of felfilh and interefted men) 
to exert your acknowledged abilities in Afiatic 
financing, as well as to correct any miftakes which 
you might have made in your former adjuftment, 
by the Committee of Circuit. 

A ^What 

/ 
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What you have done fince your acceflion to the 
chair, in fettling the Company’s revenues on a 
proper bafis, and regulating their civil and mili- 
tary expenses, is well known to every man at 
home and abroad, the leaft converfant in the af- 
fairs of this country. I (hall draw from it the only 
argument I think necefiary to prove, that it is 
from your integrity and abilities alone, we can 
hope to fee effected what yet remains undone, to 
make the natives of this country the happieft peo- 
ple under the fun, and the pofieflion of thefe pro- 
vinces the brighteft gem in the Britilh crown. 

Convinced that the extraordinary pains taken 
by your enemies, to accumulate falle and unfup- 
ported charges againft you, by every unjuftifiable 
means, in the hope thereby to overwhelm you in 
the opinion of the Englifh nation, will be fcen 
through and defpifed, I have not a doubt of your 
triumphing over them from the juftice of your 
caufe. Yet fhould I be miftaken, and the fupe- 
rior minifterial intereft, fo much boafted of by 
themfelves and agents, Ihould prevail for the pre- 
fent, you muft, and will, in the end, be confulted, 
and advifed with, by your Prince and fellow fub- 
jedtc, in order to bring to perfe&ion the great 
work you have begun. 

... „ ' .1 

My intention in addrefling this to you, is with 
the hope, that fome of the hints it contains will 

we 
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be of ufe, when you fhall come to form a plan 
for reftoring the now languilhing export trade of 
this country. Simple, crude, and ondigefted, as 
they are, fuch a penetration as yours will extract 
fomething ufeful from them. I (hall, therefore, 
without further apology, go on to point out, what 
I think have been the caufes of the decline of trade 
in this kingdom, and the means to retrieve it. 

I have frequently heard it affirmed, that the 
Hindoo, or original native inhabitants of thefe 
provinces, were in a better fituation with refpeft 
to the fecurity of their perfons and property, be- 
fore the Englilh conquered the country, than 
they have been lince. This I conftantly denied, 
from being well convinced, that a genuine native 
Bengal tiller, or manufacturer, that is capable of 
judging, if left to his choice, would rather live 
under the government of the Englilh, than under 
that of their ufurping Nabobs, which the Englilh 
drove out, or their predcceffors the Moguls. A 
eonqueftof Bengal ! when that phral'e is applied to 
the Hindoo inhabitants, it is improper ; to them 
it has been limply a change of matters. Many mil- 
lions of them know no difference between the Ma- 
hometans who entered their country from the north, 
and the Chriftians who came from the fouth, by 
the Bay of Bengal. Both have hitherto governed 
them by the fame agents-, both left them in quiet 
poffeflion of their religion, their cuftoms, and 
A 2 their 
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their manners. A poor limple inoffenfive race of 
tillers and manufacturers, as pufillanimous, tri- 
fling, and iofignificant, as the women and children 
of any other country. Conquer thefe 1 you never 
thought of it. But they had placed over them 
fome ages before, by the defendants from that 
great foldier of fortune Tamerlane, or Timur Begg, 
a- fet of talk mafters, who (tripped them of every 
thing acquired by their induftry, except a very 
bare fubflftence. To them fueceeded the rapa- 
cious revolting Subahs, or Nabobs, whom the 
Englifh drove out. I have often lamented that 
Clive did not, after the battle of Plafley, proceed 
direCtly to the Caramnalfa, whipping before him 
the motley tribe of freebooters which compofed 
the Nabob’s army, until he had driven the whole 
out of the country. I fay I wifh he had done this 
at once, becaufe his neglecting to do it then, has 
given caufe to many evils fince, which would 
thereby have been prevented. Such an entire 
change of mafters, would have been a fortunate 
circumftance to the real native inhabitants of this 
country, as it would be eafy to make appear : but 
at prefent, my time is taken up in attempting to 
point out remedies for the evils, which the coxr- 
queft of the country hy the Englifh hath brought 
about. . , - . . . . 

I , , . ' * 

* ’ t ’ ; . . * 

When the favourites of the Mogul Princes, who 
had obtained appointments in tfteie provinces, ac- 
. ... _ quired 
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quired riches, they fent it to Dellhy, or fome re- 
mote part of the empire, together with the neat 
proceeds of the revenue, or carried it with them 
out of the country, if they were recalled. In pro- 
cefs of time, thefe officers of the Emperors, or 
their defendants, taking advantage of the confu- 
lions in the empire, fet up for themfelves, and be- 
came the reigning Princes of the country. The 
collected treafure was then locked up in their own 
coffers, and not fent out of the provinces. 

V ' ■ ' ' 

« 

During the government of the Moguls, and 
that of the ufurping Subahs, the trade of the coun- 
try remained open and free to the adventurers of 
all nations, who entered it by the Bay of Bengal, 
in ffiips richly laden with filver and 1 gold, which 
they left behind, in exchange for the wrought ma- 
nufaftures and raw materials, the produce of the 
country. From whatever fe&ion of the globe 
thefe merchant-adventurers came, they brought 
with them fome bullion, as their import cargo, 
whatever it was, would not produce fufficient to 
pay for the goods they exported. I well remember 
the nature of the trade to this kingdom, before the 
'Engl iffi took charge of it 4 and I believe I keep 
within the bounds of truth, when I fay, that the 
balance of trade in favour of this country, which 
was brought to them by the Europeans, and the 
people poffefllng the territories on the eaft and 
weftern fides of the Bay of Bengal, amounted to a 

million 
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miUiou fierhng annually, not one ounce of which 
was in thofe days again exported. 

Such was the date of the kingdom when the 
Englilh were obliged, in felf defence, to wage 
war with the ufurping Subahs, or Nabobs, whom, 
in the end, they drove out, and in procefs of time, 
took the government into their own hands. In 
the ftruggle for power, there can be no doubt, but 
that the natives fuffered in perfon and property j 
but whether the Nabob’s, or the Englilh army, 
lhould prove victorious, a very numerous majority 
among them would not have given three farthings •, 
ignorant, as they then were, of the good fortune 
the change brought them. To plough their fields, 
and weave their cloth in quiet, was all they 
wifhed ; nor were they capable of judging under 
the government of which of the contending powers 
they lhould be molt at their eafe. 

Suppose a very numerous flock of Iheep, which 
had for fome ages been tended by a fmall number 
of Ihepherds, who, for their own intereft, covered 
them tolerably well from beafts of prey, but at the 
end of each year, ftripped them quite bare of their 
fleece, which they fold, and locked the money up 
in their own coffers ? 

■j 

Again : fuppofe -that another gang of Ihepherds, 
from another country, and of a very different call, 

having 



It.) 

having a quarrel with the old fhepherds, attack 
and drive them out, feize their wealth, and lay 
claim to the Iheep ; thefe lad, though greatly in- 
ferior in number to their predeceffors, yet excel 
them in every art of managing a flock, jn making 
fences, and defending them from beads of prey, 
as well as in the arts of civilization, and atts of 
tendernefs and humanity ; will not the lad fliate of 
fuch a flock, or, to drop the metaphor, fuch a 
people, equally helplefs, though not quite fo in- 
nocent, be better than the firft ? 

I made the above digreflional remark, purely 
to fhew, that the date of the natives is exadly fimi- 
lar to what it was before the capture, as far as it 
relates to their cufloms, ufages, civil and religious 
rights j for of thefe no attempts have been made 
to alter them ; prote&ion from foreign enemies is 
infinitely more fecure ; and their oppreffions from 
government, I am well allured, much lefs. 

I return now to the original caufe of the decline 
of foreign trade, and the reafons why there is great 
ferns of'money annually fent out of the kingdom, 
and very little imported for the purpofes of trade, 
which are the evils brought on by the conqueft 
made of the country by the Englilh, and which I 
wilh to fee remedied. 
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The efforts the Company had made in the late 
war, to maintain their acquifitions in the Eaft 
Indies, had, in fome meafure, diftrefied their af- 
fairs at home : they expe&ed, and they had a right 
to expeft, that their inveftments from Bengal 
would be annually increafed, from their new 
funds of wealth, without fending out in their fhips, 
any more bullion from England. After the year 
1757, they fent little or none to Bengal: nay, 
they ordered their fervants in Bengal, to fend mo- 
ney to Madrafs and to China. The war with 
France prevented the fhips of that nation from 
coming here : and about the fame time, the Dutch 
began to be fupplied on eafy terms by private peo- 
ple, and of courfe imported no more money. From 
this period, to the war with Coflim Ally in 1763, 
the fums of money fent out of the kingdom, by 
public and private people, were immenfe: and 
the above mentioned Prince is faid to have carried 

> 

with him large fums in his retreat from the pro- 
vinces. 

Notwithstanding the vaft exportation of 
wealth, there was yet left fufficient for a full and un- 
impeded circulation, for the purpofes of commerce. 
For whether the furplus was fecreted by private per- 
fons, locked up ip the treafury of the Nabobs, 
carried off" by the Mogul officers, or re-exported 
by the new pofleflors, it did not affeft the welfare 
of the kingdom, whilft there yet remained fufficient 

for 
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for to anfwer all the purpofes oF mercantile circula- 
tion. -i 

1 About the time Lord Clive returned the laft 
time to India, a fcarcity of currency was complain- 
ed of at the prefidency, but not much felt in the 
provinces ; and even this evil, fo much talked of 
at Calcutta, the Englilh feat of government, was 
removed for the prefent, by throwing into currency 
a number of gold mahors, of a new ftandard and 
value. 

It was in the beginning of the government of 
Mr. Verelft, and during his adminiftration, that 
the caafes of the ruin of the export trade took 
place, and have increafed annually, until fome of 
the beft branches are nearly loft. 

Lord Clive, on his return to Europe, laid fuch 
flattering ftatements of the lituation of the Compa- 
ny's affairs in India before the nation, that it had 
much fuch an effect on the minds of the Directors 
of the Company, Proprietors of Stock, and people 
in general, as the fouth fea bubble had fome fifty 
years before. Dividends were increafed ; flock 
rofe; the miniftry put in for a {hare in the name of 
government; and the managers in Leadenhall- 
Street, ufed every means of ftock jobbing chicane- 
ry to keep the power in their own hands. Great 
latitude was given in contracts for goods; and 

high 
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high freight paid for {hips, to fuch as could pro- 
cure votes, in order to keep the then rulers of the 
Company in the direction of their affairs. Verelfl: 
was called on eagerly, and for God’s fake, to fend 
them fupplies ; and this gave the firft idea of buy- 
ing goods here for the Company with ready mo- 
ney ; the moft fatal ftroke to the trade of this 
country, that could pofiibly have entered into the 
head of man. 

Whilst every man in and out of the fervice, at 
Bengal, exclaimed bitterly againft fending bullion 
out of the country, they all agreed, that the bell: 
mode to relieve the Company, was to increafe the 
cargoes of their returning {hips, by opening the 
warehoufe door for the reception of goods, to be 
paid for with ready money. The Company’s 
ftandard for goodnefs in quality, could not be at- 
tended to ; for that would have {hut out almoft all 
that were offered. That line, like the line of recti- 
tude, once forfaken, is hard to be recovered. 
Goods were admitted of fo inferior a quality, that 
it deftroyed the very purpofe for which they were 
bought. The amount of the invoices from Ben- 
gal were increafed *, but the account fa!e in Europe 
fell fhort. Complaints were made ; but it was too 
late; the evil fpirit once admitted, introduced 
others more wicked than himfelf. The eagerr.efs 
of the inhabitants to procure goods to fell to the 
Company, gave caufe to the debafing of the ma- 
nufactures 
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nufa&ures all over the kingdom. The Dutch, 
the French, private adventurers, dealers of all 
kinds, became the impatient rivals of each other. 
The (hips from Europe could not return without 
cargoes ; and the manufacturers finding a vend 
for their goods, however ill wrought, took lefs 
pains in making of them. How far the evil has 
fince extended, and into what innumerable branches 
it has fpread out, might be thought tedious, if 
not invidious, to relate. The fadt is notorious 
and plain. I feel no pleafure in dwelling on ir, 
further than is necelfary, to point out the caufes 
of the decline of trade, the bad effefh of which are 
now fo feverely felt. 

The Company foon became fenfible of the evil 
tendency of the new mode of procuring goods, 
and after throwing the whole odium of it on their 
fervants abroad, in the eyes of the nation, gave 
orders to revert back to the old methods of pro- 
curing their inveftments. 

I have faid, that though in the days of the Su- 
bahs, the people were full as much, if not more, 
opprefied, than they have been at any time fince, 
yet the fources from whence wealth flowed into 
the kingdom, remained open. But this could not 
long be the cafe after a change of mailers. The 
Englilh never can aflimilate with the natives of 
Bengal ; it is not to the intereft of their country 

that 
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that they Ihould. They come to fettle in this 
country but for a time, and with a view to the 
bettering of their fortune ; when that is effedred, 
they return, and ever will return, if they live to 
effed the purpofe for which they come. A Euro- 
pean, and a Hindoo Banyan, the firft day they 
meet, are as much inclined to ferve and afiift each 
other, as on the day they feparate, though they 
may have been matter and fervant for twenty 
years. The tie arofe at firft from a view to their 
mutual intereft, in the moft grofs and pecuniary 
fenfe of the word. It is not pofiible they can have 
any other. They wrangle about accompts the firft 
month of their acquaintance ; they do the fame the 
laft week, perhaps day, that they are together. 
The European hath procured what he came for, 
and will flay no longer : the Hindoo has made 
the moft of the European’s courage, influence, 
and adventurous mercantile abilities, he pofiibly 
could. They part in general, with as little feeling 
for each other, as a travelling gueft doth with his 
roadfide landlord, and take leave of each other in 
much the fame language : * Adieu, Majler Charge- 

* well ,’ fays the European, * your entertainment is 

* very good , but your houfe is confounded hot.' To 
which the Hindoo replies, ‘ God blefs your honour ; 

* I hope you will recommend me to any of your friends 

* that may chance to come this way* 

In 
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In fuch a revolution as that mentioned above, 
it was irapofiible but that numbers of individuals 
among the conquerors, muft have acquired large 
property : They did acquire it ; and with it they 
feem to have obtained the deteftation of their 
countrymen, and the appellation of Nabobs as a 
term of reproach. Yet they took it not from the 
poor flieep above alluded to, but from their tyran- 
nical taik- matters, who had forced the new comers 
into a war of felf defence, which, however, ended 
in driving away the former fhepherds ; after which 
they fhared the fpoil among themfelves. 

It is much eafier for their countrymen to abufe 
them for feizing the fpoil, than to prove, that in 
fimilar circumftances, they would not have done 
the fame thing : and it is owing to mere accident, 
that it proved more pernicious in their hands, 
than in the hands of their predeceflprs in the go- 
vernment. 

The great wealth which had for a long courfe 
of time flowed into Bengal, came from the weft ■, 
unluckily the late conquerors of the country came 
aifo from the weft. PofielTed of fo immenfe a trea- 
fure, they were impatient to tranfport it to their 
own country, where alone they could enjoy it. 
Here again I am induced to form another wifh, 
which, at firft view, like that in which I lamented 
LordClive’s not having proceeded to the entire con- 

_ . quell 
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queft of the kingdom, immediately after the battle 
of Plaffey, inftead of making an unfubftantial peace, - 
wears but a very indifferent appearance-, yet the 
evil confequences which have flowed from its not 
having -been put into execution, will juftify it. I 
wifh then that Lord Clive and his Council, had (hip- 
ped off for Europe, or for China, if you like it bet- 
ter, every rupee of the wealth acquired by the con - 
quefi , or that could have been found in the country, 
excepting what was barely fufficient for the purpo- 
les of commerce and internal circulation ; or even 
to have funk it in the fea, would have been lefs per- 
nicious, than the evils which have enlued by the 
means which have been ufed to remit it to Europe. 

It has been already obferved, that foon after 
the battle of Plaffey, the Europeans of all nations 
ceafed to bring bullion with them to Bengal-, let- 
ters of credit ferved their purpofe full as well. It 
was the fame with the country fliips -, the owners 
and captains of which, had only to give tolerable 
fecurity, that the money they took up at Bengal, 
flhould, in three, four, or even five years, be fent 
to Europe, to obtain what fums they pleafed. This 
facility of obtaining money on very moderate terms, 
gave rife to a fpirit of adventure, as pernicious to 
the manufactures of this country, as flock jobbing 
is to fair trade : innumerable fehemers arole, who 
undertook the fending money to Europe, by every 
rout through which it formerly found its way to 
' India. 

t 
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India. Thcfc unnatural attempts to force back 
the ftream of wealth to its fountain head, had the 
fame effect in mercantile polity, as the attempting 
to force a great river, with all its fupplies and ac- 
quifitions of water, after a long courfe of running, 
back through the little channel from whence it took 
its rife : it overwhelmed the fchemers with ruin. 
Had it ended there, it would not have fignified 
much j but its baneful influence extended much 
further. Thefe new adventurers became rivals to 
the Company, and to one another. Their eager- 
nefs to buy up the manufactures of the country, 
raifed the price, and funk the real value : for the 
goods were fo much debated, that though they 
coft more than thirty per cent, above what the fame 
goods had formerly coft, yet at the markets to 
which they were carried, they would not produce 
any thing like their prime coft, and many of them 
would not fell at all. At this unlucky period, the 
kingdom was vifited by that moft dreadful of all 
calamities, a famine, which fwept away, perhaps, 
one fourth part of the labouring people : this in* 
creafed the difficulty of obtaining wrought goods, 
and contributed ftill more to the debafing of their 
texture, which, by its effe&s, almoft entirely an- 
nihilated the former great and beneficial trade of 
white cloth, from Bengal to the Gulfs of Mocha 
and Perfia. 




( *6 ) 

In the Afiatic fe&ion of the globe, the filk and 
cotton . manufactures of Bengal, which were for- 
merly to famous all the world over, had now loft 
their value, and were no longer .fought after: 
others were found out which anfwered the purpofe 
full as well, and came much cheaper. Yet the 
European nations ftill coveted the goods of this 
country. Firft, from a jealpufy.to.one another j 
fecondly, for the fake of the raw materials it pro? 
duced; thirdly, from their having nothing to. fub* 
ftitute in place of the coarfe and fine.cotton cloths 
of Bengal, which, inferior as theytwere, to thofe 
formerly manufadlured, ftill fold for a final! profit 
in Europe i and laftly, the Englilh Eaft India 
Company had no other method of drawing home 
the tribute from their Indian fubjedfcs. The trade 
carried on in the country vefiels, inftead of being, 
as formerly, in favour of Bengal, was abfolutely 
againft it. I will feledt two or. three inftances 
from a great number, which I could produce in 
proof of what I fay, and then quit the difagreeable 
fide of the queftion. , 



Before the capture of Calcutta, a fhip of five 
hundred tons, belonging to Surat or Bombay* 
when Ihe made a voyage to Bengal, came full 
loaded with cotton* the proceeds of her cargo 
amounted to about eighty thoufand rupees but 
as this wad inefficient to load her home with fugar, 
lalt petre, raw filk, and filk piece goods of va- 
rious 
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p rious kinds, (he either brought with her a letter 
of credit, the exchange on which was in favour of 
\ Bengal, or the balance in cafti. 

4 - ✓ 

A ship of the fame dimenfions now, when (he 
has fold her cargo of cotton, lades on board a 
cargo of coarle rice,, and with the balance in money, 
-proceeds to the Coromandel coaft, or Ifland of 
Ceylon, where having fold the rice, and purchafed 
dollars, (he goes on to Batavia for fugar, as that 
article is not now to be had at Bengal, cheap and 
in plenty as heretofore. If flie proceeds home di- 
reft, the returns are made in money, rice, fome 
trifling quantity of raw filk, and filk piece goods, 
all of which the captain, or fupercargo, would 
•willingly make over to any perfon, that would in- 
fure them the difference in the exchange, between 
Bombay and Bengal current rupees, without other 
^advantage of any kind, to reimburfe them for the 
(hip's charges, freight, and premium on money ; 
and this becaufe the markets of Surat and Bombay, 
are fupplied with fugar and raw filk, much better 
and cheaper from China ; a very late and new dis- 
covery, which has arofe from the negleft to culti- 
vate the firft, and in debafing the quality of the 
laft, and highly pernicious to the trade of thefe 
(provinces : fo that if there Was not a fale for cotton 
at Bengal, the trading communication between 
thefe two Englifh prefidencies, would abfolutely be 
at an end. As to the eaftern trade, formerly fo 

B advantageous 
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advantageous to this kingdom, it is carried on al* 
motl intirely by the fcheming remittance-mongers 
above mentioned, under every poflible difad van- 
tage. Before, and even fince, the capture of Cal- 
cutta, die trader to the eaftward carried with him 
from Bengal, rice for ballad, a little fait petre, 
with fome piece goods ; but Patna opium was the 
principal article : it was generally good, and cod 
from two hundred and feventy-five to three hun- 
dred and fifty rupees per ched. This difference in 
the price depended on the demand abroad, not as 
now, an eagernefs for remittance of property to 
Europe. His cargo fold, the returns to Bengal 
were made in pepper, fome little tin, cloves, dam- 
mar, and rattans, but modly in virgin gold, which 
contributed much to the enriching of this country. 

A' 

Our prefent adventurers hurry out with what 
they call opium, for which they pay more than 
double the former price : piece goods are fo de- 
bafed they will not fell, fo that now they do not 
export any ; fait petre is become too dear, and 
rice fpoils the opium, that is what they call fuch, 
for in fad it is a vile infamous compound, which 
in a few months dries up to powder. I mean not 
to indulge in myfelf the fpirit of inventive, and here 
once for all declare, that in my complaining, I 
have no particular individual in view : but I can- 
not omit to fay, that I feel for the honour of my 
^ countrymen, when they fink fo much below the 
charader 
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character of Englifh merchants, in the miferable 
arcs they permit to be ufed, to give this adulterated 
fluff the appearance of opium, in order to impofe 
on the Maldays. Tin, pepper, and other articles 
fit for the China market, is what they fee k, which 
they put on board large fhips, appointed to meet 
them in certain ftations to take their cargoes, by 
way of remittance to China-, where the proceeds 
, are paid to the Englifh, French, Danes, Swedes, 
&c. for bills on Europe. — The veffel returns to 
Bengal with a cargo of vile lumber. 

, » 

Heretofore the European fhips, exclufive of the 
Company’s goods, brought, under the denomina- 
tion of private trade, articles for fale, to the 
amount of, perhaps, ten thoufand pounds per 
fliip •, the returns were made in different kinds of 
filk and cotton goods, the manufactures of Bengal, 
If the captain and officers had money to fpare, it 
was depofited in the Company’s cafh here, and 
they were repaid in London; An increafe of Eu- 
ropean inhabitants, and our full proportion of 
luxury, hath produced vend for double the quan- 
tity of thole articles of private trade. The manu- 
factures, debated as they are in quality, and raifed 
in price, will no longer anfwer the purpofe of the 
captain and officers, to carry them to Europe. 
The Company, I think, admit each fhip to pay 
in about five thoufand pounds into their treafury, 
for bills on Europe. The balance which arifes on 
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the fale of the private trade, imported on eight 
(hips, may be eftimated to amount annually ta 
one hundred thoufand pounds, and this is carried 
out of the kingdom in cafh. It will anfwer no 
purpofe to multiply particular inftances, in proof 
of the great ruin which is thus advancing with 
quick and large ftrides towards us. A good Eng- 
lilhman will feel fufficient mortification in taking 
one general view of the deplorable difference of 
the fituation in the balance of trade, as it relates to 
the future welfare of this great mercantile kingdom. 

Twenty-five years ago, vefFels, of whatever fize 
or denomination, or from Whatever quarter of the 
globe they imported, brought with them a tribute 
of gold and filver, which they left behind on the 
banks of the Ganges. — What a cruel reverie do we 
experience ! There is not a veflel which now trades 
to this port, from Ihips of the firft magnitude and 
figure included, down to a paltry fait importing 
dony from the coaft of Orifla, that doth not carry- 
money out of the country. 

You, Sir, who are blefled with the generous 
feelings of a noble heart, who love your country, 
and know its mercantile interefts, will be but too 
well convinced, that I need not produce other 
difagreeable inftances to prove the truth of my 
poftulatum. Here then let it reft ; I turn from it 
witli great pleafure to a more pleafing talk ■, for I 
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feel as full a conviction on my mind, that the re- 
medy is as certain, and within our reach, as that 
the ruin is inevitable, if the exportation of cafh is 
permitted to be carried on for a few years longer. 

Prompted by gratitude for the public good you 
have done, I would here willingly offer up a tribute 
of praife in the ftile of honeft panegyric, but I 
want language, and the neceffary talents to do 
youjuftice. Befides, you enjoy a godlike pleafure 
in going on filently to do your duty, leaving ex- 
ternal rewards to the juftice of your country. 

I set out with boldly affirming, that the genuine 
native inhabitants of this country, have had on the 
whole, their condition bettered by the late change 
of mailers. The lower andmoft ufeful fort of them, 
are an inoffenfive, quiet, frugal people, wedded to 
the foil which they cultivate, neatly and cleanly, 
in the ftile and manner of their forefathers. They 
have very little knowledge of, or intercourfe wich, 
their fuperior lords. They increafe and multiply ; 
plant their field in due feafonj near unto whifch, 
under the (hade of fome friendly grove of trees, 
they ereCt their little huts, which are compofed of 
mud, fraall fticks, draw, and mats. Simple as 
they are, by annual repairing, they ferve them 
from generation to generation. Prom thefe they 
watch their growing harveft ; and in thefe they 
fpin their thread, and weave the cloth, to procure 
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which ye come fuch a diftance from home. They 
render to Crefar fuch things as are Caefar’s, and 
fleep contented with what is left them. Scorpions 
fling the heart of that man who would difturb 
their innocent repofe, or make their pittance lefs ! 
Engli/hmen will not ! They durfl: not do it. Op- 
prefiing and deftroying the poor naked natives, and 
the timely fending Nabobs to fleep with their fathers, 
is mere declamation, critically introduced to ferve 
the ambitious purpofes of felfifh individuals, by 
the wretched Bolts , and yet more wretched Dow. 
As to population, for which we muft depend on 
the above harmlefs order of beings, I am certain it 
is in a much better way than in the days of their 
former matters ; for they are better covered from 
internal and external injuries. Corn grows as kindly; 
the filk worm feeds as eagerly, and fpins as well : 
the earth is not more fieri 1, or doth it render up its 
treafures with greater reludlancy, or in lefs abun- 
dance, to its Chriftian lords, than in the days of 
yore, to its Hindoo or Mahometan rulers. The 
barriers to the kingdom are fo well fecured, as to 
infure peace to the provinces to as diftant a period 
as you p'eafe. The fea is your own ; and there is 
yet remaining in the country, money fufficient for 
circulation, and every purpofe of commerce. 
Forgive the injuries you have received, confign 
the paft to oblivion, and boldly begin the work 
anew. The above. Sir, are the materials you 
have to work with ; nor do I wilh them put into 
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better hands. But the work expected from you is 
great, it is arduous. The profperity of your mo- 
ther country, and the happinefs of this, in a great 
degree depend on it. You have the talents ne- 
ceflary; honefty, courage, humanity, and perfe- 
verancc ; ufe them. Sir *, the caufe is a glorious 
one, in which, if you fucceed, (and I have not 
the lhadow of a doubt but that you will,) it will 
raife you to the point to which every noble and 
generous foul looks up — honeft fame . 

There is one, and but one remedy, for all our 
prefent, as well as for thofe evils which wc appre- 
hend will come upon us. It is the reftoring, as 
foon as poflible, not only the manufactured goods, 
but alfo the raw materials for trade, to their pri- 
mitive goodnefs and price. You have laid the 
foundations on which to ereCt this glorious ftruc- 
ture ; the moment is favourable to go on with the 
building. Look down on, and leave behind you, 
the miferable planners of new taxes, whofe parrot 
jargon means nothing more than raifing their in- 
tereft at home, by forming fchemes of drawing 
money into the treafury, however opprefiive to 
the farmers, manufacturers, and merchants, under 
the ftale and worn out cant, of its being for the in- 
terefl of our honourable majiers the Eaft India Corn* 
fany. It is not the Company’s only, but the na- 
tional intereft, which is blended in, and interwoven 
with, the profperity of Bengal. No narrow, 
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wretched tide-waiter’s plan, will fuit die occafion. 
It mud be a fcheme in which the whole legal 
power of the ftate muft be employed, and a fteadi- 
nefs equal to your own to put it in execution; 

In the reafoning I may hold, and the hints I 
may give, I mean to avoid meddling, as much as 
poffible, with the financing branch. I am by no 
means matter of the fubjed ; and if I was, to you 
my remarks would be ulclefs, as I know you have 
abilities to form, and fteadineis to abide by your 
own plan, which hitherto hath proved fo falutary, 
and which, with fome few alterations, which you 
have now the opportunity to make, promifes fo 
well in future. 

There is notin any country in the world, of 
which 1 have any knowledge, a more pernicious 
race of vermin in human Jhape, than are the nu- 
merous caft of people known in Bengal by the ap- 
pellation of Sircars *, they are educated, and trained 
up to deceive i fervile, mean, artful, cowardly, 
and flavilh. Their knowledge of writing and 
figures, and the indolence of their matters, induces 
a necelfity of employing them ; but the inftant 
you delegate to them the lead degree of power, 
they are changed into tyrants the moft unfeeling 
and mercilcfs in the univerfe. 



Soosf 



Digitized by Google 




( *5 ) 

Soon after your acceffion to the government, 
you diflodged a neft of thefe blood-fuckers, and 
by fo doing, gave relief to the general trade of the 
country, the good effects of which were immediate- 
ly felt all over the kingdom. This was in abo- 
lilhing the chowkies placed on the banks of the 
rivers. They were a grievous and opprefllve bur- 
then to the merchants'who tranfported goods from 
one province to another. Thefe, with the tax on 
marriages, and lome others fuppreffed fince, em- 
ployed a number of vile Sircar collectors, yet 
brought litde into the public coffers. 

There are flill remaining other fuch like griev- 
ances, under the denomination of government 
cuftom-houfes, or inland chowkies. I wifh the 
collections made at thefe, were compared with the 
expences for keeping them up, and the balance in 
favour of the ftate, fet againft the hardfhips, the 
teizing, perplexities and opprefiions, which the 
people in general fuffer from the numerous band 
of petty collectors, who arc always feleCted from 
the Sircars above mentioned, I dare believe you 
would, on a view of fuch comparative ftatement, 
abolifh the whole. It muff be that the people 
would find great relief from a general fuppreffion 
of all kinds of chowky duties. It Ihould be pub* 
lifhed in every village all the country over * nor 
fhould the officers of government be permitted to 
levy fuch duty under any pretence whatever. As 
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things arc now, the harpies above mentioned col- 
led twelve per cent, and the ftate benefits not one-. 

I come next to the duties levied at Calcutta, on 
goods manufactured in the country, and thofe ex- 
prefsly for the purpofe of exportation, exclufive of 
the inland opprefiions where the cloth is made. 
The government cuftom mafter draws two and one 
half per cent, the Calcutta cuftom-houfe two per 
cent, the fees of both offices, expence in landing, 
houfing for examination, and reffiipping, brings 
the charge up to five per cent. Can this, be right ? 
Our export trade is already extremely decayed, 
and will not the continuation of fo fevere an import: 
link itftill lower? The loading your own articles 
of exportation with heavy duties, is contrary to the 
policy obferved by all the ftates in Europe, who 
pretend to the leaft knowledge in commercial 
polity. 

Since you, Sir, paid off the Company’s bond 
debt, their revenue is no longer mortgaged. Your 
land tax and fait duties, after anfwering every de- 
mand of the ftate for the ciirrent year, leave you a 
large annual balance: you therefore do not want 
the money arifing from thefe injudicious taxes. But 
admitting that you do' want it, lay it additionally 
on the imports, all of which, except the article of 
cotton, had better be burthened than the manu- 
factures of the kingdom, on a great and free ex- 
portation of which our whole depends. 

We 
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We are certain great part of our export' trade is 
loft. We can give a tolerable guefs from wbat acci- 
dents it has been loft. The evil daily grows upon 
us. Attempts muft be made to check this evil. 
But as no man can fay that his particular plan 
will anfwer the intended purpofe better than that 
of his neighbour, it behoves the wifdom of go- 
vernment to attend to every thing which is offered. 
It cofts them nothing: Nor is there any fcheme fo 
serial, but fomething ufeful may be extrafted from 
it. The invention of the brazen bull made it dear 
to the tyrant, that the maker was a horrid monfter, 
unworthy to live. Schemes to lay taxes, and grind 
the face of the poor, are eafy to plan — There are 
five hundred Empforis and Dudley's to one Colbert . 
You, Sir, I am confident, wifli to fill the national 
fpunge, until its commerce flows again in the 
natural channel. If I prove fo happy as to contri- 
bute one Angle idea towards it, I fhall feel my re- 
ward ; for I love my country, and am interefted in * 
the welfare of every branch of the Britilh empire. 

I have been allured by a perfon well verfed in 
the revenue department, that the collections have, 
fince your accelfion, been put on fo certain a foot- 
ing, that with the leaft economy in the civil and 
military departments, there will remain at the end 
of each year, a balance in the treafury of one hun- 
dred and twenty lacks of rupees, * ■ 

I HAVE 
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I have alfb heard that it is a refolution of go- 
vernment, that one hundred lacks of this treafure, 
{hall be fet afide as a facred fund, not to be touch- 
ed but in cafes of extreme neceflity * and that the 
furplus of each fucceeding year, after deducting 
about eighty lacks for the purpofes of the Compa- 
ny’s inveftment, (hall be ihipped off, as hath been 
the cafe this year, to fupply the Company’s fetde- 
ments at Bombay and China. 

Did the export trade of the kingdom flourifh as 
it formerly did, and bullion, though in a much 
fmaller proportion, flow in from all quarters, as 
before the conqueft, a large fum of money being 
every year locked up in your feparate fund, and 
ample fupplies fent annually to other fettlements, 
it would not fignify much. But as it is but too 
evident, that the very reverfe of this is the cafe, is 
it not to be feared, that fuch locking up with one 
har.d, and fending abroad with the other, will but 
too fjon cramp the general circulation in all the 
provinces, and render it impofiiWe for the farmers 
to pay their rents ? Can it be neceflary for me to 
repeat here, that the Company’s (hips carry out eve- 
ry year, more private property in gold and filver, 
than the Company in any period of time imported ? 
Providence, for wife purpofes, which muft be evi- 
dent to every reflecting perfon, has denied to this 
country, mines of the precious metal, which, in 
various lhapes, ferve the inhabitants of the whole 
globe for figns in trade. 

A MAN 
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A man of a ftudious and pious turn of thinking, 
finds his gratitude raifed, and his foul refrelhed, in 
contemplating the goodnefs of God, in the difpofal 
of what man eagerly feeks after in all quarters of 
the world, as the good things of this life. He 
views with wonder and aftonilhment, the Spa- 
niard and Portugueze, toiling on both fides the 
great fouthern continent, in the weftern world, in 
queft of filver and gold, which as foon as they have 
obtained, they fly with it to the northern hemi- 
fphere, where, with equal avidity, it is fnatched 
from them, by the Englifh, Dutch, and French, 
and tranfported with ftill more toil, and at greater 
rifle of health and life, to the extremes of the eaft- 
ern world, and there bartered away for the produce 
Of thofe diftant countries j while the Indian, with 
flill greater avidity and eagernefs than the former 
pofleflors, commits the glittering fpoil, once more, 
to coffers, chefts, or into holes and corners of the 
earth. 

The legiflator will note thefe providential ar- 
rangements as well as the philofopher, and if he is 
wife, and deferves the appellation of good, he will 
ftudy, and draw benefit from a knowledge of, but 
never attempt to counteract them, and will reftrain ' 
fuch abufe in individuals, by every legal mode 
which wifdom can devife. 
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After the fevere drainings to which thefe pro- 
vinces .have been fubjedt for near twenty years, I 
much fear we cannot fpare fo large a fum as one 
hundred lacks, to be taken out from our poor re* 
maining dock: of currency : I alfo think it unne- 
cefTary. The great army you keep on foot, the 
credit of your arms, and the extreme debilitated 
and diftradted date of all the powers' of Hindooftan, 
from whofe fituation an invafion of thefe provinces 
can be apprehended, fecures you for many years 
againfteven the fear of an attack on the land~fidei 
nor will it (except we fall a deep, and invite them 
to it) be poflible for the French to colledt a force 
at the Iflands of France, with which to attack you, 
without your knowing of it time enough to fruftrate 
fuchan attempt, either from Europe or in India* 
and by no other means, or from any other quarter, 
can you be difturbed. Your fund will, therefore, 
be a means only to accelerate our dreaded didrefs, 
without being of ufe. Or Ihould you be induced, 
by your apprehenfions in any future time, to think 
fuch a dock of calh in hand necefiary, 1 boldly 
affirm, that by offering the Company’s fecurity, in 
bonds bearing an annual intereft of fix per cent, re- 
deemable at will, you might colledt into your trea- 
fury, at a fhort warning, great part of the private 
.cafh in the kingdom. 



The Company’s annual income here, has been 
fixed to a tolerable degree of certainty ; and though 
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the civil and military difburfements have been re£ 
duced greatly fince your acceffion, yet now you 
have again the power in your hands, there is ftill, 
room enough left for further curtailings and fav- 
ings in both thefe departments. The money that 
can be faved, muft neither be fent out of the coun- 
try, nor locked up in coffers, but thrown back into 
circulation as foon as poflible, after it comes to 
your hands. 

I belie v* the Company’s annual indents for 
goods of the produce of Bengal, amount to one 
third more than the quantity that has hitherto been 
fent home to them. It has been faid, that there 
was neither money to pay for, nor goods to be had, 
to fuch an amount. I affirm, on the contrary, that 
Jhe means are in your hands to furnifh both, with- 
out the leaft oppreffion, and by the moft falutary 
ways imaginable ; and that by the year in which 
the Company’s charter will expire, the great pur- 
pofes undermentioned will be fully anfwered, may 
be clearly made to appear. 

Firjl. The Company’s debts will be entirely 
paid off at home and abroad. 

Secondly. The private property now in Bengal, 
and what fhall in future be acquired, 
fhall have an eafy and equitable channel 
, of remittance to Europe, by means of 

bills on the Company. 

‘ Thirdly . 
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That the French, Dutch, and other 
European nations who trade to Bengal, 
jnuft, as heretofore, bring with them 
bullion, to pay for the largeft part of 
their cargoes, or find it not poffible to 
trade to this kingdom at all; 

: . : r\ . ; ■ . I 

•Fourthly. That the Company’s fettlements of Bom- 
bay and Bencoolen, may be fupplied 
with proper and faleable goods in fuffi- 
cient quantities, to prevent the necefiity 
of fending out of the current fpccie, 
which has been, and continues to be, fo 
- very injurious to this country. 

I -am very fenfible that fuch an apparent altera- 
tion in the general plan of conducting the Compa- 
ny’s affairs, will require their fanCtion to give it 
permanency : but , as the experiment may be tried 
without any additional expence, under the conduCt 
of their prefent fet of fervants, 1 fee no objection 
they can have to it, as no poffible evil can arife 
from the trial. 

The board of trade muft be called upon, to lay 
before the fuperior council, eftimates of the quan- 
tities of goods of each particu’ar lort indented for 
by the Company, which can be provided at the 
chiefships, and different aurungs, under their ma- 
nagement, in the courfe of one year, with their 

prices 
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prices fet oppofite to each article, as well as the 
full length, breadth, quality, and finenefs, agreeable 
to mufters given in by the Company’s forters. 

That at the fame time they afcertain the fums of 
money which will be neceffary for them to have, 
fpecifying in what parts of the kingdom it will be 
wanting, and the feafons of the year it will be 
proper for them to have the money, dividing it 
into two, or, if poffible, into three equidiftant pe- 
riods of time, and the number of annoes, or fix- 
teenth parts, of the whole that will be wanting at 
each of the different aurungs or chiefships. 

That the Company’s covenanted fervants of all 
ranks, who are employed in the mercantile de- 
partment, and who fhall be deemed by the board 
of trade to be competent judges of the goods which 
they offer to provide, fhall be permitted, under 
the regulation hereafter to be mentioned, to en- 
gage in contract with the Company. 

That the form of the contra&s be as fimple and 
plain as poflible, drawn up by the Company’s fo* 
licitor, and have the fan&ion of the fupreme court 
of judicature. 

That there be three principal contra&ors, whe- 
ther Europeans, natives, or both, bound jointly, 
and feparately, in every engagement : and in order 

C to 
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to prevent their engaging for more than they can 
provide, it fliall be an invariable rule, that a failure 
in contra#, fhall preclude the perfon fo failing, from 
ever being admitted to contra# with the Company 
in future. 

The cloth to be ftamped in one corner of each 
end with a die, on which the names, or initial 
letters, of the contractors who delivered in the 
cloth, be engraved, and on one fide of it, the name 
of the forter who pafled it. Lifts of the names of 
the contractors, with remarks on their condu# as 
Company’s merchants, be tranfmitted, by the firft 
and laft (hips of every feafon, to the Company. 

That imports and duties" on cloth, whether of 
filk or cotton, of every fpecies and kind whatever, | 
be tbtally abolifhed. That all Rajahs, Zemindars, 
and every kind and fpecies of officers under the go- 
vernment, be prohibited, in the moft exprefs terms, 
from evading any kind of tax on the weavers and 
makers of filk or cotton cloth, filk winders, or fpin- 
ners of thread. 

That a warehoufe be opened in Calcutta, under 
iome fuch denomination as the Company’s ready 
money ferting godown, and this under the infpec- 
tion of a committee, compofed of three members 
of the board of trade, the export warehoufekeeper, 
his deputy, and the Company’s cloth-forter for the 

time 
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time being, refiding in Calcutta, wl?ere the Com- 
pany’s ftandard mufters of every kind of goods in 
t which they deal, be depofited, and a book kept, 
in which be entered the contract rates that the Com- 
pany pay for each particular fort. That on a proper 
application to this committee, any perfon, whe- 
ther European or native, be permitted to bring any 
-goods of their own, which (hall be compared with 
the Company's, and if equal in all refpefts, and the 
owners requeft it, the qualifying forting ftamp of 
the committee fhall be put, and he, or they, be 
permitted to have extracts from the book of rates, 
in order, if they wilh to provide ready money goods 
at their own rifk and expence, they may have every 
affiftance pofiible to direft them. 

That the board of trade be no otherways limir 
ted in the quantity of goods to be contracted for, 
bought with ready money, than by the Com- 
pany’s annual indent ; as it is to be fuppofed, they 
will increafe their indents, when they find goods arc 
to be had. 

This committee fhould advertife, that they will 
fit fo many days in a week all the year round, to 
receive fuch goods as may be tendered; not lefs 
in quantity than one hundred pieces of a fort, and 
every way equal to the Company’s mufters of the 
fame kind, and pay for them in ready money, or 
in notes on the treafury. 

C 2 It 
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It will alfo be rieceflary to make inveftments for 
the markets in India, and for the following reafon3. 

It has been noticed already, that the eagernefs 
of individuals to tranfmit to Europe their fuddenly 
acquired and immenfe wealth, contributed more 
than any other caufe, to the raifing the price, and 
lowering the goodnefs, of the principal manufac- 
tured goods of Bengal. 

When the Englilh, Dutch, and French de- 
mands of calh for the year were fupplied j when 
the fchemers of fending goods to Europe, on Por- 
tugueze, Danilh, and French bottoms, failed 5 
when, by accounts from conftituents in England, 
it was known that there was a great lofs on dia- 
monds, and that gold and filver fell greatly Ihort 
at home, of its eftimated value in India, new me- 
thods were to be found out for tranfmitting money 
to Europe. Men, unacquainted with commerce, 
were eafily made to believe, that the manufactures 
of Bengal, fold well at all the ports in India ; and 
provided they could but tranfport their money, 
without lofs, to BufTorah, Surat, Bombay, Ben- 
coolen, Madrals, China, in Ihort, almoft any where 
out of Bengal, it would not be difficult, from thofe 
diftant places, to tranfmit it to Europe, without 
the heavy difcount to which all the other modes 
were fubjedl:. This glimmering of hope fet the bufy 
ones to work, and when once the contagion took 

place. 
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place, it fpread like wild fire. Rich chiefs of pro- 
vinces , colleflors of the revenue, fait agents, fortunate 
foldiers, lawyers, doftors, taylors , barbers, and under- 
takers ; all! all! became , or employed, fuper cargoes 
and export merchants ! 

t 

This rich, fpirited, but inexperienced corps, 
joining themfelves to the commercialline, increafed 
the demand for all forts of goods. Unluckily for 
the manufa&ures of this kindom, thefe fudden and 
uncxpe&ed demands, produced the fame effects 
which they ever have, and ever will produce, a ge- 
neral debafing of the quality of the goods fo eagerly 
fought after. The advantageous terms on which 
the foreign companies obtained money, induced 
them to enlarge their homeward bound cargoes. 
Gur Company was graining every nerve, to do the 
fame thing at the fame time. All this combining 
did abfolusely, in the fpace of four Or five years, 
raife the price of -the manufaftures of Bengal, one 
with the other, full thirty per cent, above the for- 
mer prices ; at the fame time it funk the goods 
more than twenty percent, in their real intrinfic value. 
1 could defeend to fuch particular inftances in fup- 
port of the above afiiertions, that would but too 
well convince the mod ftubborn Sceptic at a dis- 
tance, of their being true. We who are on the 
fpot, eafily believe what we fo feverely feel. There 
is not even the fhadow of a doubt remaining, that 

lhould our Europe and country (hips, qontintue to 

carry 
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carry out money in the manner they have done, 
and now do, that a very few years more will drain 
off fo much of our current fpecie, as to caufe a ftag- 
nation in the circulation in fome parts of the king- 
dom. No matter where it begins; it will bring 
on a mortification in that part, that will endanger 
the whole body. 

9 

The relief that you. Sir, formerly gave, by pre- 
venting money being lent out of the provinces, to 
pay the troops ftationed in the Nabob of Oude's do- 
minions, has, undoubtedly, poftponed our fate for 
fome years. The great favings you made, the firffc 
two years after your accefiion, in the civil, military, 
and marine departments, have proved refrelhing 
and warm cordials to the drooping fpirits of the go- 
vernment; and had you not been interrupted, you 
might by this time, have done great things to- 
wards the revival of the export trade : But, Sir, it 
languilhes cruelly yet ; nor will it ever recover, but 
by bringing back the manufa&ures to their primi- 
tive goodnefs and price. 

. \ 

Some very fpirited and enterprifing efforts have 
been made to recover the trade of the Gulfs, by 
private perfons under your own patronage, but hi- 
therto without effeft. The Minerva failed at Suez 
the former year; the Alexander at Juddah, laft 
year; I with her better fortune at Suez, this year; 
'J’hcir cargoes were made up of goods manufa&ur- 

ed 
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■cd in Bengal, and were called in the invoice by 
their proper names, but the cloth was badly fabri- 
cated, and the prices too high. The merchant- 
adventurers from this port, came home difpirited ; 
and foreigners will have nothing to do with your 
filk or cotton cloth, for the ports in India. 

In this general decay of trade, ,and defpondency 
-of private adventurers, what is to be our remedy ? 
Why really. Sir, all your efforts, at the expence 
of your private fortune, will not do. The ftate 
■muft interpofe ; and if you undertake to recom- 
mend or manage it, fomething yet may be done. 
Throw not this poor produffion afide, until you 
find a better. You ftand pledged to the Englify 
nation, for recovering the affairs of Bengal. They 
look to you for relief : You muft not difappoint 
them. 

The Governor and Council of Bombay muft be 
written to, to fend round mufters of fuch kinds of 
filk, and filk piece goods, of the manufacture of 
Bengal, as will ferve the market of Surat and 
Bombay, together with an eftimate of their value 
at thofe ports, and the quantities which they will 
be able to fell annually of each fort : Thefe muft 
be provided at lead to fuch amount, as will anfwer 
the demand. Bombay will have on Bengal for 
their annual fupplies. Some fugar and fait petre 
may alfo be fent. Let them have proper goods 
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to fell, and they will never want circulating cur- 
rency. But it will be to the utmoft degree of folly 
indifcreet, to continue fending away your own 
fpecie to fupply their wants. 

An invedment of proper goods for Buflforah, 
amounting to four lacks of rupees, for Mocha of 
three lacks, and one of ten lacks for Suez, fhould 
be provided. There is not the lead doubt, but if 
thefe goods could be had, wrought up to their 
primitive goodnefs, and nearly at the prices paid 
for them about the year 1750, but they would an- 
fwer every expence of fending, and produce re- 
turns in bullion, with an advanced gain, clear of 
every mercantile charge, of at lead twelve to fifteen 
per cent. This money, or fuch part of it as was 
abfolutely neceflary for China, might be fent there 
in cafh, or cotton, from Bombay •, and I am cer- 
tain that the markets on that fide of India, would 
take off more well wrought Bengal goods, than 
would fupply money for all their demands of cafii 
at Bombay •, leaving the returns from the Gulf, to 
be brought back to Bengal, or fent to China, as 
mod neceflary •, which return, I have a confidence, 
might be increafed in a few years, by proper ma- 
nagement, to thirty lacks of rupees annually. 

The fettlement of Bencoolen, though very ad- 
vantageous to the Company in their pepper trade, 
cannot exid without an annual fupply of filver. 

Gold 
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Gold being the produce of the country, they have 
no currency in that metal; and the inhabitants be- 
ing in continual want of many even of the necef- 
faries of life, they fend for them to Batavia, which 
port hath hitherto drained them of all their filver; 
Ir would be better that the Company fupply them 
from home, than permit them to drain more fpecie 
from Bengal. But as they often ufe the mode of 
bartering goods in exchange for their pepper, would 
it not be as well that they fend indents and mufters 
of fuch goods as they can ufe in barter, and have 
them fupplied every year ? Thefe goods Ihould 
be provided in the manner of the other inveft- 
ments, and a charge of fifteen per cent, put at the 
foot of the invoice, in which the opium they want 
for the ufe of the weft coaft, fhould be included, 
and an offer made of them to the Company’s fer- 
vants at that price. I believe thefe indents would 
run up to near three lacks of rupees annually. I 
will give you my reafons for this opinion hereafter, 
and conclude thefe rough outlines of the plan by 
obferving, that there are many other little drains, 
which may be flopped by means fimilar to the 
above. 

I am not one of thofe defponding beings who 
think the kingdom ruined ; I know the contrary. 
I know that the wealth of this happily fituated 
country is inexhauftible ; but it lays below the 
furface of the earth; Continue to cover your fub- 

jedts 
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jcdts from tyranny and oppreffion, and they will 
draw it out, and work it up, ready for your ufc: 

Our evils felt and apprehended, have arifera 
from accidental caufes, to which we did not advert, 
until we felt the effedts : They are now known, 
and may be removed by a proper application of the 
means in our hands. 

I will fuppofe that all has been done, or is now 
in hand to be done, which is necelfary or eligible, 
in the legiflative, financing, and political lines. 
If this be the cafe, you have no immediate ufe for 
your military powers. Let the fword reft in the 
fcabbard, (with a proper attention to difcipline, it 
will notruft,) while you once more look back to 
your firfl principles. A view to the advantages of 
commerce, drew the fubjedts of Great Britain into 
this country. Its intereft hath been to long neg- 
ledled : Take it up anew, and you will foon reftorc 
every thing to that ftate, to which the mercantile 
intereft of this kingdom muft be brought back, or 
all your victories, your politics, and your plans 
of jurifprudence, will avail nothing. 

The Company are out of debt here : and fome 
men of good calculating abilities have affirmed, 
that if the prefidency of Bengal continued to fend 
iiome annually, an inveftment of eighty lacks of 
rupees, the Company would be difcncumbered of 
g all 
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all their difficulties in Europe, before their charter 
will be out. That an interruption hath been given 
to your meafures, and thereby to an annual in- 
creafe of fuch remittance, is to be lamented. It 
cannot be recalled •, but you may again fet the 
wheels a going, and fpin the thread anew. In- 
ftead of eighty, fend the Company home one hun- 
dred and twenty lacks of rupees in the goods they 
indent for, until they have ftock in hand, above 
What is necefiary to pay their debts, their current 
charges, and the dividends on the capital ftock. 

They cannot permit you to draw on them for mo- 
ney : Increafe the inveftment as much as poflible, 
and that impediment will be removed, and with it 
every evil we nciw fed or apprehend. 

If (as I have heard) your favings amount to one 
crore, or hundred lacks of rupees, annually, it is 
twenty lacks more than what is wanting for the 
current fervice, including the Company’s inveft- 
ment. This furplus will anfwer the purpofe of 
buying goods for fupplying the Company's other 
fettlements, in the manner above propofed, with- 
out fending a rupee out of the country. 

But yet we want forty lacks of rupees, to in- 
creafe the Company’s inveftment to one hundred 
and twenty, in order to enable them to bear being 
drawn on for four hundred thoufand pounds an- 
nually, by which means toe fhall turn the current 

of S' 
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of private remittance into our own channel, and 
oblige the other European nations, to bring in fil- 
ver to pay for their homeward bound cargoes, or 
ceafe to come here *, as alfo to put a final ftop to 
the pernicious cuftom of fending out bad manufac- 
tured goods, which hath brought the trade of Ben- 
gal, into fo ill repute with the people in Afia. 

Let fubfeription books be opened at the treafu- 
ry, for the receipts of forty lacks of rupees, on the 
following conditions. 

The Company to receive the current rupee at 
two {hillings fterling, and give a receipt for the 
fame, payable in London, at the expiration of one 
thoufand two hundred days from the date, with a 
fimple uncompounding intereft of three per cent, 
per annum. 

No perfon to be permitted, either in his own name, 
or that of a conftituent, to fubferibe for more than 
fixty thoufand current rupees for the firft year, 
which fhall be paid into the treafury at three diftant 
periods, and in the equal fums of twenty thoufand 
rupees at each payment. 

Should the whole not be fubferibed the firft 
month after the books are opened, perfons who 
fubferibed for fixty thoufand at firft, fhall have 
permifiion to add what further fums they choofe, 
until the forty lacks are completed. 
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I have eftimated the annual receipts, at twenty 
lacks above what is wanting for the immediate and 
current ufe of government, and for the Europe in- 
vcftment at eighty, as it now ftands, which twenty 
lacks I propofe to apply to the purchafmg of goods 
for the Gulfs and Bencoolen, for the purpofe of 
keeping alive the export Indian trade, and the fup- 
plying the Company’s foreign fettlements: Not 
that I think it the whole furplus of each year. In- 
deed I have been told, that ftiould things continue 
quiet for five years, and the annual furplus be put 
to no ufe, that molt of the current fpecie of the 
kingdom, would be accumulated into the Com- 
pany’s coffers. If this is really the cafe, why not 
at once abolifh the heavy and unnatural weight of 
taxes on your own articles of export ? 

No errors in the above reafoning, ought to be 
employed as arguments in oppofition to forming 
fome plan for reviving the trade of this port. The 
writer by no means offers this as a perfect one. If 
it fuggefts to you, or to the Company, a Angle 
thought that may be ufeful to this country, and of 
confequence to Great Britain, he will think him- 
felf amply rewarded. He is not in the fervice, 
therefore cannot draw pecuniary benefit from its 
being adopted, or more than his fhare of the in- 
convenience, as a Angle fubjeft, in its being over- 
looked or neglefted. He cannot write for fame ; 
for he owns himfclf deficient in every talent requi- 
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fite for a, writer, whofe plan may come to be can- 
vafled in public, but that of fpeaking truth, draw- 
ing Ids materials from his own observation and ex- 
perience, and his ideas (Such as they are) from his 
own head. He is even incapable of arranging 
them in any tolerable degree of order.' In Short, 
he knows nothing. But that he feels great morti- 
fication at feeing the credit of the manufactured 
goods of this kingdom decline fo faft, and mod 
fincerely wilhes to have them reftored to their pri- 
mitive texture and goodnefs. 

From the long internal peace which this country 
hath enjoyed ; from the apparent certainty of its 
continuing for a courfe of years, in its prefent hap- 
py ftate of repofe ; from the increafing ftate of the 
revenue, by which the Company have been made 
eafy in their circumftances *, from the facility with 
■which you may raife money to fupply fuch a plan; 
from the advantage fuch an increafe of the Com- 
pany’s home inveftment to one third more, will 
bring to my country, in her prefent untoward 
fituation with her colonies ; from the general fatif- 
faftion and content it will give the gentlemen 
in Europe, who depend for fubfiftence on their 
money in India, when they fee a door opened for 
its coming home, on fafe and equitable terms ; 
from the certainty I am in, that fuch a plan, pro- 
perly fupported, will oblige our rivals in the Indian 
trade, to bring us filver in exchange for our goods, 

or. 
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or, which will do full as well, abfent themfelve* 
entirely ; from the eafe with which this fcheme may 
be attempted, without any material rifle or con- 
fiderable expence from the impoflibility of the 
trade of private adventurers providing a remedy, 
and the neceflity of a public interpofition ; and 
above all, from the conveniency of the time to at- 
tempt it in ; I wifh to fee fome fuch plan, or a bet- 
ter, if it can be found, tried without delay. 

In all I have faid, I have carefully avoided giv- 
ing any offence. I do not mean to give any in 
what I have yet to fay. Cavilling and finding 
fault, is the province of mock patriots, difearded 
or would-be flatcfmen. If I mention what I think 
an error in management, it is purely to introduce 
what appears to me a better mode to be adopted 
in future, and not to refled on the managers. I 
wifh to fee the French, Dutch, Danes, &c. oblig- 
ed, by good honeft mercantile policy, to bring 
money, or give up their trade in thefe provinces. 
On fuch principles, and in fuch an open and fair 
way, I would leflen their trade hither all I could. 

The (hips the Company fend yearly for their 
eighty lacks of goods, are fo filled with trade, pub- 
lic and private, military ftores for Madrafs and 
this place, that they cannot by any means, bring 
with them marine ftores fufficient to fupply the 
country (hips. The French draw great advantage 
*• * from 
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from this. Not? if you increafe your inveftment 
one third, you want a third more tonnage. And 
fhould the Company objeft to your taking fo much 
money for bills on them, let them fend one third 
of it out in marine ftores: The fales will be certain : 
for our rivals, without having much to do with 
the country Ihips, import and fell to the Englilh, 
full as much as I mention. I would infert a lift of 
the articles which they import, and we want, but 
the cuftom-houfe book can inform you better, or 
I am miftaken. 

If the Court of Directors fay, we want no more 
cloth, nor will we take up any more fhips, I beg 
your permiflion. Sir, to addrefs a few words to 
them before I conclude this letter, as I really mean 
all this in good part, and have no other mode of 
introduction to them. 



HONORABLE SIR and SIRS : 

I F you increafe your inveftment from Bengal one 
third, on the eafy terms I propofe, you will 
prevent the French getting money from private 
perfons here, whilft you will faddle them with ad- 
ditional rifk and expence, oblige them to bring 
filver, and at the fame time enable yourfelves to 
underfcll them at home. You will difablc them (till 

more. 
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more, by fending us marine (lores. But if neither 
of thefe propofals meet your approbation, pray at- 
tend to what follows. 

• N • ... 

Mv meaning is not to offend you. I only wifh 
to circumvent Monfieur in what he is doing to the 
prejudice of our nation ; trading here to our dis- 
advantage. You mull, in future, fend at lead 
eight (hips annually to Bengal. You allow eighty 
tons of kentledge to each (hip, for which you pay 
freight, on an average, at the rate of twenty-five 
pounds per ton, and that on fix hundred and forty 
tons-, comes to fixteen thoufand pounds fterling. 
Order, the captains to land their kentledge, and 
fend them pn board the fame dead weight in an- 
chors, grapnels, fmall guns, three and four pound- - 

ers, with (hot, for the country (hips, and complete 
the tonnage with bar iron. You will gain ten 
thoufand pounds by thefe articles, and Mon- 
fieur may keep his to himfclf. Order home by 
each (hip, in lieu of the kentledge, an addition of 
one thoufand bags of fait petre, and fell it for 
what it will fetch in Europe. It cods you very 
little here. It will prevent your rivals from carrying 
home fo much as they do in times of peace, and in 
time of war. Order the fait petre warchoufe at Pat- 
hs, to be locked up to all but yourfelves. If your 
captains fay they cannot (hift, or navigate their 
(hips, but with kentledge, tell them it is a mif- 
take, which has its foundation in prejudice arifing 

D from 
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from' Tong practice. I have been owner of fix of 
thofe fhips, after they had ferved their time out 
with you, and thefirft thing I did, after I bought 
them, was to fell their kentledge. The fhip fwam 
in the Indian Seas very wety without it. The 
fame weight of fait petre, will aftfwcr the purpofe 
juft as well. Should a fhip by accident, be kept in 
India a feafon or two, to render any particular fcr- 
vice, here are old condemned guns enough, which 
fhe may have for kentledge, until fbe be loaded 
far Europe. 

This kingdom. Gentlemen, is very populous', 
rich in native articles of trade, and wants only a 
continuance of what it now enjoys, good govern- 
ment. It is all your own \ you may mould it aS 
you pleafe. Britain, and Britain only, can defend 
it ; and in return, it will fend you annually, a very 
ample tribute of well wrought goods, fufficient to 
fupply all the nations of Europe ; and in fo doing, 
it muft be your own fault, if you have rivals in 
trade to this country much longer. 

Iam, 

i 

Honourable Sra and Sm^ 
&c. &c. 
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Arguments to prove the neceflityof an interpo- 
ftf thtf fftwe, to i^pply a remedy whilft yet 
in its power, croud fo faft into my mind, that 
'were I to introduce the half of them, they would 
fwell this addrefs to an enormous fite ; nor can I 
think they will be neceffary. When duty and in- 
tereft draw the fame way, other inducements are 
feldotm wanting to put men in a&ion. If ever an 
individual and a national duty, and an individual 
and national intereft, were combined' together, 
they are in this inftance. Paft miftakes, at home 
-and abroad* Ihould be forgotten s and the whole 
budy of Eaft India Proprietors, Directors, and 
aheir fervants abroad,’ join in one public fpirited 
refolution, to relieve thefe provinces, by a re- 
storation of their trade to ks former fplendor. 

- ■ • . . - 1- • • , , 'V :i n <: 

> It doth Colonel Dow great honour, that the le- 
^iflarive powers of his country, in Forming the late , 

Aft of Parliament for regulating the affairs of the 
£aft India Company, feem to have taken many 
hints from his third volume- But was I in the 
Colonel’s fituation, the pleafure I Ihould receive 
from that, would not by any means counterpoife 
the pain I Ihould feel, on refleding that I had, by 
that work, contributed extremely, and very un- 
juftly, to fix in the minds of my fellow fubje&s, a 
rooted deteftation to their countrymen, who have 
been ferving the Company in this country; In the 
digreffive parts of his Hiftory of Hi^dooftair, there 

D 2 are 
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arc many infinuations (but not one well authenti- 
cated fa<5t) which convey ideas to the mind much to 
their prejudice. * He is now in the command of ,jt 
Very important fortrefs on the' frontier of the Bahar 
province. ‘1 have heard thatthe commanding offi- 
cer on that ftation, may make a very handiome 
fortune in a few years. Nothing could convey to 
the Colonel’s mind, a truer idea of the barbarity of 
the infinuations which are to be found in plenty in 
his books, than my hinting in this place, that the 
means ufed for making the fortune above mention- 
ed, are oppreffive to the people under his com- 
mand, by obliging them to purchafe their daily 
provifion at a market, where no perlbn can feU 
any thing,, except fuch as are licenfed fo to do by 
himfelf. But I diflike fuch indirect means of filling 
a book with infinuations and alluhons ; it is invol- 
ving thejuft andtbe unjuft indifcrimrinately, in one 
general ruin. There is, I think, a better and more 
generous way of telling dories to the public, and 
that is in plain Englilh, and juft as they happened ; 
in which mode 1 will relate one or two, and then 
conclude this Letter. 

At the time Dow’s Hiftory firft reached India, 
an Englilh gentleman at the court of the Vizier 
Sujah id Dowlab, explained to that Prince, the cha- 
racter Colonel Dow had drawn of him in his Hif- 
tory of Hindooftan. The Prince at firft looked fe- 
rious, but fbon recovering himfelf, laughed very 
. heartily. 
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heartily, and told the gentleman, that he in fome 
meafure deferved the chara&er which Dow had 
given of him : “ For knowing , as I did,” faid he, 
■“ that be was a Writer of Hiftory, lfhould not have 
“ refufed him the grant of fome Salt Petrt Farms in 
‘‘ my Country , which be applied to me for” 

, t »fVy. ■ •') ; • - ' 

Mahommed Reza Gown did not keep his temper 
quite ib well in a fimilar fituation ; for on his 
being told what a figure he made in Dow’s book, 
“ This” exclaimed the Nabob, “ is ungrateful and 
“ intolerable. When that man was frft introduced to 
me, I was informed that be was an ingenious per f on. 
** 1 received Vm as a friend of the gentleman who bad 
44 recommended him, and, as is our country cuftom , 
“ made him a bandfomt preftnt , to oblige that gentle- 
“ man, who was alfo a friend of mine . But bad I 
44 known that be was a drawer of characters* I moft 
** certainly would have come up to bis price , and have 
t* bad a good one j it would have cofi him no more 
44 trouble ; and for the matter of fad, be is juft as 
good a judge of one as the other. 
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LET TER II. 



FROM A 

FREE MERCHANT in BENGAL, 



TO 



WARREN HASTINGS, Eft* - 

:• ' A .VS ,T . • • ■> 







HONOURABLE SIR ; 

W HETHER, as your enemies hope and be- 
lieve, a veffel is now on her way from 
Europe with difpatches, containing your recall, 
agreeable to the refolution of a myfterious majority 
of a Court of Directors, held in May laft, or that 
the Proprietors of Eafl: India Stock, have refolution 
and virtue Sufficient, to abide by their reasonable 
determination, of having you heard in your own 
defence, before they confent to your condemnation, 
I know not j nor would a knowledge of the fadt, 
either way, encourage me to go on, or deter me 
from continuing to addrefs thefe letters to you * 

fop 
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for there is nothing in them, but what pertains - 
•equally to every Britilh fubjeft and your name is 
placed at their head, as being, from your long ex- 
perience, intenfe application, and great abilities, 
the beft, though not the only judge, of the matters 
they contain. 

To fecure and incre&fc the commercial connec- 
tion between Great Britain and her Afiatic pofief- 
fions, is a matter of fuch importance to the wel- 
fare of the kingdom, that it becomes the duty of 
-every individual Englilhman, who can throw new 
light on fo intenefting a fubjed, to do it in the beft 
manner he can. in my former Letter, I pointed 
out fome of thecaufes of the decline of the export 
trade of Bengal, and gave you a few hints relative 
to the means which, I think, would conduce anoft > 
to the recovery of it. In the prefent Letter, I lhaU. 
treat of the trade of India more generally, and at- 
tempt to point out how it may be better connected 
than it is at prefent, with 3 view to national utility. 
That the articles of raw filk, mullins, white and 
printed cotton cloths, and fait petre, may be pro- 
cured at Bengal, in as great quantities as the Com- 
pany fhall find rend for in Europe, is an undoubt- 
ed fad. It is alfo indifputably true, that the fur- 
plus of the teritorial revenue, the private property 
of perfons who acquire fortunes in the Company’s 
fervice, and are willing to pay their money into 
the public cafh oncafy terms, for Bills on Europe, 

together 
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together with the falesof the Britilh doth, copper, ■ 
iron, and marine ftoresj which the Company -do,' 
and always muft fend wit, will produce a fond luf- 
ficientto pay for therm,: without draining the Eng-: 
lilh nation of one ounce of lier bullion. ' • ■ ' 

. . • j : ■ •> a s’. , '.-j 

That the Eaft India trade muft be conduced 
by a company of merchants, with exclufive right*, 
and priviledges, I take for granted:-* but that this 
company fhould have interefts fubverfive of, or 
running counter to the general intereft of the ftate, 
is ridiculous to fuppofe, and folly to afiert. The 
great principle of their conftitation is, that as ma- 
ny of their fellow fubjeds as poffible, fhall benefit 
by the inftitution of fuch a fociety ; and as few as 
poffible, receive damage or hurt therefrom. It 
muft be for the intereft of the ftate, that every dis- 
covery, tending to enlarge, conned, and fecure 
the trade to Afia, fhould be made public. It can- 
not, therefore, be for the true intereft of the Com- 
pany, that fuch difeovery fhould be kept private : 
yet in writing with the freedom which every man 
muft do, who hopes to do good by what he writes, 
he lays himfelf open to the refentment of the Com- 
pany and their officers. This jealoufy of the Eaft 
India Company, which fo ftrongly prevailed at home 
and abroad, until the paffing of the late Ad of 
Parliament for regulating their affairs, contributed 
extremely to the keeping the nation in the dark, as 
to the true ftate of the national traffic to Afia, and 
‘ * was 
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was the principal caufe of the eftablilhed aver lion, 
which the people in general have conceived againft 
their fellow fubjnSh who have aftcd in Afia. If a 
fervant of the Company, wrote his private fenti- 
ments on the ftate of affairs abroad, or blamed in 
any lhape the management at home, and this was 
difcovered by the indilcretion of his friend, or by 
his letter being intercepted, which was in the 
power of the Company, and their fervants both 
abroad and at home, the perlbn fo writing was 
difmiffed the fervice. If a perlbn, not in the 
Company’s employ, was found guilty of this hor- 
rid crime, againft the reigning defpot and his divan, 
in Leadcnhall-Street, the protection of the Com- 
pany was withdrawn, and the culprit purfued. by 
their refentment, until he left the country from pure 
neceflity. 

Sir G. Colebrooke was the laft of thofe narrow 
minded defpots, whole miferable management 
brought ruin on the Company, and difgrace on the 
nation. How was it pofiible that the affairs of a 
great and powerful ftate, as by their poireilions in 
Afia, the Eaft India Company had infenfibly be- 
come, fhould be conducted withiuccefs, on a pal- 
try, ftock-jobbing, ’Change- AHey plan ? The 
whole of their police was to keep the nation 
in the dark; to feed their veteran iband of 
annual voters, with favourable jobs and contracts ; 
and to amufe the Proprietary in general, with pro- 
v ■ miles 
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miles of dividends which,- they were unable to make 
good j and in the end, to abufe the nation with* 
frightful tales of the rapacious management of- 
their fervants abroad, on whofe pretended avari- 
cious peculation, they laid the whole blame of their 
own mifeondudt. .. : { . . n 

• ' ‘ 1 • 1 •; • ■ ’ i. -ve^f.'b 

The door is now opened, by winch the nation*' 
may have true information as to there*! nature and* 
date of its trade to Afia. Though there is yet a, 
portion of the old felfilh, four, jealous leaven, in. 
and about the heads and hearts of the managers in 
Leadenhall-Street, which will ferment at the idea of 
an individual prefumtng to treat on Afiatic mercan- 
tile affairs, which fo few of them underftand i and 
was I not fo entirely diverted of all hopes and fears, 
as I really am, with refpeft to their fmiles or frowns, 

I Ihould, perhaps, be deterred, by one or other of thofe 
flavilh paffions, from writing my fentiments with 
the freedom of an EngUlhman. This is not a de- 
claration of war, it is only to befpeak peace. , I 
Ihall avoid to mention the names of individuals, but 
of fuch whofe general condudl is well known to 
have deferved national honour, or national con*, 
tempt, and thefe I deem legal game, and Ihall cry 
them up, or hunt them down, as they occafionally 
come in my way. If the word conqueft, caufes 
the idea of that demi-god Clive, -covered over with 
laurels, adding the Afiatic continent to the BritiO^ 
empire, to ruth into my mind, or the unclaffical 
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word jobbing* drags there the paltry Knight, array-, 
ndin a bob wig and garb of a broker, pedling 
away rich provinces, in feme dark alley near the 
Royal Exchange, it will be all one to me i I (hall 
do jufticc to both, without fear of, or partiality to, 
any man, or body of men. I addrefs to the name 
of Ha/lings without his knowledge ; but that is to 
draw the attention of the public, to whom, in fadt, 
1 write, and at whole tribunal I with to be tried. 

There are many well meaning men, and good 
citizens, who think that the government (hould 
take the opportunity of the Company’s charter 
being nearly out, to lay the trade to the Eaft In- 
dies entirely open. At no period of time has this 
notion been a juft one, as ic relates to national 
mercantile profperity. . The trade to this diftant 
country, never can be carried on with advantage to 
the public, but by an incorporated body, with con- 
fiderable fxciuftve priviledges, and a very capital 
ftock, to enable jhccp to maintain and fupport large 
fa&ories inthe different, provinces of the Mogul 
empire. Thefe /a^ories having one common in* 
tereft in yiew, contribute to fupport one another. 
If, by accident, the Ihips of the Company (ail of 
a cargo at one, they proc^fd , to another, and are 
iiure to be laden home with goods, within the, li- 
mited time for which they arc chartered. By efta- 
blifhing independent, and coniequentlyrival houfes, 
#s js done in Europe, you lofe this great advan- 
tage. 
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tagc. All the governments in Hindooftan are en- 
tirely defpotic. There are no -written laws, to 
which the whole body of the fubjetts can indiffer- 
ently appeal, and by the power of which, each 
individual, whether native or alien, is defended -in 
perfon and property. The will of the prefent 
reigning defpot is the law. And had the European 
national companies, no other mode of having their 
property fecured, than the' will of every capricious 
petty Prince, in whofe territory they may, for the 
conveniency of commerce, chance to refide, nothing 
could be fo uncertain and infecure. The trade 
from Europe to Afia, differs in the modes of car- 
rying it on, from that of all other traffic on the 
face of the earth. The merchant muft have in 
him a power to protect his own property, from the 
rapacity of the Prince in whofe territory he refides. 
The Portugueze, the Dutch, the Englifh, and the 
French, ever fince their firft rcfort to India, by the 
Cape of Good Hope, have been obliged to carry 
on their national traffic with arms in their hands. So 
far arming is proper : but when this neceffary 
principle of defence, comes to be changed for of- 
fence, the military fpirit deftroys the mercantile. 
To what a low and wretched (late are the Portu- 
gueze now fallen ! How poor, trifling, and con- 
temptible, is their trade to India in our days ! It 
is little better with the French, fince the Englifh 
(tripped them of their pofleffions in the laft war. 
Even that little would foon be loft to them, but 
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for that fclfilh narrow fpirir, which yet remain* 
amongft the managers in Leadenhall-Street. The 
Dutch have firm footing in the Iflands of Java, the 
Spice Iflands, and on Ceylon. Whilft they hold 
thofe pofleffions, their trade to India will continue 
to be of great national importance * when they 
lofe thofe Iflands, their trade to Alia will fink to no- 
thing. They know its confequcnce, and will, as 
long as they can, fupport it with the whole power 
of their ftate. It Ihould feem that there is no room 
for any confiderable trade to be kept up from Eu- 
rope to Alia, but; by the maritime powers, as they 
are called. The Dutch enjoy almoft the whole 
trade on the eaftern fide of the Straits of Sundaand 
Malacca, and the Englifh that of all India Proper, 
to the weft of thofe Straits, except Ceylon. That 
the French will make fome efforts, and that per- 
haps fhortly, to recover a greater portion of the 
Afiatic trade, I think likely enough, if they fac- 
eted, the Englilh may thank theoafelves. I dare 
believe, that that truly great minifter, Mr. Pitt, 
(for i hat? to remember his title,) hath many times 
repented the having altered his plan for attacking 
the Iftes of France. He had ordered the Britifh 
fquadron then in India, under the command of 
Admiral Cornilh, to cruife off the Iflands of Mau- 
ritius and Bourbon, where he propofed that it 
ftiould be joined by a confiderable force from Eu- 
rope. ' The Admiral obeyed his orders, and con- 
tinued to cruife until he had loft a thoufandfeamen, 

and 
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•fid quite ruined the fquadron under his command* 
No advice was font, or, which was the fame thing* 
none arrived to acquaint the Admiral, that John 
$tt!l had altered his refolution, and was gone to 
beat his head againft BdleiQe, on the coaft of 
France, by which means the opportunity was loft, 
of putting an end for ever to the French trade to 
Afia. Such opportunities feldom offer in the 
courft of* human affairs. The great and penetra- 
ting foul of Pitt faw it, and prepared to fnateh the 
lucky moment. What fecret fpring in the wheel 
Of government it was, which turned him afide 
from putting an end to the war by fuch a noble 
ftroke, that would have {tabbed to death, the poor 
remains of the French power to the eaftward of the 
Cape of Good Hope, hath never yet, and perhaps 
never will tranfpire. 

The fubje&s of the European nations above 
mentioned, ever fince they fitft traded to India, 
have been at war with the natives, or with^ne 
another, as auxiliaries to the natives. Lay open 
your trade, and you will have a houfe, eftablifhed 
by the merchants in Lombard-Street, at war with 
another fet up by thofe of the city of Briftol, and 
both attacked by the honourable fociety of merch- 
ants from Liverpool. Here are no great wholefale 
merchants, from whom you can obtain a large 
quantity of ready wrought goods on demand j and 
for contractors, except you can protect and fup- 
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port them, againft the rapacity of the officers of 
their own government, and advance them the mo» 
ney for the goods you want, many months before 
hand, they never can fupply you. Even the Eaft 
India Company, with all their wealth and all their 
power, have every year, outftanding balances, re- 
maining due to them from money advanced for 
goods, which they never can recover, fufficient to 
ruin private adventurers. Though I fpeak now of 
Bengal, the fame is true of every other part of 
India. The Dutch, With all the advantages of a 
tegular eftablilhed company, interwoven with, 
and fupported by their ftate ; though they gain 
fconfiderably on the fpices, tin, pepper, Batavia 
arrack, &c. whith their (hips import annually into 
Bengal, from Batavia % yet they find it extremely 
difficult to procure a lading ' for two, or at moft 
thrtfe, ftfips from Bengal to Europe* and are be- 
ficfes, fo great lofers on the whole, by their factory 
at ChinfuTa, on the banks of the Ganges, that 
they moft certaittlywould withdraw their fervants, 
was it not that they Would, in that cafe, be obliged 
to buy their muftins, raw filk, and fait petre, at 
the port of London. This, and the advantages 
they draw from the dpium which they carry from 
hence to Batavia, is Qte only motive to their con- 
tinuing their Bengal trade. 

. . ’ • . 

To me, who am extremely dull of comprehen- 
fion, it appears very extraordinary, that the Dutch 

have 
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have found means to draw a line round the Moluc- 
ca Iflands, which, on pain of confifcation of our 
J(hips, and death to the navigators, they forbid 
lis to .approach ; who will not let us have a 
■clove grain, bjt of mace, or fingle nutmeg, but 
at their own price ; yet arp permitted by us, to 
p£rry out of this kingdom, as much opium and 
fait petre as they want. Serve them with the fait 
petre at)d opiom, in the fame manner they do us 
with refpeft to the fpice trade j put a flop to their 
obtaining private bills at the atpazing advantage of 
fifteen per cent, difeounted by the drawer, and 
Mynheer will wafh his hands of the Ganges, and 
fend to London for the articles of trade, imported 
into Europe fromthis country. If this is the fuua- 
tion of .the trade to Bengal, of a rich, opulent, and 
powerful company, of merchants, trading to Afia 
for more than one hundred and fifty years, with 
every poffible advantage, and it really is their 
fituation at prefent, and has been for fome time, 
how are private Englilh adventurers to benefit 
themfelves, or their country, by the trade to Afia 
being laid open. , • 

: I know fome fenfible men in Calcutta, who have 
expreffed concern, at the great refort of French 
private {hips this feafon to the river of Bengal, on 
a fuppofition, that it portended certain advantages 
. to arife from that mode of conducing the French 
Afiatic trade, which would probably incrcafe fo, 
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9ls to become hurtful to the Englifh Eaft India 
Company. As the importation of fifteen fhips 
from Europe, bearing French colours, in the 
courfe of one leafon, and fome of them very capital 
ones, carried a very formidable mercantile appear- 
ance,* I was at fome pains to inveftigate this mat- 
ter to the bottom ; and nothing can be more cer- 
tain, than that if thofe private fhips depended only 
on the gains to be made by their outward and 
homeward bound cargoes, every man concerned in 
them as owners, muft inevitably be ruined. The 
amount of their invoices out, were in general very 
trifling; the articles, French cloth, copper, iron, 
marine ftores, and French liquors of all forts. Moft 
of thefe articles would not produce the Europe 
price, and many of them were totally unfaleable. 

Such puny rivals will private adventurers ever 
prove to a well eftablifhed mercantile company. 

For their homeward bound cargoes, befides the 
unfavourable proceeds of their outward bound, 
they brought thofe pernicious bills on private per- 
fons, amounting in the whole to about 1 59,000/. 
fterling. No provifion having been made of goods 
- with which to load them home, they are obliged 
to take all kinds of cloth; the refufe of the Englifh 
and Dutch Companies, very ill wrought* and at 
much higher rates: And the whole amount of the 
returning cargoes of thefe fifteen private fhips, will 

Letter was written in 1776. 
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not equal the returns made to the Englilh Eaft lu- 
dia Company on four of theirs. Are fuch traders 
to be envied ? Can they continue long to be rivals 
to the Englilh in this branch of trade ? It is im- 
polfible. Yet to fuch a fituation (perhaps without 
knowing, and therefore not intending it) would the 
advocates for laying open the Englilh trade to Afia, 
reduce this branch of the national commerce: 

I would not trouble you, or myfelf, with faying 
more on the fubjeCt of thefe private traders with 
French colours, could I confider them merely as 
fuch ; but I conceive the foundation of the voyages 
of thefe pretended merchant Ihips, to be deeper 
laid than is generally imagined. Thofe who con- 
ceive that the French nation will fubmit to be mere 
private traders to Afia, longer than until they are 
ready, and fee a favourable opportunity to have 
another ftruggle with you for the fuperiority, have 
a different opinion of French faith, and French po- 
licy, to what I have. 

% 

The internal refources of the French nation, 
arifing from their form of government, and con- 
nected fituation of the kingdom, enable them to 
lhake off any difficulties under which they may la- 
bour, after a long and unfuccefsful war, much 
fooner than any other ftate in Europe. They have 
not been idle, or bad cconomifts, for the laft four- 
teen years. The peace of Paris was a bitter pill 

for 
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for them to fwallow, nor have they yet digefled if. 
Atthelflesof France, Pondicherry, Chanderder- 
hagorei and their other places of abode in Ada, 
they do what they can to recover their mercantile 
influence. Thefe fettlements are fupported by the 
ftate, and muft continue fo to be, until by fome 
favourable ftroke, they recover from the fhocks re- 
ceived in the lift wai\ Trading in private {hips 
Only, will never effedt that. 1 am not of opinion 
that they will rifle a war with great Britain, merely 
on account of the Afiatic trade ; but that they are 
preparing in all quarters of the globe, to make 
another effort to recover their mercantile influence, 
I think is plain enough. 

Every orte of the private trading fliips which 
come to Indiai touch at the French Iflands. They 
bring Out men* flores^ and ptovifions, to the 
Iflands, and to Pondicherry, for which they receive 
a freight from the government. Thofe of them 
which come to Bengal, carry back, on the King’s 
account, fait petre, rice, wheat, peas, oil, ghee, 
and other provifions, for which they are alfo paid 
a freight. Thefe freights out and home, though 
but fmall, yet when added to the little they gain 
by their trade, will juft ferve to pay their expences* 
and keep alive a fpirit of mercantile adventure irt 
the nation, until better times. In the interim, the 
government are forming magazines, and training 
feamen. "When they are ready to ftrike, they will 
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ftrike. But to conceive that the French, or" thd 
fubje&s of any other nation, can carry on a private 
trade to India, with the leaft profpeft of advantage 
to themfelves, or their country, whilft they are 
oppofed by fuch opulent and well eftablifhed 
Companies as the Englilh and Dutch, Ihews great 
ignorance in the nature of the trade, by the Cape of 
Good Hope to the Eaft Indies. 

The Portugueze firft difcovered the abovemen- 
tioned rout by fea to Afia. They begged fome 
few fpots of ground from the natives, on which to 
fettle themfelves at firft, bought others, and ftole 
the remainder. The fuperiority of their difcipline, 
and the ufe of fire arms, gave them fo great an ad- 
vantage over the pufillanimous, inoffenfive natives 
of Afia, that in a few years, they poffefled moft 
of the good trading ports on the fea coaft all over 
India. Had they left , at home, their priefts and 
their fuperftition, and could have prevented the 
fubjefts of the other nations of Europe, from fol- 
lowing them by the fame rout, their empire in Afia, 
might have become permanent and durable. But 
their great rivals the Dutch and Englilh, who had 
laid afide their ridiculous reverence for the fee of 
Rome, came for cloth and fpice, and not to make 
prolelytes, or depopulate whole regions, to flock 
Heaven with unwilling Chriftians ; and being fub- 
jcfts of ftates better fituated, better governed, 
and of a genius every way better calculated to en- 
... „ courage 
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courage and fupport an extenfive commerce, they 
Toon circumvented and diflodged the men, who firft 
fhewed them the way by Tea, to thefe rich mercan- 
tile regions. 

Bigotry and fuperftition, which at firft infa- 
tuated and milled the Portugueze, in their ma- 
nagement of their new Afiatic empire, is at length, 
by a ftrange turn in human affairs, become of fome 
ufetothem. In that wild, romantic, and barba- 
rous attempt, of forcing the native Hindoos of all 
denominations, to become Chriftians, they formed 
a numerous body of ftrange animals, in the fliape 
of human beings, called country born Portugueze 
Chriftians. Thefe inhabit the fea coaft formerly 
held by their creators, whofe every bad quality 
they have imbibed, together.with their fuperftition, 
to which they have added quantum fufficient of 
their own Pagan rights, which together, make up 
the molt monftrous reprefentation of original 
Chriftian purity, that the higheft enthufiaftic ima- 
gination can poffibly conceive, Thefe veterans, 
to a man, adhere to the caufe of the Portugueze, 
and by pedling, picking, and ftealing, contribute 
all in their power, to fupport thofe fhadows of the 
antient Portugueze grandeur in Afia ; the cities of 
Goa and Damaun, on the coaft of Malabar; Mo- 
fambique, on the eaftern fide of Africa ; and Ma- 
cow, in China. But the furrounding independent 
jnhabitants, the Mahratfas, Cdffrees, and Chinefe, 
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defpife, and treat them with the utmoft degree of 
contempt. In this low, miferahie, and helplefa 
ftate of their Afiatic fettlements, what advantage 
doth the Portugueze nation draw, from granting 
licenfes to private {hips to trade to India ? None 
at all. And in cafe of a war with either of the 
maritime powers in Eurppe, they would be driven 
out from every one of them in the courfe of one 
year. 

The Dutch have fucceeded to mod of the Per- 
tugueze original fettlements in India. But their 
trade on the weftern fide is greatly decayed ; and 
but for fome miftakes, and I think, unnecefiary 
connivances in the Englifh, would have long fincq 
funk to nothing. I fay unnecefiary, becaufe they 
are by no means, an open, generous, fpirited rival 
in trade ; heavy, felfifh, jealous, and gormandiz- 
ing. They have engrofied almoft the whole trade 
of the eaftern fide of India* The Englilh, and the 
Englifh only, have one prefidency, and a few qht 
factories, on the weft coaft of Sumatra* On thefe 
the Dutch at Batavia, haye ever looked with a jea- 
lous eye. At their defire, and with their conni- 
vance, the Count d’Eftaing broke hjs parole, and 
failed from the hdauritius, in the late war, with a 
fmall force, and deftroyed them •, and by the fame 
means they will be deftroyed, while the French 
poflefs the Iflands, and the Dutch hold Java, when 
pyer there is a war in Europe between Great Britain 
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and France. I fhall fay nothing of Balambangam : 
the plan itfelf was a foolifli one, formed by an en- 
thufiaft, and adopted by the Company, more with 
an intention to ierve particular perfons, than with 
'a view to public good. But Jones is dead, and 
Herbert ruined, and the Dutch, like the Devil, 
grown wifer than of yore. They aCled themfelves 
at Amboypa : Agents did the bufinefs full as well 
at Balambangam. If you fay this laft is conjecture, 
and may be falfe, I reply I have a right to rilk it. 
I well know the national character, and mercantile 
policy, of the people of whom I fpeak. 1 faw, 
and felt, their attempt on Bengal, in the year 
1759. The national intereft, honour, and the 
lives of all the King of England’s fubjeCts then in 
Bengal, depended on the activity, lteadinefs, and 
undaunted courage, of one great man, and he 
faved them from Ambojna part the fecond. Alas ! 
poor Clive ! Accept here a tear of gratitude, fhed 
in honour of thy memory, by a lover of Old Eng- 
land. 

% 

Nick Frog could not be made happier, than by 
feeing his old rival, John Bull , become fo muddy 
headed, as to lay the trade of Afia open to all his 
tenants-, becaufe I Juppofe the wit of man 
could not devife a fcheme, fo likely to give the 
Dutch the afcendency over the Englifh in their trade 
to India. I could very well deferibe the treatment 
' Englidi private fhips would meet with at Dutch 
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ports, to which they might refort in queft of cap* 
goes, but it might be thought invidious ; for the 
proverb fays it is not proper that the truth fhould 
be fpoken at all times, and here, I hope, it would 
beneedlefs: for furely that day will never come, 
when our rulers fhall be fo wanting to their duty, 
as to try fuch an experiment, as that of laying open 
the trade to Alia, 

% 

The Danes polfefs a fmall fettlement or two, on 
the coaft of Malabar; Tranquebar, on the coaft 
of Coromandel ; and Fort Frederick, in Bengal, 
Their trade has neither increafed nor diminifhed 
much for a long courfe of years. They aft pru- 
dently and fairly with the' natives, have force 
enough to fecure the property of the merchant liv- 
ing under their proteftion, and their trade being 
confined to three or four fhips in a feafon, not very 
richly laden, they manage fo as to carry it on very 
quietly, and within their own bounds. They pay 
court to the Englifh, and receive many favours 
from them, who could, if fo inclined, annihilate 
their trade in a month. But BfiU and Frog are ani- 
mals of different natures and difpofitions, and con- 
fequently aft differently in fimilar flotations. I 
have no quarrel with thp Danes, yet I could wifh 
to fee thenp obliged to bring filver to Bengal, to 
pay for their goods as heretofore, inftead of bills, 
^nd this refts with us, and not with them. Simple 
Us is their manner of qondqftin^ th$;r trade, weak 
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as in reality their forts and factories are, deprive 
them of them, and at once their trade is no more; 
They could not give the merchant, manufacturer, 
and weaver, the necefiary protection, and without 
it, in vain would they attempt to carry it on by 
Angle private fhips, or houfes of commerce, which 
cannot exift in Alta, but by force, or at leaft the 
appearance of it, and by a body of native merch- 
ants and traders, collected together by degrees, 
lodged and protected within your own diftriCts, 
and habituated to your cuftoms and manners for a 
long courfe of years. Such in general is thefitua- 
tion of the trade, carried on by the feveral ftates of 
Europe, round the Cape of Good Hope to Alia. 
The Swedes, indeed, have fome trifling traffic that 
way, but it is moftly to China. The Spaniards 
have hitherto kept poffeffion of the town and har- 
bour of Manilla, with the furrounding iflands on 
.1 

the coaft of Luconia, from a mixed principle, 
made up of defpotic pride and fuperftition. Its 
mercantile advantages are very trifling; for it 
ferves only to convey a few of the manufactures of 
Afia, to the Spanilh dominions in the South Seas. 
There is a kind of law eftablilhed among the trad- 
ing nations in Europe, which prefcribes their rout 
to thofe iflands by the Pacific Ocean ; but the law 
of nature points out a more direCt way, by the 
Cape of Good Hope, and the Straits of Malacca, 
Stinda, or Batty. Since the capture of Manilla by 
fhe Englilh in the late war, the Spaniards have 
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paid more attention to it. The country round is 
fruitfuland populous. There are vaft numbers of 
that motley race of mortals, whofe religion is made 
up of Chriftianity and Paganifm j but thefe being 
a compound of Spaniard and Malay, they are a 
ftouter, and more robuft race of people, than thofe 
which fpring from the Portugueze ingrafted on the 
Hindoo. The Spaniards will not pay you the ran- 
fom money for the town, but would have no ob- 
je&ion to return your vifit to fome of your fettle- 
ments on the coaft of Coromandel. Since the late 
war, they have prohibited the Englifh from ap- 
proaching thofe iflands under any pretence whatfo- 
ever. For my part, I do not know a place in the 
world, where a large body of forces may be difei- 
plined, and prepared to aft, with greater fecrecy, 
than at thofe iflands. A perfon the leaft conver- 
fant in the nature of the trade and monfoon winds, 
which prevail in the Indian Seas, will difeover at 
one view, with what facility a junction could be 
formed of the French forces at the French Iflands, 
and the Spaniards at Manilla, in order to attack 
your fettlements in India. A Spanifh fquadron, 
or Angle (hips, with military ftores, and a good 
corps of officers, may fail from Europe declaredly 
for the Weft Indies, and pafs the Cape of Good 
Hope, and fo through the Straits of Sunda to the 
Manillas, where there is no want of flout refolute 
fellows, religioufly attached to the fervice. Difci- 
pline makes foldiers, and here is no want of men, 
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The neighbourhood of that rich, plentiful, and 
populous town of Batavia, will be no hindrance 
to luch an attempt. As I know the conduct the 
Dutch held at the I Hand of Carrack, in the Gulf 
of Perfia, when the Englilh loft their fettlement at 
Bundarick ; their behaviour at Batavia, when the 
French took Bencoolen ; and faw the whole of 
their attempt on Bengal, under Colonel Ruflell, 
in 1759-, I own I am fully perfuaded, that they 
will never omit an opportunity of fluking our 
power in India, even though in the attempt, they 
fifked a part of their own. With fuch numerous, 
powerful, and jrreconcileable mercantile rivals on 
all fldes of you, is this the time proper for trying 
experiments? Surely np mao wUl anfwer in th$ 
affirmative. 

The ample and permanent territorial pofleffion* 
now held by the Eaft India Company, give to the 
Englilh nation, that exclufive right to the trade to, 
Alia, with refpeft to the other nations in Europe, 
(the Dutch excepted,) which charters granted 
formerly to particular focieties in each ftate, were 
fuppofed to have conveyed to individuals. What 
then would be the confequcnce of laying open the 
trade to Alia, but the giving back to our rivals, 
fhe advantages which, at an immenfe expence of 
|?lop4 an<J treafure, we have acquired over them ? 
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The duties, and other impofts, on the Afiatic 
goods, imported by the Company, bring a neat 
million flirting into the national coffers. It increafes 
annually, and will continue to increafe, while 
proper attention is paid to this beneficial branch of 
national commerce. Numbers of individuals grow 
rich by the fame means which are ufed to fill the 
national fpunge : And Montefquieu will tell you, 
that immenfe fortunes acquired by merchants in the 
way of trade, though it increafes luxury, is by no 
means prejudicial in a monarchal ftatc. 

The regular forces kept on foot at the Compa-. 
ny’s different provinces in Afia, amount to fixty 
thoufand effective men ; thefe give the neceffary 
prote&ion to the trade we carry on, and are paid 
out of the furplus proceeds of the territorial re- 
venue. They are cloathed in Britilh cloth, and 
are at all times ready to oppofe to our European 
invaders, or Afiatic enemies. A good miniftry 
will watch over the managers of this rich mercan- 
tile mine, but be very cautious how they wantonly 
change the eftablifhed mode of management:, 

I really dont know how your fyftematica! 
writers contrive to keep fo cooly clofe to the matter 
in hand ; here am I now quite at a lofs, whether I 
fhould return back to my plans for connefting and 
extending the Company’s Afiatic commerce, or 
now, that I have got hold on the military eflablifh-* 
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hient, whether I had not better proceed at once to 
carry on the lines of communication* between the 
Company’s troops ftationed at Bengal and Bombay, 
by extending the chain of polls from Calcutta, by 
Allahabad, to Agra, to Delhi, to Poonah, and 
fo round .by Surat to Bombay ; then fly down the 
coaft of Malabar to Anjango •, there crofs over the 
peninfula through the kingdom of Travancore, 
Myfore, all through the Carnatic, to Madrafs, 
and on again to Mafulipaun, Ganjam, Cattack, 
Midnapore, and fo home to Calcutta. Here is a 
pretty little circle for you : Pray, Sir, take the 
map, and obferve how eafily all this is to beefiedl- 
ed, and how finely it furrounds and fecures to you, 
the whole, or greateft part of the trading inhabitants 
of India Proper. But I am deterred from mount- 
ing a poney to whofe paces I have not been accuf- 
tomed, by obl'erving the ridiculous and contemp- 
tible figure a man exhibits, who will be meddling 
out of his own profdfion. General John Claver- 
ing knows juft as much of forming plans for col- 
lecting the revenue, providing an inveftment, 
drefiing opium, or making fait, as I do of marches 
and counter marches. Prithee, old veteran , dif- 
mount from that unfeemly hobby-horfe, which pro- 
vidence hath not given you the talents to manage, 
and no longer rifk the national intereft, and your 
own neck, by obftinately attempting to govern an 
animal, that ftoops to nothing but gentle ufage, 
common honefty, and common fenfe. 

This 
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This laft digreifidri, which hath ftolen oh me I 
know not how, has funk my fpirits into a kind of 
ftate of defpondency. I fancy that I fee the glo- 
rious mercantile edifice, which* for a long courfe 
of years, I have been wifiiing to fee perfe&ed, fink- 
ing down to ruin* and crumbling into dull:. 

The perfidious, enthufiaftic* and fuperftitiouS 
conduct of the Portugueze, on their firft fettling in 
Afia, gave the Princes of the country a very indif- 
ferent opinion of the fenfe and morals of the Euro- 
peans, who had found a way by fea to their domi- 
nions* The bloody quarrels which foon after 
enfued* between the firft comers and their imme- 
diate followers, did not remove their prejudices. 
They foon difcovered, that to gain a point in trade 
over their rivals, thefe bold and daring vifitors 
would facrifice every idea of honour and good faith. 
The firft inducement for bringing about a com- 
mercial intercourfe between the inhabitants of the 
eaft and weftern fe&ion of the globe* viz; a friendly 
and equitable exchange of the European articles 
of trade for thofe of Afia, was forgotten or laid 
afide. Treaties oflfenfive and defend ve, were en- 
tered into •, and the indolent, pufillanimous Afiatic 
defpor, furrendered the valuable mercantile com- 
modities of his country, to thofe among the new 
corners, who could beft defend him from, or re- 
venge him of his enemies; 
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This joining a fpiric for conqueft, to the eager" 
mercantile avidity which firft gave motion to the 
adventurers, introduced a new principle of condud, 
greatly injurious, if not abfolutely deftrudive, of 
their true intereft. It would lead me too far from 
the fubjed which firft prompted me to the writing 
of thefe Letters, or I could prove by a great num. 
ber of inconteftible fads, that the firft caufe of the 
decline of the power of the Portugueze, the French, 
and of the prefent debilitated, feeble, declining 
ftate of the Dutch commerce in India, was entirely 
owing to their injudicioufly mingling too great a 
portion of the military leaven in their mercantile 
polity, and an unnatural ingraftment of military 
heads on mercantile bodies. I could wilh our ru- 
lers would ferioufly confider this matter, and take 
warning from the fate of their neighbours. 

Before the war which terminated at Aix 4 a- 
Chapelle in 1748, the Englifh had kept pretty 
clofe to their firft mercantile principle. So far 
were they from thinking of making conquefts, 
that they fuffered on the coaft of Malabar, at Ben- 
gal, and in many other parts of India, many inju- 
ries and infults, from the native Princes and their 
officers. The few troops they had, were rather for 
fhow than ufej andthofe were ftationed within their 
fadories, to cover them from the ravages of free- 
booters, and not to annoy the furrounding country 
powers. In this ftate they carried on an extenfive 
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*nd beneficial branch of trade ; protcdled by thd 
warlike character, and great maritime power, of 
the ftate to which they were fubjefts, until the reft- 
lefs ambition of the French on the coaft of Coro- 
mandel, called them forth to a&ion. On this ftage 
the great Clive firft made his appearance in a mili-i 
tary chara&er, and by his example, roufed the 
marcial genius of his countrymen, and dragged the 
' cautious, prudent meafurer of cloth, from behind 
the counter to the camp. Their appearance there 
was become neceiTary and juftifiable j for it was in 
defence of the priviledges and immunities, which 
had been granted to them by the Mogul Princes, 
as a body of Englilh merchants, trading under the 
fanftion of a royal phirmaun to their dominions. 
The confequences of that war, and the fucceeding 
one with the country powers, are well known ; but 
they have led the Englilh Eaft India Company very 
far from the original intention, and nature of their 
conftitution, and have opened a wide door for in- 
novation. There is yet time and opportunity, for 
them to revert back to firft principles; Armed 
thy are, and armed they muft remain, in order to 
keep up the influence they have (I may fay) acci- 
dently acquired j but there is no neceflity for their 
running the rifk of meeting the fate of their prede- 
ceflors, contemporaries, and rivals in India, by 
changing their government from a civil mercantile 
body, into a military defpotifm. How near they 
have lately approached to this fatal change, the 
^ conduct 
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Cpndu&of General Clavering and Colonel Mtonfon. 
ar Bengal* and of General Sir Robert Fletcher and 
Colonel Stewart at Madrafs, are evidence fufficient. 

i 

If the placing General Clavering at Bengal* 
General Carnac at Bombay, and General Fletcher 
or Colonel Stewart at Madrafs, is to prepare the 
way for changing thofe mercantile prefidencies into 
military governments, like Gibraltar or Mahon, or 
as a preparative for taking the garrifons into the 
hands of government, and laying open the trade 
to Afia, I fhall be forry for it ; and feel again that 
dlfagreeable fenfation, which weighed down my 
heart, on the firft intelligence we received here* 
that a civil war had broke out in America. The 
fons of Britain united, may brave the world to arms*’ 
Divided, what will they prove, but the poor Iha- 
dows of a declining ftatc, whofe name and great 
actions may, like that of the ancient Romans, be 
handed down to pofterity, but the government, or 
the people themfelves, be no more to be found ? 
Or if continuing to exift, will be reprefented as 
modern Rome, and the miferable Italians, do the 
old miftrefs of the world, and her hardy veterans. 
If the Englifh trade to Afia is to be laid open, the 
Crown muft take poireflionof the Company’s lands, 
forts, and garrifons. The intereft of the ftatc and 
of individuals, will be different ; and though 
enough may be dragooned out of the natives, to 
pay the wages of their mafters in fcarlet robes, 
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how is the furplus, fbould any remain, to be remit** 
ted to the Englilh treafury ? Not in fpecie, for wc 
Ihall have none left : not by private traders, for 
they will be rivals to one another, and fmugglers in 
the ftate. Thofe of them will be the mod favour- 
ed, who (hall find the means to ftand higheft in the 
opinion of the military defpot, prefiding at each 
of the prefidencies. Hath it ever yet in the courfe 
of human affairs been known, that military gover- 
nors, fet over the diftant provinces of a ftate, have 
proved themfelves friends to liberty, or promotersof 
trade ? Thofe who expedt it of them, have attend-* 
ed very little to the influence a prejudice contra&ed 
by education, hath over the human mind. 

The man who wifnes, or hopes, to make the 
natives of Bengal ufeful to Great Britain, muft 
ftridlly follow your plan of increafing the confump- 
tion, and exportation of the furplus grain, and 
manufadfures of this kingdom. The cultivator 
of the foil, and manufacturer of the cloth, and 
other articles of the export trade, are fo blended 
and connected together, that the oppreflion 
or injury offered to one, is immediately felt by 
the other. On the principles on which the 
Eaft India Company are founded, and the efta- 
blifhed mode by which their affairs are now under 
your management condudled, every good national 
purpofe for holding thefe provinces, is anfwered. 
The moment you change the form of government, 
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Ehd lay the trade open, every good noft accruing 
to the Englifh nation, will be loft. 

I know that there are marly well meaning men; 
tyho think that the Britifh empire is become too 
extenfive and unweildy, to be longer properly go- 
verned on the principle of a Ample Or limited mo- 
narchy, arid that the introduction of military go- 
vernors into its diflant provinces, is but a natural 
fymptom of its near approach to defpotifm. Tho’ 
I muft o«vn that there are many ftrong arguments 
in favour of that opinion, yet I hope that there Ps 
fpirit and ftrength enough left in the conftitution, 
to enable it to revert back in time to its firft princi- 
ples. There is not a doubt; but that too great a 
portion of the military fpirir, hath been introduced 
into the management of the affairs of the Eaft India 
Company abroad. 1 he influence acquired by the 
miniftry in Leadenhail- Street; will not leflert that 
fpirir. An opportunity will foon offer, from the 
expiration of the Company’s charter, to new mo- 
del the form of government in thefe diftant pro- 
vinces. There are two things which muft be a- 
voided at that critical period, both of which, I 
much fear, the miniftry will labour to effcCt, be- 
caule they will prepare the way for the introduction 
of defpotifm, to which the princes and minifters, 
in all the monarchies that have ever yet. appeared 
on the face of the earth, have had a ftrong propen- 
fity, I mean by taking the Company’s landed pof- 
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fdfions into the hands of government, and incor- 
porating the India ftock with the national debt, 
for which they will grant government fecurity, and 
lay open the trade to Afia. Let any man who 
thinks thefe fears chimerical, advert to what large 

llrides have been made by a venal Houfe of Com- 
< * 

mons, within thefe laft twelve years, towards fur- 
nilhing the Prince with the powers of an abfolute 
government. 

EverV one of the nations Who have traded to 
Afia by the Cape of Good Hope, commenced with 
the true Ipirit of merchants, juftice, equity, punc- 
tuality, and moderation. Whilft they adhered to 
thofe principles, their trade flourifhed, and ex- 
tended over all Afia* but when, intoxicated by 
fuccefs, and allured by ambition, they negledted 
thofe prudent maxims, or changed them, by ad- 
mitting by degrees, too great a portion of the 
military fpirir, from that period their influence as 
merchants declined. The chicanery of politics, the 
blaze of war, and clalh of arms, kept up the ball 
for a time, but thefe produced their ufual fruit-*- 
opprefllon, poverty, flavery, and rags. Where is 
now the grandeur and pride of Ormus, and of 
Goa ? Sunk even lower than that of Pondicherry 
and Chandernagore ; and the condition of thefe 
are, God knows, miferable enough. 



It muft be admitted, that the nature of the Bri- 
tifli government, the fpirit and genius of her peo- 
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pie, her naval power, and peculiarly happy fitua- 
tion, promifes a longer duration to her empire, 
than has hitherto happened to any preceding one 
which has hitherto appeared on the face of the 
earth. But all this will not prevent her decline, if 
the principles on which (he was governed, in raifing 
to fuch imperial greatnefs as Ihe now enjoys, be 
regledled and forgotten. If the military fpirit tup- 
plants the mercantile, in any part of her wide ex- 
tending dominions, that part will firft be fenfible of 
the change : nor would any part of her vaft empire 
decline fo foon, in confequence of fuch a change, 
as her Afiatic provinces. They pay their tribute 
in rich merchandize. The coliedlors of this tribute 
mult be trained up merchants, who muft alfo pof- 
fefs the civil power, and hold the purfe firings. 
To this power the military muft be fubordinate, or 
the whole will degenerate into tyranny, under whofe 
baleful influence, no mercantile plant can over 
flourifh. 

Whoever fhall be minifter at the termination 
of the old charter, if he withes to increafe the 
power of the crown by any pollible means, without 
regard to the true intereft of the nation, the cant 
will be renewed, of the impropriety there is in a 
company of merchants holding kingdoms in Pubjec- 
tion, and pofleffing, in bar to all other of his Ma- 
jelly's fubjedts, an exclufive right to fo extenfive 
and beneficial a branch of trade as that to Afia. 
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Myriads of pamphleteers will be employed, fet 
fpeeches will be made, and the great leviathan will 
be amufed with a barrel, whilft the date projedtors 
run away with the Ihip. That is, the Company’s 
original dock, with what the minifter fhall pleafe 
to allow them for their forts, garrilons, lands, and 
tenements, will be, in the language of ’Change- 
Alley, ccnfolidatcd. King’s officers will be fent to 
govern thefe mercantile provinces, the Eaft India 
Company annihilated, and the trade laid entirely 
open to all bis Majedy’s fubjedts ; and the folid, 
and almoft exclufive benefits, now enjoyed by the 
Englifh nation, divided amongft all the nations of 
the world; .and all this brought about to fccure the 
Minidry thirty additional votes in the Houfe of 
Commons. This is one fide of the pidture; but 
thank God, there is yet another not fo glaring per- 
haps, but infinitely more folid; for it hath truth, 
experience, and national profperity, for its objedt. 

There is not a man, the lead converfant in the 
nature of commerce, but will admit, that it would 
be more for the intered of a kingdom, condituted, 
governed, and fitqated, like Great Britain, to fend 
to Afia, a million derling annually in bullion, and 
have the returns in the articles of merchandize, 
than to receive double the fum from thefe provin- 
ces in fpecie, by way of tribute, without any trade 
at all. How infinitely more advantageous will her 
intcrepurfe whh thefe provinces be, when it fhall 
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be made to appear, that the managers of this great 
and important branch of national commerce, have 
it in their power, without fraud, rapine, or any 
other illegal means, to export annually to a certain, 
fale in India, a million and a half worth of the 
wrought manufactures of the nation ; and to make 
returns from Afia to the port of London, in rich 
articles of Afiatic merchandize, which would find 
ready fale in Europe, to the full and neat amount 
of 4,500,000 /. fterling annually. I have as clear 
an idea of the manner how the above exports and 
imports may, with fafety, eafe, and honour to 
.Great Britain, be effected, as I have of any of the 
moft Ample propofition in arithmetic ; and when I 
fat down to write thefe Letters, I conceived that it 
was very eafy to communicate the ide^ to you, Sir, 
and others, whofe intereft, as well as duty, it is, 
to know it as well as I do ; but in attempting the 
elucidation, I have found difficulties, of which, at 
firft, I had not the leaft conception. We have, 
in the long ftruggle for power, which has been 
kept up with various fuccefs, and with various forts 
of enemies, for more than twenty years, deviated 
widely from our firft principles. Corruptions, 
mifmanagements, deviations, and innovations, 
have vitiated the original conftitution of the Com- 
pany. A military fpirit hath grown up, and almoft 
fuppreffcd the mercantile fpirit; and this hath 
paufed fo great a change in the order of things, that 
| |tave frequently, found, that though my poftula- 
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turns and reafoning thereon, were true, and appli- 
cable to the conftitution of the Company, as a 
mercantile body, yet appeared chimerical, and al- 
moft ridiculous, when applied to them in their prer 
fent unfettled date. They are become fomething 
more than merchants, and lefs than fovereign 
Princes, Whilft the managers at home, fay that 
trade is their only objedt, their military fervants 
abroad pant after conquefts. They are precifely 
in that dangerous fituation, where the Portugueze, 
the Dutch, and the French, have been before 
them. Security, profperity, and duration, points; 
back to their firft principles. Ambition, avarice, 
and falfe pride, looks forward to conqueft and do- 
minion ;»and that will breed the worm which de- 
flroyed the grandeur and mercantile influence, of 
their predeccffors in Afia ; anti if purfued, will ul- 
timately deftroy them. If, at the approaching fa- 
vourable crifis, of the termination of the Compa- 
ny’s charter, it lhall pleafe God to diredt the hearts 
of our rulers, to grant another charter, formed and 
digefted on the true national mercantile principles, 
where the military fhall be totally fubfervient to the 
civil power, the commanding officer having a feat 
in council in military affairs only, and where tfie 
ftate fhall referve to themfelves, a fufficient con- 
trolling power over the Company, to prevent fq 
mecefiary and ufeful a body of men, from forming 
aerial fchemes, of raifing the dividends on the flock 
into a bubble, to thp difcredit of the nation, ancf 
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prejudice of individuals, on the one hand * and on 
the other, from finking into low, dark, defigning, 
felfifh, ftock -jobbing pedlars, whofe fpirit and prin- 
ciples is as foreign from that of a candid, ingeni- 
ous body pfEnglifh merchants, as that of a band 
of banditti, is from that of a corps of brave offi- 
cers. I will here rifk one thought, which may 
probably, if made a claufe of fome future aft of 
Parliament, or charter, be a check on the foremen- 
tioned evils viz. that the new Company ffiall di- 
vide the firft year, no more than fix per cent, the 
fecond /even, and the third eight, at which it (ball 
Continue to be fixed, and never rife higher. That 
all the furplps lhall be formed into a ftock, fimilar 
to the national finking fund, and fet apart to fup- 
ply extraordinary contingencies, or be applied tQ 
make up the dividend eight per cent, if by lodes at 
fea, or other unforefeen accidents, the next annual 
proceeds Ihould faillhort, and be infufficient for 
that purpofe. And this furplus fund to be under 
{he controul of Parliament. 

I have already faid, that I ufed your name with- 
out your knowledge. Indeed thefe Letters are of 
fuch a nature, that {hey cannot be {hewn to any 
one for advice. One would objeft to their being 
too bold j another, that the reafoning is too gene- 
ral j and a third, that it is too particular. The 
pireftors will be angry, and perhaps order the 
Author home$ the tpilitary will be for having , 
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him tied up to the halbert ; the miniftry will laugh 
at him ; and the critics mince his lucubrations all 
to all feraps. But you. Sir, who know him very 
well, and who, as I laid fomewhere before, will 
be called upon by your Prince and country, to 
give your afllftance in forming and digefting a 
code of laws, to be inferted in the new charter, 
(if one is to be granted, which, for the honour and 
happinefs of my native country, I hope will be the 
cafe,) will bear with the blunders, incorre&ions, 
and other faults, in the hope of finding fome few 
mercantile ideas, which may be of ufe to you in 
(he great national undertaking abovementioned. 

This Letter is, by unfotefeen digrefiion, become 
already fo very long, that was I now to enter into a 
difeufiion of the matters propofed in the firft part, 
it would fwell into a book. I (hall, therefore, dole 
it here, and endeavour, in a third, which I will 
take the liberty to addrefs to yqu, whether you 
continue in the government or nor, to lay down a 
plan, for combining and fixing the national trade 
to Afia in fuch a manner, as will make it perma- 
nent, and for ever ufeful to the Englilh nation. 
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LETTER III, 

FROM A 



FREE MERCHANT in BENGAL, 

1 

T o 

WARREN HASTINGS, Eft. 

• . * ■ ) * ' 

HONOURABLE SIR ; 

I HAVE already addreffcd to you two Letters on 
the fubjedt of Afiatic commerce; this is a 
third ; and fo interefting and unbounded is the fub- 
jeft, I cannot promife that all I have to fay, will 
be included in this, 

From the moft early period of time, .Europe has 
fupplied Afia with filver and gold, and received in 
return, fpices, odoriferous gums, rich Glks, muflins, 
and coarfe callicoes. The mines in Europe were 
wrought to fupply this great drain, until the more 
fich opes in the New World were difcovered. From 
. that 
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that period, Spain imported from her American do- 
minions, as much as was wanted for the ufebothof 
Europe and Afia. To find out the tracks the pre- 
cious metals found, by which to penetrate into the 
interior parts of Hindooftan, would require a more 
minute difeuffion, than is neccflary for my prefent 
purpofe. Suffice it to fay, that from the River 
Indus, along the coafts of Guzurat, Cambaya, and 
Malabar, fouth, to Cape Comorin, and from thence 
northward, along the coaft of Coromandel and 
Orifla, to the Ganges, there are difperfed great 
numbers of rich trading cities, to which, both be- 
fore, and fince the difeovery of the paflage round 
the Cape of Good Hoptf, moft of the trading na- 
tions of the earth, have found means to convey fil- 
ver and gold, which they gave in exchange for the 
rich articles of merchandize, both wrought and un- 
wrought, the produce of the great Afiatic peninftj- 
Ja, known by the name of India Proper, 

The influence the Englifh Eaft India Company 
Jiave acquired in this rich and extenfive country, 
in particular on the fea coaft, described in the above 
paragraph, is well known to every body. The 
Portugueze, the Dutch, and the French, have, in 
their turns, enjoyed great influence, and great 
power-, but by changing their condutt, and from 
peaceable merchants becoming military tyrants, 
their influence and power have funk to nothing, 
?nd their names have become names of reproach 



( 93 ) 

over all Afia. On their firft trading to India, thd 
line was very judicious, and carefully drawn be- 
tween the civil and military power. The laft, 
whilft trade was the foie objedt of their employers, 
were prudently held in a ftate of entire dependence 
on the firft. They traded with arms in their hands, 
it is true *, but it was more with a view to the fe- 
curity of their own property, than with intention 
to plunder that of others. When they had, by 
fervile adulation, and by prefents to the Princes of 
the country, obtained a grant of a fmall diftridt 
or territory, whereon to eredt factories, they walled 
them round, and the troops employed to guard 
them, were permitted by the neighbouring Princes, 
or ftates, as things neceflary to the credit of an 
opulent body of merchants, whom they permitted 
as fuch to refide among them. Whilft this firft 
principle of mercantile polity was ftridlly adhered 
to, and their troops were confidered as guards, or 
watchmen fet over their merchandize, and only in- 
creafed, as the factories multiplied or extended, 
the nation from whence they came, drew real be- 
fit from their Afiatic commerce j but no fooner 
was this moderate mercantile fpirit vitiated by, or 
changed for, that of the military, from that mo- 
ment did the real intcreft of their native country 
decline in India. When leaving the profeffion of 
merchants, they affe&ed to be conquerors, and 
from private citizens, became fovereign Princes, 
blinded an<J led on by their pafiions, they left be- 
- ' hind 
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hirid their firft principles, and the cataftroplie 
for ever, and at all times, inevitably the fame. 

A Prince of the Brood of the Houfe of Braganza* 
afked an old Portugue2e Admiral, what would be 
the beft means to recover the national trade to In- 
dia. “ Recall four fifths of your troops, hang up 
“ nine tenths of the prints, apply the money which 
“ is fpcnt in maintaining of them, to augment your 
<c naval power,” faid the old veteran, “ and the 
“ trade will recover of itfelf.” “ I was fent,” faid 
General Lally, “ to India to ruin One Company, 
** and have ruined two.” He did not advert fuffi . 
ciently to one circumftance, which was, that the 
Englilh Company had not, at that time, deviated 
fo much from mercantile principles as the French 
had done, or his obfervation would have been as 
applicable to the condition of the former, as it was 
to that of the latter. Lally’s impatient military 
fpirit, finifhed the work Du Pleffis* ambition had 
begun, and totally ruined the trade of France to 
Alia. 

The Englifh Eaft India Company have fo far 
deviated from their firft principles, on the coaft of 
Coromandel, as to become military auxiliaries to a 
rapacious defpot, inftead of a refpeftable body of 
merchants, in alliance With a powerful Prince, 
whofe country they were meant to benefit, as well 
as their own, by a due regulation of the tariff. The 

troops 
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trobps of thfc Nabob are now in arrears of pay 4 
for as that Prince extends his dominions, his fub- 
jects are but the more opprefled •, and as the mili- 
tary fpirit increafes, the mercantile fpirit declines. 
Another war in the Carnatic, will moll likely ruin 
both, by transferring the power to other hands. 
Lord Pigot faw this, and wifhed to prevent it, by 
reftoring the Tanjour country to its proper Prince j 
but the military fpirit had acquired too great an af- 
cendency in the Council at Madrafs. Thofc mer- 
cantile managers for the Company, had loft fight 
of their firft profefllon. Inftead of attending to the 
commercial concerns of their employers, or of their 
own, they had lent their money, at high intereft, 
to the Nabob, who could not pay them, but by 
grievoufly oppreffing both his old and new fubje&s. 
To enable him to do this* that they might draw 
from him the advantages propofed, they violently 
diverted his Lordlhip of the government. If this 
manoeuvre doth not bring after it the ruin of the 
Carnatic, before the Company can interpofe, it 
will be becaufe the French are not yet quite ready, 
or that Hyder Ally is accidentally, and fortunately 
for us, employed in fubduing the Dutch fettle- 
ments on the Malabar coafi. 

It may not be amifs to enquire here, how it has 
happened that the Dutch, who contributed much 
' to drive the Portugueze out of India, have not 
themfelves fuffer^J the fame fate from the French 
. . or 
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or the Englifh. As to the French, they, froth the 
nature of their government, fet out with too great 
a portion of the military fpirit, and that fpirit will 
for ever prevent them from having any very per- 
manent commercial eftablilhments in any part of 
the world, far diftantfrom the parent ftate ; as fuch 
eftablifhments can only be prote&ed by a great 
naval power ; and a great naval power is imprac- 
ticable for a . monarchal ftate to form, and main- 
tain for any long time, whofe principle of govern- 
ment borders fo nearly on defpotilm, as doth that 
of France. A very fmall portion of the mercantile 
fpirit, was mixed up in the government of the fet- 
dements they formed in Afia. The military fjpirit 
preponderated too much, and this added to the 
lively capricious difpofition of the nation, hurried 
them on to conqueft and dominion, by which they 
were themfelves ruined, before they had time to 
fix themfelves fecurely, and attempt the ruin of 
their rivals. Befides, a Frenchman will not deign 
to quarrel with a Dutchman, whilft an Englishman 
is to be found. Had they Succeeded in their attack 
on Madrafs in the late war, the Englilh power in 
India, would in confequence, have been extremely 
reduced, and then the Dutch would not have efcaped 
them long. The Settlements of that Republic in 
Afia, are precisely in the fame Situation as the Re- 
public itfclf is in Europe •, they hang fufpended by 
a Single hair. It is neceflary to the balance of 
power, accidentally eftablilhed between the leading 
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ftates In Europe, that the Republic fiiould exift ; 
and on that precarious tenor flic will exift, until 
foine two or three of the leading ftates on the con- 
tinent, (hall have fettled among themfelves, in 
what manner to (hare her fpoils. The Englifh, 
her natural friends, will interpofe, and may, for a 
time, protradl her fall : but fall (lie mull, and that* 
perhaps, fooner than is generally imagined. When 
the Dutch covertly aflift the French, to reduce the 
power of the Englifh in Afia, they may be faid to 
be infatuated, and totally blind to their teal in- 
terefts ; for their very being as a trading (late in 
Afia, depends on the power of the Englilh, more 
than on their own. Here they are quite ripe for 
deftrudtion •, and but for the fortunately accidental 
interpofition of the Englifh power, which the com- 
mercial jdaloufy of the Dutch Will not permit them 
to fee, they would have been ruined long ago. Ri- 
gid virtue, fevere economy, and unfullicd mercan- 
tile probity, are the principles on which iheir date 
was eftablilhed. How far they have adhered to 
their firft principles, as it relates to their charadter 
as a nation, or theirTituation in Europe, I am not 
here to examine ; but that they have forgot theni 
all in Afia, I (hall prefently make appear. It is 
fomewhat ftrange, that the people of the colonies, 
fcnt out, or planted* by a. mercantile republic, as 
well as the fubjedts which they acquire by foreign 
conquefts, have been governed on principles very 
different from the fpirit which animated the parent 
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ftate j in all ages of the world ; but fo it is, and 
ever has been ; and this may be proved by referen- 
ces to the hiftory of the Tyrians, the Athenians, 
the Carthaginians, Venetians, Genoefe, and Hol- 
landers. How it comes to pafs that a people, 
whofe fpirit of government is eftablifhed on virtue 
and economy, fhould, on the inftant they acquire 
foreign dominions, call in a new principle by which 
to manage them, and that the moft daftardly to 
which the human mind is fubjeft, ( fear ,) and 
thereby fow the feeds of their own deftruftion, is 
to me inconceiveable.* The Ifland of Ceylon is 
rich in various articles of merchandize, very ex- 
tenfive, and prodigious fertile ; was formerly well 
peopled, and well cultivated ; but ftnee the total 
conqueft of it by the Dutch in the war of 1762, 
when they fubdued the kingdom of Candy, it 



* The writer, when thefe Letters were compofed in 1776, had 
in his mind our injudicious attempt to tax the Americans, bvlawt 
to which they had not given their aiTent. The conferences are 
too well known, and includes another inftance of the folly of pa- 
rent ftates, firft permitting colonies to become numerous, and im- 
bibe the fpirit of liberty and independence, and then make attempta 
to enflave them. The Dutch fettlers at the Gape of Good Hope, 
were on the point of trying their ftrength with their parent date, 
when the late war interpofed, and roufed the Dutch from their 
flumber at home ; and though they may find it difficult to caufe 
the French to withdraw their troops entirely from the Cape of 
Good Hope, when ever that event fhall take place, they will fend 
a fufficient number of their own, to overawe the colonills ; if not, 
the latter will foon follow the example of America, and declare 
themfelves independent. 
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drears a different face. The inhabitants are reduced 
to nearly one' half. The furvivors are perfect 
flaves, and permitted to cultivate nothing but the 
cinnamon tree and pepper fhrub ; for the produce 
of which, their talkmafters allow them a moffc mi- 
ferable pittance. Was a foreign power to land on 
the Ifland, the natives would revolt to a man. How 
long they would have been free from fuch a vifit, 
and what would have been the confequences of it, 
had the French fucceeded on the Coromandel coaft, 
in the late war, I will leave them to determine. 
They have fubdued and furrounded the Illand of 
Java in the fame manner. Here they draw their 
principal advantage from the induftry of the Chi- 
nefe. But fo rigidly fevere is their government, 
both of the native Javans and of the Chinefe, and 
fo ill affc&ed are both thofe cads of people to their 
defpotifm, that was a ftrong fquadron of fhips to 
appear on their coaft, with a force equal to that 
fent by the Englifh in the late war, from Madrafs 
to the Manillas, the Dutch would be driven from 
the Illand in a month. The Spice Ifiands are held 
by the fame tenure, and indeed, fo are all their 
poffdlicns to the eaft ward ; and nothing could pre- 
vent their finking into the fame miferable infignift- 
cance with their predeceflbrs the l’ortugueze, but 
that the Englifh, who, though their rivals as mer« 
chants, yet that rivalry is fo tempered by their 
friendlhip to them, as fubjefb of an European 
ftate, in friendly and ftrift alliance with Great Bri- 
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tain, that it fecures to them their prefent pofTef* 
fions, in a manner more permanent, than any re- 
maining power or influence of their own could pof- 
fibly do. 

England is now,* with refpeft to the United 
Provinces, as the elder filler of the fame houfe, in 
pofiefiion of the fovereignty, to a younger filler by 
the fame parents. Their political interefts are the 
fame •, they mull flourilh or decline together. As 
no little fquabbles about caps, ribbons, or pins* 
fhould induce a perfonal diflike to one another in 
the two natural filler', neither fhould a few trifling 
mercantile differences in interell and opinion, in- 
duce a want of friendfhip in the political fillers. If 
they mull fquabble about fpice and fait petre, whetf 
confidered as commercial rivals, let tbofe accidental 
differences in mercantile polity, be abated and 
adjufled on their own principles. As neighbouring 
flates, it is their mutual interell for ever to agree, 
and fupport one another. United as maritime 
powers, who is it* that dare attempt to give them 
laws with impunity ? Divided, they weaken each 
other, to the benefit of their common enemy. The 
fall of the Republic will draw after it the fate of 
Monarchy. The fall of the Monarchy would bury 
the Republic with its ruins. As Hates they are 
natural friends •, as merchants, I believe, from the 



* This Letter was written in 177ft. 
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nature of things, they muft be enemies. I wifh a 
divifion of the advantages of the latter, could be 
fo equitably made between them, as to give content 
to both : But this may be attempting to wafh the 
Blackamoor white. A further acquifition of do- 
minion in India, would involve the Englilh in per- 
petual wars, and the moll trifling mifcarriage, en- 
entangle them in fuch difficulties, as to render im* 
poflible the neceflary attention to the mercantile in- 
tereft, from which alone, the nation can draw any 
real and permanent advantages. 

The acquifition of the Ifland of Salfet, which 
in a manner furrounds the Ifland of Bombay, is 
fufficicnt to fecure the latter from the danger of a 
famine. A further extent of dominion on that fide 
the Indian peninfula, would be injurious to us as 
a mercantile people. Any arguments which may 
be urged, to prove the neceflity of taking in the 
country between Bombay and Surat, may with 
equal juftice be enforced, for proceeding on to 
Cambaya, to Guzurat, to Poonah, and to Delhi. 
When merchants become too flrongly infefted with 
the military fpirit, no line can be drawn to fatisfy 
them. The peaceable pofleffion of Bombay is ne- 
ceflary to the Company, and to the ftate: it is fc- 
cured to them by the late ceffion of Salfet. The 
influence their fituation there gives them, is fuffi- 
cient for every good mercantile purpofe. We may, 
jf we pleafe, go on to lofe Great Britain in Afia j 

9A 
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as Mr. Pitt faid jou won America in Germany, 
Swell, reptile, until you are obliged to remember 
the frog in the fable. 

Leave the Mahrattas to fettle the fuccefiion in 
their own government. Let which party foever 
prevail, they will readily grant you all you wanr, 
a fair and equitable adjuftment of the tariff. You 
command the fea coaft of Malabar with your na- 
tural arms, a marine force. Bombay is a noble 
magazine and arfenal ; a place of retreat, refrefh- 
ment, and for the repairs of your fhips. The 
Mahratta government favours all kinds of merch- 
ants ; we as fuch, are neceffary to them : They 
never will know us in any other character. Send 
them a bale of Britifh broad cloth as an ambaffa- 
dor, and they will do juftice to, and refpeft the 
owners. From this fairly acquired and well chofen 
center, our influence extends in a glorious circle, 
as far as, in prudence and moderation, we can 
wifn it. Leave conqueft, and the trade of making 
flaves, to defpots, and the flaves of defpots. 
Firmly rooted at Bombay, and fupported by the 
true mercantile principles, juftice, equity, punc- 
tuality, and moderation. What more would we 
have ? Even now our influence extends northward 
to Surat, to Cambaya, and to the River Indus, 
with a permanency very different from that acquir- 
ed by the Macedonian freebooter, Alexander. Ac 
jhefe places we obtain, on juft and reafonabla 
. {ermsj 
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terms, innumerable forts of ftained and unftained 
calicoes, with which we fupply Europe, Africa, 
and America : from Hudfon’s Bay to the Equator, 
on both fides the great Atlantic Ocean ; cotton for 
our trade to China and Bengal ; and piece goods 
of a thoufand forts and dyes, with which we fup- 
ply the marts in the Gulf of Perfia and of Mocha. 
From the firft we bring home bullion, which lef- ’ 
fens the neceflity of the export from the parenc 
ftate ; and from the lad, as much coffee, as fufficcs 
to fumigate the brains of all our ftatefmen and 
politicians, from John-a-Groat’s houfe to the 
Land’s End. To the fouthward, not a Prince on 
the Malabar coaft, but refpedls our national flag, 
and fupplies us with the beft pepper and carda- 
mums in the world, cheaper, and in greater abun- 
dance, than to any other people. March out of 
our faflories of Tellicherry, Calicut, and Anjan- 
go, and attempt a conqueft of the countries round 
about, and the natives will firft refift, then defpile, 
and at Length expel us: or if we barely keep 
footing, as our contemporaries and rivals, the 
Portugueze at Goa, the French at Mahie, and the 
Dutch at Cochin, they will lay us under contri- 
butions, and treat us with the contempt fuch im*, 
politic infatuation defervcs. 

From Bombay Ifland to the eaftward, over all 
the Mahratta dominions. Our broad cloth, cop* 
per, iron, lead, ironmongery, and hard ware, is 
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permitted to pafs from province to province, with* 
out the lead obftru&ion, after having paid an im- 
port of three per cent. which is but juft the half 
of what the Company themfelves charge as duty, 
on the importation of thofe articles of Britifh ma^ 
nufa&ure at Bombay. To the weft, on the other 
fide the Indian Ocean, there is not a port on the 
^coaft of Arabia, Abyflinia, and Africa, to which 
we do not trade with fafety ; and receive front 
them, for the Europe and China market, afiafoeti- 
da, dragons blood, verdigreafe, aloes, together 
with olibanum, myrrh, and leveral other aromatic 
gums. What more do vfa want ? Miftrefs of the 
feas, protestors of fair traders, and fcourge of pi- 
rates. Can we, as Bricifb fubjefts, wilh, or obtain, 
a more glorious or enviable fuuation ? If more of 
the productions of the kingdoms and ftates fitua- 
ted on the weft fide of the great Aliatic peninfula, 
commonly called India, are wanting for our trade 
to any country on the weft fide the Cape of Good" 
Hope, we have but to fay fo, and they will be 
provided. Where then is the ufe of military 
triumph, and ufelefs conquefts ? Are not the ap- 
pellations of merchants, friends, and proteftors, 
preferable to thole of freebooters, enemies, and 
deftroyers? I pafs now from the Malabar to the 
Coromandel coaft, and in my way, call: an eye of 
pity and compaflion, on the miferable inhabitants 
of the Ifland of Ceylon, held in a ftate of moft 
grievous flavery, that the Dutch may have the foie 
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priviledge of fervingthe reft of the world with cin- 
namon. It is impoflible to confider the fituation, 
extent, fertility, and numerous conveniencies of 
this beautiful Ifland, without feeing that it was in- 
tended by providence to be the mercantile miftrefs 
of the Indian Ocean. There i3 not an article of 
Afiatic merchandize, that it would not produce ; 
hath feveraj good ports, and one of the fineft har- 
bours in the world ; but not a vefiel belonging to 
it, but a few of the worft conftrufted filhing boats 
in the univerfe, in which the wretched natives are 
fent to fifh for their inhuman tyrants. Did their 
mailers permit thofe miferable beings to make their 
filhing craft more uftful or commodious, they 
would ferve them for the means of efcape from their 
tyranny. They are not even permicted to approach, 
any vefiel which pafles the coaft, to benefit by 
changing their filh for fugar, rice, or any other of 
the neceflarics of life. The haughty Republicans 
fix the galling yoke of flavery on the necks of a 
nation of inoffenfive Aliatics, who never could have 
injured them, but would not fuflfer the Spanilh 
tyrant to treat them in the fame way. — Pedling 
monopolizers of all the fpices, your meafure of ine- 
quity is not yet full. 

The Englilh held on the coaft of Coromandel, 
befides their prefidency of Madrafs, the town of 
Cudalore, under the protection of Fort St. David, 
yh? French had taken the former from them, du- 
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ring the war which commenced in the year 1 743, 
This, with fome grants they had obtained from the 
Subahs of the Decan, had given a fpurto the mi- 
litary fpirit, which, in its courfe, for ever deftroys 
the mercantile. Madrafs had been reftored by the 
peace of Aix-Ia-Chapelle ; but the French, grown 
impatient for conqueft and dominion, were become 
troublefome and uneafy neighbours, whofe views 
were plainly to engrofs the whole of the confidence 
of the Princes of the country. To Mr. Orm's 
Hiftory of the Carnatic, I refer thofe who wilh to 
lee their proceedings in full detail. Prefervation 
of their own rights, and legally obtained privi- 
ledges, firft called the Englifh to the field. It was 
a war of felf defence, and therefore juftifiable by 
all laws, human and divine. At the peace of 
Paris, the Englifh were on the Coromandel coaft, 
in the fituation the French had been in at the peace 
of Aix-la-Chapelle. A reftlefs military fpirit, and 
total negleft of their mercantile interefts, ruined 
the latter. I hope the former will advert to the 
caufes of the ruin of their rivals, and benefit from 
it, by looking back in time to firft principles. If 
the Company’s annual balance fheet of profit and 
lofs by their trade on the Coromandel coaft, were 
to be clofely examined, it would be found, that 
their gains were greater in the fifteen years which 
preceded the lofs of Madrafs, than they have been 
in the fifteen years which have elapfed fincethe cap- 
ture of Pondicherry. What good purpofe then 
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can it anfwer, that we go on to gratify the Nabob 
Mahommed Ally Cawn, in depopulating the 
country, in order to extend his dominions ? If, 
with the pofleffion of two well fituated towns on 
the fea coaft, and the charafter of opulent, refpon- 
fible, and fair merchants, every good national pur- 
pofe could be effected, what end doth it anfwer, 
that we drain ourfelves to the utmoft extent of our 
power, at a great expence of Englifh blood and 
Englilb honour, to obtain, on falfe principles, 
what is fo eafily to be obtained on true ? Let us 
examine the conduft, as merchants, we ought to 
have purfued, after the peace of Paris, and com- 
pare it with that our military phrenfy hath forced 
us into, and fee whether it is not proper for us to 
acknowledge the miftakes we have made, and cor- 
reft our conduit in time, to avoid the confequen- 
ces. 

The peace of Paris left us in full and entire 
pofieflion of all the coaft of Coromandel, except 
the ruins of Pondicherry. There is not a doubr, 
but that in the long and bloody war in the Carna- 
tic, great injuftice had at times, betn done to many 
of the petty Princes j nor was it until the general 
peace, in our power fully to adminifter juftice. 
We had experience enough of the defpotic princi- 
ples of the Afiatic Princes. Inftead of encouraging 
this difpofition in the Prince we had fet up, we 
fhould, on principles of compion equity, have 
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played them one againft the other, by doing right 
to the whole. The furrounding Prince.’, feeling 
theeffedts of our impartial diftribution of juftice, 
would have been content with their own righrs, 
and flood in awe of our power. Our own Nabob 
fliould have been made to know, that the days of 
mifery, devaftation, and opprefiion, were part and 
done away ; that peace and juftice were reftored * 
that he muft turn his mind to fetling his country, 
by encouraging the arts of peace. Agriculture 
fliould have been encouraged, manufactures pro- 
tedled, and fecuricy infured to the lives and proper- 
ties of all his fubjedts. Such a condudt had been 
eafy for us to have purfued ; and fuch condudt 
would have prevented the cruel ravages, different 
mcafures have fince brought on the provinces by the 
Madura war, the invafionof Hyder Ally, and de- 
flrudtion of the kingdom of Tanjour, which have 
more than once, brought our affairs on the coaft 
to the brink of ruin. Some individuals, no doubt, 
made great fortunes ; and the foolifh and oftenta- 
tious dilplay they made of them on their return to 
their native country, gave the Miniftry an itching 
to come in for a fhare. Sir John Lindfey was fent 
out as an Ambafifador from the Crown, The Na- 
bob, like a true eaftern defpor, took up the idea 
of playing off the King againft the Company, that 
is, the Englifh nation againft itfelf. Jnflead of re- 
fiding in the center of his dominions, and employ-, 
ing himfelf in the goyernmept of his country, on 
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found principles, he fpent his money and time, cd* 
balling and intriguing with the King’s officers, and 
Company’s fervants, at Madrafs. An alarm was 
taken at home ; and Lord Pigot, on his coming 
out, received inftrudions to find the means, by 
reftoring the Tanjorean Prince to his dominions, 
and by other ways, to fet fome bounds to the reft- 
lefs, ambitious defigrts of the Nabob; but it was 
too late ; the military fpirit had deftroyed the mer- 
cantile ; and Lord Pigot, in attempting to execute 
his orders, was diverted of his government, con- 
fined under a military guard, and the moment I atn 
now writing, it is reported at Bengal, that the 
ufurpers intend to fend him by force on board fhip, 
in order to his going to Europe; 

Will any man deny, that on thecoaft of Coro- 
mandel, the Englilh Company, or their fervants, 
are purfuing the fame fteps, which heretofore 
brought ruin on the Portugueze and the French, 
and which has made the Dutch fettlements ripe for 
deftru&ion ? The Carnatic Nabob is wily, treache- 
rous, and revengeful. The Princes round about 
are diffatisfied with our conduft, and alarmed and 
difgufted by his power. Hyder Ally, his rival, 
and the enemy of every European nation, is bufy 
in deftroying the Dutch fettlements in the King of 
Cochin’s dominions ; and Monfieur, at the French 
Elands, is not yet quite ready to take advantage of 
our egregious folly and mifeonduft. I hope no 
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fear which my friends may feel on my account, will 
caufe them to fupprefs thefe Letters. If I mult 
fuffer for fpeaking truth, let it come as it may 
I am prepared for it with that invulnerable con- 
feioufnefs of integrity, which malice cannot reach. 
It wants not the claflical didlion of a Junius, or the 
well turned periods of a Johnfon, to convey plain 
truths to the public. The foundnefs of the reafon- 
ing will fix the attention too clofe to the matter, to 
leave time for, or raife inclination in the fenfible 
reader, to cavil at the incorre&nefs of the language. 
At no period of time fince the laft peace, hath the 
Company’s affairs on the Coromandel coaft, been 
in fo much diforder and confufion, as they are at 
this junfture. The Nabob is indebted immenfe 
fums to individuals, who are fcrambling for it. He 
is greatly in arrears of pay to his troops. The coun- 
try is diftrefied in every province, and the Com- 
pany’s expences exceed their income. Difcipline 
is relaxed ; anarchy in the council j an aftive ene- 
my on the coaft, who will not mifs the opportunity 
to attempt the recovery of their power j theprefent 
managers at Madrafs defpied, and an empty trea- 
fury. What all this will produce, is not difficult 
to forefee, nor eafy to prevent. But as fome reme- 
dy muft be attempted for thefe growing evils, I 
think it impoflible the great points can be miftak- 
en. The Nabob muft be fent to refide at Arcot< 
and reftri&ed to correfpond with Governor and 
Council only, not with them as individuals; His 
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ambitious plans and fchemes of extending his do-^ 
minions, counteracted, by driCt and impartial juf- 
tice being rendered to the furrounding Princes, 
who now dread his power, and doubt our honedy j 
the military fpirit fo much reprefied, as to. reduce 
it to an implicit obedience to the civil power ; and 
the King’s officers in command of the fquadron, 
confined to the care of their own element. I will 
not doubt the abilities of Sir Robert liar! and, Sir 
John Lind/ey, and Sir Edward Hughes , to com- 
mand a fquadron of the King’s (hips, nor in this 
place contend, that they ever (hewed the lead im- 
proper attention to their own intereds ; but I will 
doubt their capacities and abilities, of entering into 
political intrigues with an artful eaftern Prince, 
which can produce either honour or advantage to 
their King or country. That I may not be mifap- 
prehended by thofe great fea officers or their 
friends, I mean by the words improper attention to 
their own inter ejls, a mod fcandalous inattention to 
the means ufed by the agent victuallers, in provi- 
ding provifion for the fquadron, and the rates they 
charge them at to government. I hope this hint, 
however untimely introduced, may be of fame uli 
to my hardly dealt with honed countrymen, the 
common feamen, navigating the King’s (hips on 
duty in the Indian Ocean. 

It is furprifing to fee what poor mercantile re- 
turns this whole coad hath ever made to the Eng- 
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lifh nation. A man who has read of the blodd/ 
conflicts, the fieges, the fea-engagements, the lofs 
of men, and confumption of money, that the wars 
with the French in the Carnatic, has coft the Eng- 
lifli nation, would naturally imagine, that immenfe 
advantages muft have accrued from the peaceable 
poflefiion of this whole coaft, from Point Palmiras 
to Ceylon, for fo long a term of years. To fet 
him right, I refer him to the Company’s accounts, 
which, after he has perilled, my word for it, he 
will come over to my opinion, that the Company, 
by their prefent policy, are but digging a grave 
for the national commerce on the coaft of Coro- 
mandel : And if they injudicioufly permit the pre- 
fent growing military fpirit at Bombay, to induce 
them to quit the Illand of Salfet, and plant the na- 
tional colours on the continent on that fide the pen- 
infula, the whole of their pofleffions in Afia, will 
be involved in war, anarchy, and defolation.* 

I am convinced that the obfervation continually 
in the mouths of fome leading men abroad, is erro- 
neous, viz. that we have gone too far to retreat 
with fafety, and that to fecure what we have, it is 
abfolutely neceffary to conquer, or difable, every 
principal power on the continent, within the lati- 
tude of twenty-fix degrees north, that is, from 
Allahabad weft, to the River Indus. The more 

•This was written in 1776. 
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Horthern nations will never permit this ; or if they 
Ihould, what good purpofe will it anfwer? Can 
the parent ftate pernlit fuch an annual drain of her 
fubje&s, as will be neceflary to hold in obedience, 
fuch an extent of dominion ? Or Will the pofleflidn 
of it increafe your national trade ? I believe quite 
the reverfe. For if caufes exactly fimilar, and in 
fimilar fituations, produce the fame effects, is it 
not natural to conclude, that in the attempt you 
will meet the fame fate the other European nations 
have met before you ? 

In oppofition to the foregoing obfervation, t 
will ri(k another, which, with fome few exceptions, 
and thofe owing to our untoward fituation in the 
Carnatic, will, I am perfuaded, fuit the national 
intereft much better ; and that is, that except in 
the provinces how held by the Englifh in Bengal, 
the national flag Ihould never be feen flying on the 
contirient of India, out of fight of the fea Ihore ; 
within that diftance, all the merchants, and mer-* 
chandizes we want, are to be found. Our inter- 
courfe with the natives, fhould be in the quality of 
merchants; whilft it is continued on that principle, 
it will be ufeful to the nation ; change the principle, 
and the advantages are no more. 

The trade to China, confidered in a national 
view, is rather a commerce of neccflity than of 
choice. We import her articles of luxury, to pre- 
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vent our neighbours from fmuggling them in upcnt 
us. As to their raw filk, I think I could make it 
appear, that the importation of it into England, 
might be lefiened, or even done without. But 
when I come to treat of the trade to Afia in detail, 
as I {hall confider the Company’s trade to China, 
rather as a channel, by which a remittance may be 
made of the balances due from the neat proceeds 
of their eftates in India, than in any other point of 
view, I (hall leave it as a matter not very material 
to my general plan, whether raw filk be, or not, 
part of the returning cargoes of the China {hips. 

• 

I return home again to Bengal: The acquifi- 
tion and peaceable pofieffion of its provinces, pro- 
perly managed, will become a great fource of 
wealth, power, and grandeur, to Great Britain. 
Its barrier lines have been drawn by nature, and are 
now occupied by the Company. The extreme in- 
dolence, infignificance, and folly, of Mirza Amanna, 
the fucceffor of the Vizier Sujah ul Dowlah, may 
make it neceffary, in a political point of view, for 
us to dry nurfe the ideot ; and the collections in 
Cheet Sing’s country may be ufeful, as it contri- 
butes to pay the troops fiationed on the barrier, 
without fending more money from our own provin- 
ces. But was I to draw my mercantile line, it fhould 
be for ever confined within the Caramnafia. The 
provinces of Bengal and Bahar, and part of Orifia, 
contain every thing we want as a trading people * 

nor 
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tior whilft we continue reafonable, juft, and quiet 
neighbours, will the furrounding potentates ever 
dare to difturb our repofe. The French may wifh 
to do it ; but whilft we continue at peace, and in 
friendlhip, with the Princes of Hindooftan, their 
utmoft efforts muft prove feeble and ineffedtual. 
What a noble field is here prepared for a genius like 
that of Mr. Haftings, to exert his talents in ! Away 
with political chicanery, defpotic/or Machiavelian 
principles j Chriftian charity, juftice, moderation, 
and mercantile probity, are all we want. 

9 

One of the ancient lawgivers, or philofophers, 
whofe name and country I have forgot, held that 
citizen to be highly reprehenfible, who poffeffed 
talents for public bufinefs, if he kept aloof from the 

y 

fervice of the ftate. With what indignation would 
the old fage, if he lived in our days, view a fet of 
men, forcing themfelves into the dire&ion of affairs 
of the higheft importance to their country, without 
poffefling one Angle qualification neceffary for 
its proper management ! If there are on the lift of 
Directors, men fo totally unfit to fuperintend the 
Company’s affairs, that they know nothing of the 
Company’s political, civil, or mercantile intereft ; 
who hardly know the names of the goods they ei- 
ther export or import; who are ignorant of the 
very complexion of the people to whofe country 
they arefentto, or brought from *, and are as well 
acquainted with the inhabitants of the moon, as they 
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are With the power, character, intereft:, or connetf- 
tion, of the Princes of Hindooftan, or of the geo- 
graphical fituation of the countries the Company 
pofiefs; if there are, I fay, any of that old leaven 
left, whofe ignorance and fervility, fecured them 
an annual feat, in the defpotic reigns of Colebrooke, 
Bolton, and their predeceffors, (fome one of whom 
afked the intrepid hero Clive, whether Sir Roger 
Dowlat , as he called Sujab ul Dowlah , was not a 
'* Baronet ;) if there are, I repeat, let them take fhamc 
to themfelves, and withdraw before the day comes, 
when the great national qucftion fhall be debated, 
whether a new charter fhall be granted to the Eaft 
India Company, or not : for i have my fears, that 
were thole experienced men to be examined before 
the Houfe of Commons, their extreme ignorance 
would caufe a negative to be put on the queftion. 



I have. Sir, made a molt extravagant excur- 
fion, but it is with intent to take a curfory view of 
the Company’s fettlements in India. I have done 
now with digrefiion, and promife you, in my fu- 
ture Letters, to keep clofer to the original intention 
of them, which was to treat of the nature and con- 
fequences of the Englilh trade to India. If I have 
deviated from my plan, it was becaufe, in the pur- 



*The ignorance of the general run of the Dire&ors, as to the 
Company’s political intereft in Afu, cannot be more ftrongly veri- 
fied, than that of a late Chairman, aflung who the Nizam was, fo 
often mentioned in the affair of Sir Thomas Rumbold. 
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fuit of it, I found the Company had deviated ia 
many important inftances, from their firft priaci* 
' pies. I wifh to fee them brought back before it 
is too late. The approaching period will be fa- 
vourable for it. Whether you are recalled from 
your government, by the power of faftion, or not, 
you muft labour in laying the foundation of this 
great national edifice. The corner ftone in the 
Afiatic feftion, muft be laid in the provinces of 
Bengal ; and who fo proper to do it as yourfelf, 
who have fpent the grcatcft and bcft part of your 
life there, in the ferviceof your country ? For the 
mercantile department, I will give you all the af- 
fiftance J can. If I am capable of labouring at all 
at the pen, I will attend clofely to this fubjeft, and 
it ftiall be done in my defcription of the importance 
of the Bengal trade to the mercantile intereft of 
Great Britain, on which I {hall treat in my Fourth 
J-etter. In the interim, I remain. 

Honourable Sir, 



JITTER IV, 




LETTER IV. 

FROM A 

FREE MERCHANT in BENGAL, 



WARREN HASTINGS, Efq, 



HONOURABLE SIR ; 

I am now fetdown to begin my Fourth Letter to 
you, which is to contain the firft fketch of my 
plan for connecting the Company’s trade to and 
from India, in fuch a manner, as will make it mod 
conducive to the national intereft and honour, as 
well as to the pecuniary advantages of the Eaft In- 
dia Company themfelves. 

In all commercial, as well as political concerns, 
conftant and regular intelligence is abiolutely necel- 
i'ary. When the Company were Amply a com- 
mercial body, and had no political concerns in Afia, 
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the detaining their Ihips a few weeks now and then,', 
for their letters of advice, invoices, and other mer- 
cantile documents, was fometimes unavoidable; 
But now they have fuch valuable pofieflions, and 
fuch interefting political concerns blended with 
their mercantile, it cei tainly is very abfurd to have 
no regular and eflablilhed modes of conveyance for 
their important difpatches, than by fuch heavy un- 
weiidy machines, as are their deep loaded merchant- 
men, which I have very frequently known lay ready 
loaded near a month, at the rifk of a cargo worth, 
in Europe, 200,000/. fterling, and at a demurrage „ 
of 20/. per diem, waiting until the fervarrts abroad 
had done wrangling, and writing minutes againfl: 
one another, that the papers might be clofed ; and 
this happens every year at fome, if not at all their 
prefidencies in India. I am aware that it will be 
faid, that the Company have their Eagle, their 
Mercury, and their Lapwing packets, which they 
difpatch on emergent occafions. I admit they have 
fuch veflels ; but by fome ftrange fatality, thole 
veflels have been confidered as mere finecures to 
the captains, or machines in the hands of party. 
Should this be denied, I refer to the difpatches fenc 
out on thole improper veflels called packets, for 
feven years paft, and if, on fuch retrofpedtive in- 
veftigation, it be not found, that they have always 
been ufed, more for the purpofe of gratifying a 
party, than for the real ufe of the Company, I lhall 
be content to be laughed at. Even this moment, 

we 
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yvc in Bengal, are gaping for the arrival of the 
Eagle packet, with the news of the recall of Meflrs, 
Haftings and Barwell, and the appointment of Ge- 
neral Clavering to the government, as has been 
hinted in all the public and private letters by the 
Bengal (hips, which left England between the 
months of January and May, 1776. But fhould 
the minifterial veterans in Leadenhall-Street, fail in 
this their attempt, I here venture to prophecy, that 
theE^gle will not be difpatched at all : or if (he be, 
the papers Are will bring, will be duplicates, or 
fome unmeaning new orders, fent juft to fave ap- 
pearances. Is it not to be lamented, that the paf- 
fions and prejudices of whole bodies qf men, as well 
as thofe of individuals, are to be managed, and 
brought over to a£l fuch mean and fervile parts, 
even in affairs of a public nature, and of the utmoft 
importance, entrufted to their care, as well ^s jq 
their own private concerns ? 

That the Company’s, and national concerns iq 
Afia, is of fufficient confequence for them to be 
at the expence of eftablilhing a regular correfpon- 
dence, wjil not be controverted ; and I, who, on 
national principles, am ap advocate for conducing 
this trade by means of a pompany fimdar to that 
now exifting, muft admit, that the expence of fuch 
correfpondence fhould be borne by the Company. 

I therefore think, that a fufficient number of fri- 
gates fhould be built, each mounting twenty guns, 

and 
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and of fuch conftru&ion, as to infure their being 
prime failcrs ; and that one of thefe frigates fhould 
fail from Plymouth, or fome other convenient port 
in the Channel, every three months, with all ad- 
vices of importance; that is to fay, on the follow- 
ing days; the firft of January, April, July, and 
Ottober ; and this in times of peace conftantly, and 
without the leaf! deviation. By thefe regular pack- 
ets, all papers, political, military, and judicial, 
might be fent, as well as duplicates of mercantile 
ones ; and let the mere merchant Ihips proceed out 
and home, as foon as they are loaded, with their 
own documents. The only material objection to 
this, would be the expence of keeping eight fuch 
yeffds as mentioned above, in conftant pay, for 
this particular purpofe. To obviate that, I boldly 
affirm, that was all the money paid by the Compa- 
ny for thefe ten years paft, for the demurrage of 
their Ihips, arifing entirely from their detention on 
account of public papers, and the fum total divid- 
ed into ten equal fhares, one of thofe (hares would 
amount to more, than would anfwer the expence 
of eight fuch packet boats annually. But there 
, are many other folid reafons for fuch an eftablifh- 
ment, which muff, without my affiftance, occur 
tp every man, who is pofltfied with the neceffary 
abilities to qualify him for being elected into the 
diredlion, to fuperintend the Company’s political 
*nd corornercial affairs. 

i Thi 
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The packets which may be difpatched in Janu- 
ary and April, would pafs the Cape of Good Hope 
in time to go what is called the inward paflage to 
India, and might be ordered to land the papers for 
Bombay at Anjango, then proceed to Madrafs and 
Bengal. The firft of thefe would return again to 
Madrafs, to fail from thence on the firft of O&ober 
for Europe-, the fecond in January; and fo on in 
continual rotation. As fome one of the ports in 
the Channel, (hould be the place from whence the 
packet (hould regularly fail every three months from 
Europe to India, fo Ihould Madrafs be the place 
from whence the packet (hould fail from India to 
Europe, with regular difpatches from all the prefi- 
dencies. The time for the packets to leave Europe 
for India, and India for Europe, I have fixed to 
the fame days, as it fuits extremely well with the 
feafons of the year. It will feldom happen that 
more than two will be at the fame time on their 
paflage out or home -, fo that there will be at all 
times one, and moftly two, of thefe veffels in Eu- 
rope, as well as in India, preparing to take their 
tour out or home. Nor (hould their time of failing 
be altered on any account, as the Company’s fcr- 
vants at the different fadlories, would be fure to 
find a veficl at the (fated time, ready to carry home 
their difpatches, There could be no kind of excufe 
for their omitting to fend by them, a clear and con- 
cife (latement of the Company’s affairs under their 
management. 

Besides 
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Besides the demurrage on the large (hips men- 
tioned above, the great charge which the Company 
are frequently put to, by their fervants fending 
vefiels from Bombay to Buflorah with packets, 
will alfo be faved. To this may be added a gene- 
ral poftage on all letters out and home, fhould that 
be thought expedient. But my plan has its foun- 
dation in matters of more coniequence, than a re- 
gulation of poftage. If the political and commer- 
cial interefts of the Company in Afia, will not bear 
the charge of a regular correfpondence, I- know 
not what will. The neceflity and utility of the 
meafure muft ftrike at once, and render all argu- 
ments to the contrary infignificant, which (hall be 
grounded on a falfe and pedling economy. 

I am not unaware, that fuch a regular and me- 
thodical eftablifhment, would often, in time of war, 
from neceflity, be broken in upon ; but this doth 
not make it the lefs ufeful : and for advices from 
Europe to India, there is another channel, which, 
though it was not difcovered in your government, 
yet has by your means been re explored, and its 
utility well afcertained ; I mean by the Arabian 
Gulf and Red Sea. In no period of time, hath 
there been an inftance of fuch amazing difpatch, 
in the conveyance of advice from one part of the 
world to another, as what has happened here. A 
letter dated in London the 24th of May, 1776, 
was received at Calcutta, in Bengal, on the 14th 

day 
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day of Augufl following. Its rout was from Lon- 
don to Marfeilles, to Alexandria, to Cairo, to Suez, 
and Bengal. In war time, the French, and other 
powers on the continent, may give fome interrup- 
tion to the progrefs of advices over land ; but what 
power can interrupt your paflage by fea ? A fri- 
gate with advices from London to Alexandria, will 
meet with no other impediments in her paflage, 
than what fhe might meet with going to port Ma- 
hon. The Company’s marine force at Bombay, 
commands the Red Sea. And though the neceflary 
delay, caufed by the eftabiifhed quarantine, would 
impede your advices from India to Europe, it 
would not be the cafe with thofe from Europe to 
Afia. 

Was I hers to enter into a minute detail of the 
times and feafons, in which it would be proper to 
order veflels on fuch fervice, or to name the places 
where to fix agents, to conduct this part of the 
plan of correfpondence, it would lead me much out 
of my way. Many, and great inconveniencies, 
have arifen heretofore, for want of fuch eftablifh- 
ment. It is eafy to prevent them from happening 
again, when ever the narrow, confined, pedling, 
’Change-Alley principle of condu&ing the Com- 
pany’s affairs, fhall be entirely expelled the heads 
and hearts of the managers in Leaden hall-Street. 




I Will 
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I will explain myfclf, to prevent the prdent 
Court of Diredors from imagining I mean them. 
That is impoflible; for I have read the late Ad of 
Parliament, for regulating the Eaft India Compa- 
ny’s affairs ; ffnce the palling of which, the fecret- 
ing, or keeping private, good or bad advices from 
India, until flock could be bought in or fold our, 
will not now anfwer the purpofe ; and men will al- 
ways do their duty, when there is no temptation to 
the contrary. When I lhall take occafion to men- 
tion any vile ad of felfilh mifmanagement, which 
betrays a breach of truft, or ignominious proflitu- 
tion of commercial probity, fuch as the above no- 
ted, formerly well known pradice, I hope the 
Proprietors, Diredors, &c. will underftand it as 
alluding to things paft, and not at all applicable 
to prefent men, or prefent roeafures. Or if by ac- 
cident, I Ihould touch a fore part (for long habit 
is a kind of fecond nature) they have only to omit 
the pradice in future, and all will go well. I own 
1 want to fee this great branch of national com - 
merce, conduded on the moft noble principles of 
national utility, and national honour. There is no 
ufe for ’change-broker cunning. All that will be 
neceffary for us in future, in 'the conduding of 
the Company’s affairs, is common fenfe and com- 
mon honefty. If thefe virtues are not to be found 
among twenty-four properly chofen mercantile ma- 
nagers, in charge of the Company’s affairs, it is 
not eafy to fay where they are to be found. I be- 
lieve 
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lieve the manner in which the Company now freight 
their fhips, for the purpofe of carrying on their 
trade to Afia, is liable to as many objections, as 
any mode which can poflibly be deviled. There 
is alfo, fome objections to the difpofal of them. A 
ruling man lhall procure a foq, a nephew, or fer- 
vile dependant, any voyage he choofes. This is 
an unfair influence, and in its confcquences, hurt- 
ful to the fervice : It is preferring the intereft of in- 
dividuals to the common 'good, which a Director 
is fworn not to do. The remedy is at hand, equita- 
ble and eafy. The homeward bound fhips take their 
turn for being taken again into the fervice, from 
the date of their arrival at St. Helena, at which 
lfland all the Company’s fhips touch, in their way 
home from every part of Afra. Why not let the 
owners of thofe fhips choofe the voyage for their 
fhip, as it comes to their turn ? Or the captains of 
the fhips taken up in one year, or at one time, 
draw lots for their refpeCtive voyages ? This would 
obviate many inconveniencies, which arife from the 
prefent partial mode- In its proper place, I will 
confider whether it would not be more for the in- 
tereft of the Company, to allow annual falaries to 
their captains and officers, in lieu of private trade j 
and thefc to be increafed in proportion to the rank 
in the fervice, &c. Their prefent mode of pretend- 
ing to reftriCt private trade, by teft oaths, and ve- 
nal officers, caufes a great and ulel efs confumption 
of the national morality. 

u 



Digitized by Google) 




( *27 ) 

In order to keep up their intereft, Colebrooke, 
and other defpots of the times, preceding the year 
1774, permitted more (hips to be built and freight- 
ed, by one third, than were wanting for the fervice. 
They run the Company in debt to the government, 
the bank, and the freight owners ; imported more 
tea than Europe could drink, or America drown ; 
and then pioufly laid all the blame on their lervants 
abroad. 

In order to reduce the furplus tonnage, the date 
limited the Directors to a certain number of (hips. 
The officers were put out of employment, and the 
captains, without being invalids, became penfion- 
ers on the Company. Thus were violent remedies 
become neceffary to corredl abufes, which men, 
void of public fpirit, had felfilhly introduced into 
the management of the Company’s affairs. 

1 

I have faid in a former Letter, that one million 
and a half of the manufactures of the mother 
country, may be annually, and with great advan- 
tage, fent to the Eaft Indies ; and that the returns 
arifing from the Tales of the outward bound cargoes, 
together with the neat proceeds of the Company’s 
eflates in India, would be fufficient to fupply returns 
in the rich merchandize of Afia, that (hould pro- 
duce, free of all kinds of expences, 4,500,000/. in 
Europe. It is impoffible to explain this, but by 
regular ftatements of the invoices and account Tales, 
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of the cargoes both out and home. I (hall, there-s 
fore, arrange them in proper order, either at the 
end of this Letter, or in a number by itfelf ; and 
to that I refer the reader for the proof of my af- 
fertions. 

The Company’s apparent neceffary expences* 
for conducing their affairs in Europe, are very mo- 
derate ; but from the partial, or injudicious arrange- 
ment of their fhips, they, in many inftances, are 
at great expences, which are altogether ufelefs, 
and every year amount to immenfe fums of money. 

The firft inftanceof partiality, or inattention, I 
(hall mehtion, is the management of what is called 
their Bombay and Mocha fhip* This fhip, from 
the time fhe is firft taken into the fervice to carry 
goods to Bombay, and load home from Mocha with 
a cargo of coffee, to the time fhe is difcharged, 
confumes full two years. Add to this another year, 
which, by the cuflom of the fervice, elapfes before 
fhe can be again employed. How then can the 
owners Jet the fhip to freight on reafonable terms, 
without being lofers by the bargain ? The truth of 
the matter is, the Captain’s intereft fuperfedes the 
Company’s ; and in order that he may gain five 
thoufand pounds, the Company are put to the ex- 
pence of twenty. For the fhip employs three years 
in effecting what ought to be done in eighteen 
months, as will appear by the following fimple de- 
tail of the faift. 

"V ' The 
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The {hips for the year, are generally nominated 
in the month of July, and their deftination fixed. 
The owners fet about to prepare them ; and in the 
month of February or March following, the Bom- 
bay and Mocha (hip fets fail, and generally arrives 
At Bombay in the month of Auguft; Here the 
Captain (for he is always a favourite) is permitted 
to idle away his time for three or four months. The 
amount of his private adventure, often exceeds the 
amount invoice of the Company’s goods fent on 
the fame {hip# It is feldom lefs than ten, and of- 
ten more than thirty thouland pounds. If he gets 
his own bufinefs done foorter than it is neceflary for 
him to go to Surat, in his way to Mocha, he is in- 
dulged with a voyage to the Malabar coaft, under 
pretence of bringing up fome of the Company’s 
pepper, which, by the bye, ought to be left on the 
coaft, and taken at once on board, by the {hips 
homeward bound. But this man, fay the Gover- 
nor and Council, is in great favour with the lead- 
ing Dire&orsj and muft be ferved. He will make 
two or three thoufand pounds by the trip, and be 
time enough for Mocha. On his return from the 
coaft, he is fent to Surat, where the fhip takes in 
fome trifling quantity of goods on the Company’s 
account, and is filled up with the Captain’s, or 
freight which goes on board, under the denomi- 
nation of the Captain's private trade, and on the fe- 
curity of which, he lends his money at a high pre- 
mium, payable at Mocha- On his arrival there, a 

I fadlory 
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fa&ory is opened with great pomp and parade, and 
a table kept for three Supercargoes, who have been 
fent out of Europe, or appointed from Bombay.— 
To do what ? Why really nothing : For the Com- 
pany’s Hindoo Broker provides the coffee. The 
Captain and Supercargoes, who, in this voyage, are 
always joint traders, before they leave Bombay, ob- 
tain permiflion to ufe their own money to pay for 
the coffee, and draw bills, at high exchange, in 
their own favour, on the prefidency at Bombay, 
to which place they return in the month of Auguft, 
ready loaded for Europe ; but do not quit Bombay 
until November, and generally arrive at home in 
May, and by the month of July, the fhip is deli- 
vered back to her owners ; nor will it come in time 
for her to be taken up until the following feafon— 
And this is called management f In the fpace of 
three years, this Ihip is once completely loaded for 
the Company, and that is homeward bound with 
coffee, becaufe the freight is paid on the returning 
cargo, and that faves the owners, who never con- 
cern themfelves whether the Captain or Company 
have the ufe of the Ihip out, or whilft Ihe is abroad. 
From the firft to the lafl; of this branch of the Com- 

■ t 

pany’s commerce, there is a moft notorious facrifke 
made of the public intereft to that of individuals. 
Indeed it runs fo completely through the whole of 
the management of the Company’s affairs in Eu- 
rope, that I am almoft fick with the thoughts of the 
numberlefs inftanees I lhall be obliged to produce in 
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thefe Letters. Such art expofuiori of notorious 
mal-adminiftration, brought home in fo great a 
variety of inftances, looks like inveCtivei or even 
defamation j and I expeCt to be outlawed, profcrib* 
ed, and even burnt in effigy, for daring to utter 
fuch biting truths, which cannot be evaded, or de- 
nied, as they are to be found in every page of the 
Company’s records. Whiift you, the Captains* 
Owners, Ships Hufbands, Proprietors, and Di- 
rectors, look there for them, I will go on to tell 
you how* in juftice to your employers, and to the 
ftate, you ought to manage the coffee tradei 

A ship load in two years, is, I think, all you 
want for national confumption. How it happens 
that it cofts you fo much, that you cannot fell at a 
price low enough to induce re exportation, may be 
difcovered by a careful attention to the fads related 
in the foregoing paragraphs j nor will you be able 
to gain any thing by this trade on your prefent 
plan : but as half a cargo, or two thoufand bales 
of Mocha coffee, imported annually, is all that 
we want at prefent, let us fee what a difference it 
■will make to us, when it is imported at lcfs than 
half the prefent expence* 

It matters very little, whether we keep ohe of 
the Bombay fervants as an agent at Mocha, or not, 
as far as it relates to the procuring of a cargo of 
coffee j for the Hindoo, who is the Company’s 
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Broker, and under whofe protection he refides 
among a nation of bigotted Mahometans, in great 
credit, eafe, and grandeur, will, as now, with the 
Captain and Supercargoes, in fa<5t, tranfadt the bufi- 
nefs. 

The country (hips which trade from Surat and 
Bombay, to Mocha and Juddah, carry very rich 
cargoes, confiding of grain, piece goods, fpice, 
andfugar. There are in Arabia, very few articles 
of merchandize, with which they can load home 
to advantage, fo that they generally return in bal- 
lad. The owners of thefe (hips, will very readily 
fupply your agent at Mocha with money, for bilk 
at par, to fave the rifk, and bring over on freight 
to Bombay, as much coffee as you want, on the 
mod moderate terms. I infid on it, that the go- 
vernment of Bombay, may contract with very re- 
fponfible people, to fupply the money at Mocha, 
and bring over the coffee annually, at lefs expence 
than it now cods the Company, for factory charges, 
and Supercargoes table expences, and have it ready 
at Bombay in the month of September. Your coffee 
fhip, which arrives there in Augud, may return 
to Europe in the November following, with as 
much coffee as you want, and complete her cargo 
with Surat piece goods. In this manner the fame 
fhip will make two complete voyages to Bombay, 
in the l'pace of time which is now felfilhly con fum- 
ed in effecting one. 

Nothin© 
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Nothing can be more irkfome than I find this 
part of my pkn. The Company will want to con- 
dud their trade, about twenty-four fhips annually, 
exclufive of the packets above mentioned. In ar- 
ranging of thefe fhips, and pointing out the proper 
time for their failing, &c. I am inevitably led into 
a dole inveftigation of the prefent condud, in order 
to contrail it with my propofed alterations, and in 
fo doing, fuch fcenes of felfifh iniquity mult be 
laid open, as will roufe almoft every man concern- 
ed, or employed, in the Company’s fervice in Eu- 
rope, againft me. I have but two inducements to 
write ori this fubjed at all : The firft is a moft fin- 
cere love of my country, which makes me wifh to 
fee her trade to Afia properly conduded : The fe- 
cond may not be altogether fo juftifiable, but it 
arifes out of the firft. I cannot examine to the, 
bottom of the mean, felfifb, interefted views of the 

i 

managers at home, without recolleding, that thofe 
very men are many of them the fame who raifed 
fuch a clamour againft the Company’s fervants 
abroad, and to cover their own iniquity, cried out 
thief firft. I (hall, in the inveftigation now in 
hand, prove, that in no part of the fervice, has 
there been fuch mal-pradices, as what continues 
yet in ufe, in the condud of their (hipping ; to 
fay nothing of their dextrous management of con- 
trads. Let thofe gentlemen fufpend their anger, 
until they have refuted the charges brought againft 
them, or have altered their cgnduft, then I (half 
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be nothing averfe to the meeting their indignation* 
When they fhall begin, as I have pointed ovlt the 
way, and either import the coffee the Company 
want, at half the prefen t expence, or make it clear 
to the nation, that it cannot be done, I will thank 
them for the firft, or afk their pardon if they prove 
the laft. But until one or other happens, I {hall 
go on to (hew the ill effetts of their management 
to the national intereft, and national honour, with- 
out regarding whofe cars it may chance to tingle; 

% 

Besides the fhip for Bombay and Mocha, there 
are generally four others taken up at the fame time, 
for the trade to that fide of India. Two of thefe 
moft commonly return home again dire&ly, with 
piece goods and pepper. The other two are al- 
ways commanded by favourites, to whofe private 
intereft the Company is for ever facrificed. The 
firft of rhefe is called the Bombay and China fhip, 
and is managed on the fame principle with the cof- 
fee trade. The Captain loads out an immenfe cargo 
pn his own private account, in defiance of Com- 
pany’s officers, whom they bribe, and of teft oaths, 
which cuftom hath taught them to take with horrid 
indifference. From Bombay they carry to China, 
fix hundred bales of cotton on account of the Com- 
pany, which, by fome fubtle evafion, they call the 
Company’s tonnage, and eight hundred bales on 
account of the Captain, and this conftantly, and 
without the leaft variation, except that in fome of 
(k .. the 
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the large fbips, the Captain’s fhare is ten fixteenths 
of die whole tonnage of the Ihip, for which he pay s 
not a farthing. Here Mandevilie's maxim of private 
vices public benefits , is reverfed , and public vices be- 
come private benefits . For the Captain gains all the 
profits arifing from fuch iniquitous proceedings * 
and this is known to the Directors, Owners, Huf- 
bands, &c. for a number of them have been Cap- 
tains, and made their fortunes in the fame way. 
A great man about Leadenhall -Street, whofe name 
may remain fnug if he fo pleafes, as not to wince, 
and thereby (hew the fore place, was once on a com- 
mittee of enquiry, on an accufation brought againft 
a Captain from Bombay, for felling military (lores 
to the country powers. This man, high in the di- 
rection, forgetting his own old practices, ironical- 
ly a(ked his brother in iniquity, “ What he had 
* * gained by the fale of his great guns ?” The Cap- 
tain, who well knew that the inquifitor had done 
the fame thing at the fame place, anfwered more 
truly than wifely, “ Really., Mr. Chairman , not fo 
« much as you did on yours by fifteen per cent” This 
ill timed repartee loft him the command of his (hip 
for fome time ; but long ufage had fo blunted the 
feelings of thofe honourable defpots, that in a 
year or two, the Captain recovered his lhip, and 
has fince made a fortune very honeftly , I make nQ 
doubt, 
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There can be no honeft reafon affigned, for 
continuing of this expenfive cuftom, of fending q 
fhip by Bombay to China. The voyage from Lon- 
don to China, and home direft, is a voyage of 
twenty months; by Bombay, it is commonly from 
thirty-two to thirty-fix months. What fhe carries 
from Europe to Bombay, may very fairly be puc 
on the Bombay fhips, without overloading of them. 
And no one will lay it is for the Company’s interefl, 
to fend a fhip fuch a rout, to carry fix hundred 
bales of cotton to China. But I fhall fet this mat- 
ter in a much clearer light, when I come to that 
part of the plan, in which I propofe that the Com- 
pany’s trealury at China, (hall be fupplied by the 
proceeds of goods from their fettlements in India | 
and that their annual China fleet fhall ferve as con- 
yoy homeward bound, to all the fhips from Afia iq 
time of war. 

The Bombay and Bengal fhip, is governed fq 
exactly on the fame principles of the Mocha and 
China ones, that it would be but repeating the 
fame words, to take further notice of her. I wifi 
confine myfelf to one more inftance out of a dozen, 
where expenfive, dangerous, and unneceffary voy- 
ages, are purfued purely to ferve the Captain, and 
which, in their CQnfequences, are highly pernicious 
{£) theintereftof the nation and the Company. 
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The prefidency at Madrafs, have every year 
ready a cargo of goods for Europe, which they dif- 
patch in the month of O&ober. The Ihip deftined 
to carry home thefe goods, arrives on the coaft in 
June or July. Would not any man imagine, that 
this fliip came fully loaded from Europe, with 
goods, military and marine ftores, for Madrafs on- 
ly, and that Ihe woqld be unloaded immediately, 
and reloaded, fo as to quit the coaft early in Octo- 
ber, in order to avoid thofe dreadful gales, which, 
are always to be expefted on this coaft, towards the 
end of that month, when the fouth-weft monfoon 
gives place' to the north-eaft, to the violence of 
which this whole coaft is extremely expofed ? — No 
fuch thing. — The Captain’s intereft for ever inter- 
pofes, in grofs violation of common honefty and 
common fenfe. It is managed at home, that this (hip 
fhall have fome few ftores for Bengal ; and this jus- 
tifies the rulers at that prefidency, to underftand 
the hints from home in the Captain’s favour, and 
they Jet her proceed. This gives him the opportu-i 
pity to load the Ihip with fait on his own account* 
with which he proceeds to the Ganges, on the very 
height of the fouth-weft monfoon. His ftay cannot 
be long, for he mqft beat back again ft the mon- 
foon, to be in time on the coaft to fell his returning 
jcargo of rice, which is alfo his own, and take in 
fiis cargo for Europe. This obliges him to work 
his people night and day, in that inclement feafon, 
§n4 ipoft unwholefome tjme of the year •, the con- 
fluence 
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fequcnce of which is, that half of them die with fe- 
vers and bloody fluxes, and the reft are fo reduced, 
as fcarce to be able to work the fhip to the coaft. 
Since I have been in India, no lefs than five of 
thefe fhips have been loft, either in going down to 
Bengal, working back at fo improper a fealon, or 
by the monfoon overtaking them before they were 
ready to quit the coaft. When had they continued 
at Madrafs, the peoples lives would have been lav- 
ed, and the (hip would have left the coaft in due 
feafon, with a rich undamaged cargo for Europe. 

Let us fee what is the advantage the Company is 
fuppofed to draw by her proceeding on to Bengal. 
Why firft fhe has fome ftores for that prefidency, 
which muft be fent down. I will not ftoop to a 
controverfy with a paltry clerk at the India Houfe, 
to point out for what finifter motives, a fhip intend- 
ed for Madrafs only, came to have goods on board 
far Bengal, becaufc I know the thing will fay, as 
fhe was taken up for Coaft and Bay, fhe muft pro- 
ceed to the Bay. — Let his mafters blufh for abufing 
their employers, and the nation in general, with 
fuch unmeaning jargon, and in future, take away 
the plea for fuch unjuftifiable proceedings, and 
freight the fhip for Madrafs only. But I will ad- 
mit that it may happen now and then, that the Ma- 
drafs October fhip may have ftores, or goods, on 
board for Bengal. Do not all the Bengal fhips, 
deliver troops, goods, and ftores, at Madrafs ? 

, - Arg 



Digitized by GoogI 




( *39 ) 

Are they hot there on their way to Bengal at the 
fame time ? And cannot the ftores, if by accident 
the Madrafs Ihip has any for Bengal, be fent on 
board them ? Yes, they may — But then the (hip 
wants her fait petre for ballaft, and muft go to 
Bengal for it. — I anfwer, the more Ihame for the 
managers— Why is it not ready at Madrafs ? Every 
year the prefidency at Bengal, fend round to Bom- v. 
bay, feveral thoufand bags of fait petre, to ballaft 
home the (hips from that prefidency : can they 
not do the fame to Madrafs, which lays not one third 
of the diftance from them ? I anfwer the quell ion 
myfelf j they can, with great eafe, and at little ex- 
pence. But if they do it without orders, fome fa- 
vourite Captains will lofe the opportunity of load- 
ing the fhip down to the Bay, with fait, and back 
to Madrafs with rice, for his own emolument} 
which hath hitherto been a fufficicnt reafon foF 
rifking the Owner’s fhip. Company’s cargo, and 
the lives of the crew. The fatfts I here relate, and 
thofe 1 lhall relate, are fo notorious, that I will 
wager my life to a golden pippin, if my friend wil| 
but caufc thefe Letters to be publilhed, the mana- 
gers will never dare to permit them in future }* in 
which cafe, I lhall be the caufe of faving fome 
hundred thoufaqds of pounds to the public, and 



*Here the author was a little miftaken : favourite Captains colt- 
pn«e to exift ; and fhips are directed to be fent certain voyages, 
fo ferve them as heretofore. 
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the lives of many of my worthy countrymen, the 
common tars ; which laft confideration is of fo re- 
frefhing a nature, that, without poffefiing fixpence 
in the world, I feel myfelf out of the reach of, and 
looking down on the whole tribe of ignorant, fclfifli 
managers, that have reigned defpotically in Leaden- 
hall-Street, from the days of Child, to thofe of 
C'olebrooke. 

Let no man, after this, fall into the miftake 
which I have done, and promife to conclude his 
lucubrations in one or two Letters, when he pro- 
pofes to treat on fo unbounded a fcience as com- 
merce ; for if he knows any thing at all of the fub- 
je£t, new thoughts will arife, and new matter fall 
in, that will lead him often into unavoidable di- 
greffion. I now plainly perceive, that to treat the 
fubjeft of national commerce to Afia, in the detail 
I propofe, of examining into every branch of the 
Company’s management in Europe and in Afia, 
will require rpuch more room, than 1 at firft ima-, 
pined. 

When I had written fo far, I had occafion to afi« 
a gentleman, if he remembered in what year the 
Englilh firft traded to Bengal. He referred me to 
the Hiftory of the Eaft and Weft Indies, lately 
tranflated from the French by J. Juftamond. I 
procured the work, and was fo ftruck with the 
great abilities of the author, on perufing the two 
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firft books of his fir ft volume, as they are tran dated 
by Juftamond, that had it been in my power to 
have recalled my firft Letter, which had gone to 
Europeon the fhip Triton, Captain Elphinftone, 
or my fecond and third, which I had forwarded on 
the London, Captain Webb, I really believe I 
fhould have committed the whole to the flames, as 
a very flamy piece of bufinefs. But they were gone 
paft recall, and I entered on the perufal of his third 
book, which treats of the firft rife and progrefs of 
the Englifh trade to Afia, with fuch high expecta- 
tions of finding every thing faid, which poflibly 
could be faid on the fubjcft, that I concluded, it 
would put an end for ever, to my having further 
thoughis of writing on a fubjedf, already fo co* 
pioufly treated by fo able a penman. Since I have 
read that book, I have again altered my opinion; 
as I have thereby found, that a man who takes all 
his fadts from the relation of others, is very often 
miftaken in his premifes. The Author of the Hif- 
tory of the Eaft and W£ft Indies, is undoubtedly 
a great genius, and of unbounded hiftorical know- 
ledge. He has collected his materials, and wrought 
them up, in a very pleafing and mafterly manner. 
But if he has been as ill informed in what he relates 
in the other parts of his hiftory, as he has in that 
which pertains to the progrefs of the Englifh in Afia, 
for the laft twenty-five years, however harmonious 
his language, or however pleafing his manner, I 
do from my own knowledge declare, that his hif- 
tory. 
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tory* in that part, ought not to be received, 
confidered in any other point of view, than that of 
being a mod beautiful hiftorical novel, where* 
with a few acknowledged fadts for a foundation* 
the author has, by the afliftanee of great learning, 
a fine imagination, and uncommon power over 
■words, blended truth and fallhood together in fo 
bewitching a manner, as to give him a chance o t 
miflcading pofterity to the lateft period of time. 
On fuch foundations do your mere men of letters 
mount up to immortality ! There is an harfimefs 
and commonality in treating of plain matters of 
fadt, or Ample truth founded on experience, parti- 
cularly when they are handled by an unlettered mer- 
chant ; that a work drawn up by fuch a genius as 
that pofiefied by the Author of the Hiftory of the 
Indies, will for ever have the preference with two 
large tribes of readers ; thofe of great learning and 
univerfal reading, who judge of the works of an 
author by his didtion, without regard to truth ; 
and thofe who, from want of learning and abilities 
to read, or think at all, are extremely prone to be- 
lieve the moft malicious reports againfi their coun- 
trymen, though propagated by a declared enemy 
to the glory and profperity of their nation. But. 
there is a third order of men endued with common 
fenfe, who read and think enough, to diftinguilh 
truth from fidtion, however poorly attired the for- 
mer, or gaudily decked out the latter. To thefe 
I addrefs what I have to fay* in arifwer to the ~ 

Abbe’s 
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Abbe’s account of the progrefs of the Enghfh Eaft 
India Company’s affairs in India, fince the year 
1750. So long have I been an eye witnefs to the . 
tranfadions in Afia : And though the Abbe hath 
every advantage over me, which a great genius, 
and a great fcholar, can have over a plain unletter- 
ed man, yet I find not the leaft diffidence or fear, 
in entering the lifts with him, on the fubjeds which 
have happened within the period above mentioned. 
To his fuperior abilities, I fhall oppofe a relation 
of the fads as they really have happened, in the 
plain fimple garb of truth, and leave cavilling to 
word-catchers and feeders on fyllables. 

The Abbe’s genius hurries him on with fuch 1 
' rapidity, that I own, in the multitude of well ar- ’ 
ranged words, l am at a lofs for his meaning. He 
tickles my fancy, but quite confounds my under- 
ftanding. He flies about from ftate to ftate, and 
mingles an account of nations who have been, with 
thofe who now are, in fuch a laconic and dogmati- 
cal ftile, that the fum total of the hiftory of many 
great trading nations, are fummed up in a fhort 
paragraph or two, confiding of a few round afier- 
tions, often unintelligible, and oftener void of 
truth. 

In his account of the Maldivia Iflands, he is 
right, in faying they produce no articles of mer- 
chandize, except cowries, coir, and fifh that the 
• . . King 
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King refides at one of the Iflands called Mole, &c. 
But when he adds that he is a tyrant, and the only 
• merchant in his dominions, he is totally miftaken. 
The King of the Maldivias is a limited monarch* 
reigning over a great number of Iflands. He ap- 
points the governors to the different divifions, 
which, as the Abbe fays, are called Attalons. 
Each divifion is taxed with furnifhing a certain 
quantity of cowries, coir, and fifh, to pay the una- 
• voidable expences of die government ; for they have 
no kind of money current with them. Every fami- 
ly pays a fmall part of this to the governors, after 
which, all the cowries they find, fifh they catch, 
or coir they make, is entirely their own, and 
they difpofe of it as they pleafe. If they export it 
on their own account, the King, as fupreme ma- 
giftrate, draws a duty of three per cent, for the 
purpofes of government ; and five per cent, on all 
the goods his own fubjefts import, for the fame 
reafon. Where doth there exift a mercantile ftate, 
* in which fomething fimilar is not eftablifhed, to de- 

fray the expences of government ? In every other 
refpeft, the natives of the Maldivia Iflands, are as 
fecure in their perfons and properties, as any peo- 
ple in Europe. The judicial authority is in the 
hands of the Priefts, and fo equitably is it ufed, 
that there is not an inftance of a native of thefe . 
Iflands, who navigate their trading veffels to every 
part of India, running away, or even flaying be- 
hind, except left as agents at the port to which 
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they trade. As th6y have no rice, or other grain, 
of their own growch, when the public magazines 
or granaries are not full, the King hath the prefer- 
*nce given him to purchafe for the public good, 
and he pays for it with coir and cowries, which 
are collected as duties. So far* and no farther, is 
•the King of the Maldivias a tyrant, and a mer- 
chant. But it would require a work as volumi- 
nous as the Abbe’s own, to refute all his wrong 
aflertions. 

The Abbe, in his account of the trade to Mocha, 
aflerts, that the French and Englifh ufed now, a 
cheaper method than formerly, in procuring their 
coffee to be brought by private fhips, to their fet- 
tlements of Bombay and Pondicherry. The me- 
thod is certainly a good one, and may be true as to 
the French j but hitherto, the Englifh Company 
have continued the old mode, of fending their own 
(hips, and for no other reafon than that which I 
have affigned in the foregoing part of this Letter, 
which was written before 1 had feen the Abbe’s 
works * nor (hall I alter it. No writer of hiftory 
ever hath been more impofed upon, than the au- 
thor feems to have been, from the account he gives 
of the expulfion of the Dutch from BufTorah, dur- 
ing the management of the Baron Knyphaufen. It 
is very pofiible, that the Abbe may have had his 
account from the Baron himfelf, fince his return to 
Europe. It is, however, falfc in every part. I 
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will here give a flight, but faithful fketch, of tlx! 
Baron’s hiftory, before his firft arrival, and during 
his flay in the Dutch fervice in India. 1 know the 
man, and the principles on which he afted, much 
better than the Abbe doth \ or he would never have 
given to the prefent age, and to pofterity, fo very 
erroneous an, account of the reafons which caufed 
the expulfion of the Dutch from Buflorah. 

The Abbe’s Baron Knyphaufen, is the elder 
brother to the Ambaflador of that name, who re- 
fided fo long, in a public chara&er from the King 
of Pruflia, at the court of London. He was a fub- 
jeft of, and Lieutenant in the King of Prufite’s 
fervice, and prefent at the a&ion, which the army 
of that Prince had with the Auftrians, commanded 
by Prince Charles of Lorrain, fome time about the 
years 1742 or 1743. Ic was, I have heard, the 
firft battle the King had ever feen. Some part of 
his army was broke, and very roughly handled by 
the Auftrians. The King, who did not, it feems, 
command his army that day, terrified by the con- 
fufion and flaughter which furrounded him, took 
fright, and made a very un-foldier like retreat j 
and was five leagues from the feene of a&ion, when 
his General, who commanded, recalled him, with 
the news of his enemies having been entirely routed. 
This unfeemly behaviour in the Prince, fo rouled 
the indignation of our young Baron, that he wrote 
a fevere latire on his mafter, which coming to the 
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knowledge of the, latter, he lent to feize the Baron, 
and had him clofely confined. The young foldier 
feeing the danger he was in, found means to induce 
the centinel, who had him fo charge,, to go, off 
■with him. During feveral days, he and his friend 
the centinel, pad through many dangers, by land 
and by water, but at length, got into the territory 
of the States General. Del'pairing of, a pardon, and 
reftoration to his honours and eftate, both of which 
the King had transferred to his younger brother, 
the above mentioned Ambaflador, he took- employ* 
ment in the Dutch Eaft India -Comp^nyV fervjce, 
and was by them fent out very drongly recom- 
mended to the General of Batavia, who had fome 
knowledge of the Baron’s family. Here he remain- 
ed fome time, in various employments j faw his 
friend the centinel, made an Enfign; and having 
acquired a competent knowledge of merchandize, 
he was thought a proper perfon to be fent in charge 
of the company’s concerns at Bufforah. — Very likely 
my intelligence hitherto, may have copie from the 
fame quarter as the Abbe’s, and be equally falfe i 
for 1 had it from the Baron himfeif ; not in private 
converfatioo, but in very large and public compa- 
nies; where, in an oftentatious difplay of his own 
great power and abilities, he conftantly convinced 
his audience, that whatever might be his character 
as a merchant, as a politician, he was entirely free 
from the (hackles impofed by virtue, chriftianity, 
and morality, 
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*' f-r was a maxim with the Baron, that the Dutch 
and Englilh factory flags fhould never fly in fight 
of each other. But the Eflglifh were not the rivals 
of the Dutch at Buflbrah. The former had neither 
fugar nor fpice to vend there ; the latter brought 
very little eHe. The Baron’s ftory has been made 
up fmee his expulfton : And the Dutch at Batavia, 
have their ears ever open to believe any difadvan- 
^tageous ftory of their rivals in trade. The Baron, 
Who ufed truth or fallhood in his narratives, as bell 
fuited his purpofe, laid the blame of the treatment 
he received from the Turkilh government, entirely 
to the account of the Englilh ; as much with a view 
of roufmg the jealoufy of the government at Bata- 
via, in order thereby to obtain a force, to execute 
a plan he had before formed, as with intent to cover 
the real caufe of his expulfion. The truth is this 5 
the Baron was a man of great intrigue, and had a 
very high opinion of his own abilities in the fervice 
of the fair. His vanity often prompted him to boaft 
of favours he never received. It is not eafy for a 
European, and a Chriftian, in fo confpicuous a 
ftation, as that in which the Baron afted at Buflb- 
rah, to negociate for himfelf, in affairs which lead 
to 2£n intimate infercourfe with Mahometan ladies: 
The law poOtively forbids fuch commerce, even 
with the meaneft of the people, and a difeovery is 
very fatal to both parties. Knyphaufen’s ambition 
led him to feek an intimacy with Ducheffes and 
Lady Marys j and the pimps of Bufforah, like 
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their brethren in all other parts of the world, pro- 
mife Junos, though they deal in clouds. One of 
thofe honeft men taught the Baron to believe, that 
the young fpoufc of a rich old Turkish merchant, 
fighed for his embraces. Secret paffages, trap 
tloors, and every other apparatus of intrigue, was 
prepared at the Dutch faftory. Hulh money was 
in golden ihowers advanced ; and a trained goddefs 
from the public (lews, was conduced with greafr 
myftery to the Baron’s arms. The art of the well 
taught courtezan, her fine doaths, which had been 
procured by the Baron’s bounty, together with his 
ignorance in the Turkiffi and Arabian languages, 
enabled the pimp and drab to impofe on him for 
fome time. But nothing could fecure him from 
the effedts of his own abfurd vanity. He puffed of 
his fucccfs fo often, and fo publicly, that the Ca- 
dies Officers got intelligence of the intrigue. The 
fadtory was furrounded, and the happy pair taken 
together. The Baron was confined, the Lady 
drummed with ignominy round the town, and the 
Pimp loft his nofe and ears. I have fcveral times 
fince feen the miferable mutilated wretch, implor- 
ing charity from the pafiengers in the public way. 

t 

Whether {he Baron received a bamboaing or not, 
I really do not remember j but I know that the 
Engliffi Ref; dent, interefted himfelf extremely 
with the government, to prevent fo difgraceful and 
painful an application, to the feet of a national 
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deficient. Be that as it may, it coft the Baron 
Jarge fums to make the matter up, and obtain his 
releafe. He was, however* at length difcharged ; 
went to Batavia ; and had art enough to procure 
fomelhips of force, with which he returned to the 
Gulf of Perfia ; landed on the Ifland of Carrack, 
and fent his fhips to block up the entrance to Buf- 
forah River-, laid the government under contribu- 
tion, as well as the foreign merchants ; and for a 
time interrupted the trade of the port ; and ob- 
tained repayment of the money which had been 
forced from him, with large premium. 

A 

After the death of Thomas Kouli Khan, or 
Nadir Shaw, the kingdom of Perfia fell into great 
diforder. The governors of diftant provinces fet 
up for themfelves, and became independent 
Princes. At that time, an officer named Sheik Ab- 
dulla, was >n command of the ftrong fortrefs of 
Bundarick. k lies on the fea coaft of Perfia, and 
about fix leagues north-eaft from the Ifland of Car- 
rack, which our Baron now occupied. From the 
death of Nadir Shaw, to the time we are now fpeak- 
jng, Abdulla had kept pofieflion of the fort, and 
adjacent country, more by a ftrid application to 
the advantages of commerce, which his favourable 
fituation gave him, than by the power of his arms. 
The port was the moft fecure in all the kingdom 
for fmall veflels : Nor was the road for large ones 
t bad one, except when the north-weft winds pre- 
vailed, and the great fhips ufually lay under the 
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fnnall Ifland of Koulle, about four leagues diftant. 
The road by land to Sharafs, then the fecond city 
in, and now the capital of the kingdom, was open 
and good. Every encouragement was given to the 
(hips and veflels of all nations, to trade to the port. 
The Englilh had a factory in the town j and the 
Baron agreed to pay a fmall fum annually, as a 
quit rent for the Ifland he had previoufly obtained 
permiffion to fei?e, 

No fooner had the Baron byilt a fort on the 
Ifland of Carrack, than he began to intrigue. Un- 
luckily the old Sheik of Bundarick, had a young 
fon of a moft diabolical difpofition ; as void of the 
feelings of humanity, as he was of filial piety and 
fear. With this young defperado, the Baron kept 
up a friendly intercourfe. If Baron Knyphaufen 
did not approve of the young man's principles, 
his vanity frequently induced him to belie his own } 
for nothing was more common with him than to de- 
clare, that a man with the fpirit, and in the fi- 
tuation of Mirmahana, who faw a kingdom open 
to his ambition, did right to feizc it. The infamous 
part icide deftroyed his father, mother, uncle, and 
elder brother ; drove out the Englilh, and granted 
an exclufive right of the trade of the port, to his 
friend the Baron. The Abb^ is right, when 
he fays the Baron’s fucceffors poflefled not his 
abilities. From the chara&er drawn of Minna* 
hana, by his friend Knyphaufen, the follow- 
ing Dutch governors placed a confidence in the 
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ufurper, which he did not dcferve. He took an 
opportunity to furprize the fort, put the garrifon 
to the fword, and drove the Dutch entirely out of 
the Gulf, to which they have never traded fincc. 
Such were the fervices rendered by the renegada 
Baron to his proteCtors the Dutch — And fo untrue 
is the Abbe’s account of that tranfaCtion. 

It is impoffible for a man, who knows any thing 
of the true hiftory of the nations inhabiting the 
coafts of Malabar and Coromapdel, to read with 
patience, the Abbe’s account of them. He feems 
to me, to have been at the trouble, to have collec- 
ted all the true, and all the fabulous accounts, 
which have ever been, given to the world, of thofe 
famous countries, and to have jumbled them toge- 
ther in fuch a manner, as to render it impoffible 
for the reader to draw any real information or 
knowledge from his work. Now and then, for a 
paragraph or two, he appears to be ferious ; and 
you begin to hope that the mercurial fpirit of the 
frenchman is fixed, and that he is on the point to 
give you a fober and rational account of fome coun- 
try, people, or manufacture ; but in an inftant he 
is gone, and you find your chain of reflection broke, 
by being hurried away you know not how, and 
reading a fhort account of fome drug or mineral, 
When you are thinking of a piece of cotton cloth 
or muffin. The horrid maflacre which he continu- 
ally commits, op the names of people, places, and 
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things, I fuppofe his tranflator Ihould lharc with 
him.— Both together, they have made vile work of 
it. In fhort, it is one of thofe productions, which 
you can neither go on to read with patience, or 
have refolution to lay entirely afide. Many of his 
political, philofophical, and mercantile reflections 
and obfervations, are truly beautiful, and in fome 
places lublime : in others they are fo ungenerous, 
illiberal, and difingenuous, that no catch penny 
writer of novels hath ever gone beyond him. 

• 

His obfervation, that the Englifii Eaft India 
Company’s fervants at Bombay, would one day 
draw their mailers into a precarious and dangerous 
war with the Mahrattas, hath been verified. Hi- 
therto it hath turned out well : And if the Compa- 
ny’s managers at home, have fenfe enough to force 
their fervants abroad to be quiet with the acquifi- 
tion of the Ifland of Salfet, which fecures at all 
times provifion to Bombay, their mercantile em- 
pire on that fide qf India, may be faid to be fixed 
and permanent. A contrary conduCt, will mod 
afiuredly (hake their pofieffions all over Afia to their 
foundations, if not bring ruin on the whole.* 



*This Letter wu written in the end of the year 1776. The 
writer’s opinion of the Mahratta war, fo fully exprefled, was the 
fame with that of Governor General Haftings ; though in obedience 
to orders from the Company at home, the Governor was obliged 
>0 aft contrary to it. 
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The prefent flourilhing ftate of the Company's 
affairs in Bengal, where, by your prudence and 
economy, their debts have been entirely liquida- 
ted, and their remittance to Europe, by their an- 
nual invcftments, increafed in a Efficient degree to 
pay their debts there, is an anfwer to all the Abbe’s 
remarks on tyranny, diftrefs, and mifmanagemenr. 
1 agree with him, that a little more forefight in the 
country officers of government, might have ward- 
ed off, in fome degree, the dreadful effects of the 
famine ; but that that tremenduous providential 
vifitation, was in the fmalleft degree increafed by 
the avarice or inhumanity of the Europeans, I deny 
with great certainty. If ever God made a charita- 
ble, juft, or good man, the then Englifh Governor 
of Bengal, John Cartier, Efq. was that man. But 
at the time we are now fpeaking of, the govern- 
ment was not Efficiently fettled, to have regular 
returns made of the quantities of rice colle&ed in 
the different provinces •, though the caufes of the 
famine, were plain and alarming enough •, and we 
now are furprifed that we did not advert to them. 
Moft certain it is, the general fcarcity of grain all 
the kingdom over, did nop ftrike the imagination 
of one individual, until it was too late to apply a 
remedy. The Abbe is quite miftaken, in his ac- 
count of the feed and harveft time in Bengal. The 
firft crop of rice is planted in May and June, and 
colledtcd in Auguft and September. However 
ftrange it may appear to people at a diftance, (the 
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faft is too well remembered here,) that until the 
demand for the feed grain, in the month of April, 
gave the alarm, not a man in the kingdom had the 
leaft idea of the dreadful calamity which was on 
the point to fall upon us. In a few days, rice, 
which was felling at twenty, and twenty two feers 
for a rupee, at the deareft markets in the kingdom, 
rofe to eight and ten feers. Every body that had 
money, went to market. The Europeans of all 
nations, as well as the wealthy country merchants, 
endeavoured to lay in a ftock fufficient to ferve their 
fervants and dependents. The Company did the 
fame for their troops, to prevent mutiny. It could 
not have been otherwife in any government in the 
world. The poor immediately felt the fevere 
effects of a rigorous famine. How was it poflible 
to prevent it ? There was not grain enough left 
in the kingdom, to ferve the native inhabitants two 
months, at one third of their ufual allowance. All 
that the dictates of charity and humanity could de- 
vife tp be done, was done, by all orders of people, 
to affift and relieve the diftrefied. It is very pofli- 
ble that fome corn merchants gained fortunes, by 
having by them a quantity of grain. Was it cri- 
minal in them to have had it by them ? Is the fur- 
plus grain in plentiful years, to be thrown into the 
rivers, to prevent the merchants, who buy it at 
rifk, and on fpeculation, from charging a high 
price for it in years of fcarcity ? What kind of 
jio&rine is this 2 The truth of the matter is, that 
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•It the grain in the kingdom, was confutnedby the 
month of July ; and the rigid attachment of the 
Hindoos to their caft, or religion, is fuch, thac 
thoufands of them lay down and died in the public 
flrects, rather than preferve life at the expence of 
their caft, by eating what they deem unclean food. 
As to their dying quietly, rather than plunder the 
ftorehoufes or granaries of rice, which, as the 
Abbe fays, they faw round them, depend on it 
there was no fuch thing. Whilft rice was to be 
had, they fought it, and it was ferved out to them 
with a benevolence and gencrofity, which did ho- 
nour to the owners of all denominations. When 
there was no more left, they preferred death to 
every other means of preferving life. The fheep, 
goats, cows, fowls, ducks, geefe, and other ani- 
mals, paft by them with impunity. The harm- 
lefs, inoffenfive, innocent Hindoos, died with hun- 
ger, in afituation in which no other people on the 
face of the earth, would have fubmitted to have 
gone one day without wholefome food. They bore 
' it tamely, becaufe they knew it was not in the 
power of their rulers, whom they faw weeping over 
their mifery, with admiration at their fortitude, to 
relieve them. 

The truth once told, where is theufe of the pa- 
thetic apoftrophe, put by the Abbe in the mouths 
of people, who have had no complaints to make ? 
w Meer pomp of words , and pedant differtaiion." 

That 
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That the famine ought to have been forefeen, 1 
in fome degree admit: but that it was forefeen, or 
any unfair ufe made of the calamity, when it did 

come, by Europeans or others, I deny. 

* • , . ** • • - » 

* In the years 1766 and 17 67, rice was fo very 
plenty, that in many places it was not gathered in, 
as it would not pay the expence of colledting. On 
this account, lefs was planted in the year 1768, 
than had been for many years before. Great 
quantities of what was planted in 1769, was walhed 
away by the overflowing of the waters *, and the ex- 
treme and univerial drought in' 1770, filled our 
cup of bitters. The fcripture account of the 
Egyptian years of plenty and of fcarcity, was lite- 
rally fulfilled in Bengal. But we are not worthy of 
having a Prophet, or man of God, fent to warn us 
of our approaching ruin. It often happens, that 
the crop fuffers from too much, or too little water, 
in fome of the provinces •, whilfl. in other parts, 
the harvefts are as fine and plentiful, as the moft 
fanguine mind can wilh ; and they fupply one ano- 
ther. In no period of time known to record, or to 
tradition, was there fo general a waift of rain, as in 
the year 1770. In vain do men, ignorant of the 
nature and fituation of the kingdom of Bengal, and 
countries adjacent, talk of relieving it by an import 
of grain from abroad, in time of fcarcity. Had all 
the tonnage in India, come to Bengal full freight 
with grain, in the year 1770, it might have re- 
lieved 
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licved the poor who crowded round the capital, 
but never could have been of the lead ufe to thofe 
dying with want in the provinces. All this the 
Dutch and French know as well as I do. But thd 
famine was too fair an opportunity to ftigmatize 
their rivals in trade, with being the authors of it, 
to let fuch a plaufible theme for defamation, flip 
by unnoticed. Even many of the Englifli, from 
a diabolical lying fpirit of envy, wrote home ac- 
counts of the caufes of that, dreadful calamity, 
which they muft have known to be falfe. How 
then could we hope to cfcape the all-powerful elo- 
quence of theuniverfally knowing Abb6 ?* 

Have we not caufe to lament the enthufiaftic 
prejudices of our countrymen againft their fellow 
iubjedts in Bengal, when we find the Britilh Senate 

* So unexpefted was the famine, three months before it happen- 
ed, at Bengal, that the writer of this Letter, then a capital mer- 
chant in Calcutta, had, in the month of April, three Ihips, of five 
hundred tons each, called the Lion, the Bahar, and the Cartier,- 
all loading with rice, at the Company’s fcttlement of Ganjam, on 
the coaft of Oriffa, which could have been in Bengal River in five 
days after order ihould reach them to come home, had their owner 
conceived the great ruin that was coming on the fettiement. He 
permitted them to proceed to Madrafs and Ceylon : And what is. 
more, fold rice at Calcutta, belonging to himfelf and others, in 
that very month, at twenty-four feers for the rupee, the like of 
which was not to be had in July following, four feers for a rupee. 
In ihort, if Engliihmcn have nothing more to anfwer for, than be- 
ing, as has been faid, the caufers of that dreadful calamity, they 
have nothing to fear in the next world on that account. 
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entering fo far into the belief of the unfupported 
charges brought againft us, as to make a law, pro- 
hibiting our buying rice in the provinces ? If the 
farmers have not a ready vend for their grain, as 
foon as collected, they can neither pay their rent, 
or plant another crop. The only exporters of 
grain are the Europeans, in particular the Englifh 
free merchants fettled in Calcutta. They are by 
this law debarred from buying their grain at the 
firft hand, and of courfe the quantity exported be- 
comes every year lcfs. How contrary is this to the 
conduct of the fame Legiflature in their own coun- 
try ! where they wifely give bounties on the expor- 
tation of grain, and thereby fccure a good ftock in 
the nation, when ever they pleafe to lay an embar- 
go. But as 1 fhall, in fome one of thefe Letters, 
prove, beyond the power of controverfy, the ab- 
furdity of rcftri&ing the Englilh fettlers in Bengal, 
from trading in any article the country produces, 
under proper regulations, I fhall fay no more of it 
in this place, but conclude this Letter with putting 
you in mind, that fince the publication of the Abbe’s 
work, it is become indifpenfibiy your duty, to 
omit no opportunity to colled materials for leaving 
to your country, and to pofterity, an honed, can- 
did, difpaflionate, and fair Hiftory of Bengal. You 
were in the fervice before the capture of Calcutta 
by the Moors. You have fince been employed in 
every ftation, from a Refident at the Durbar, to 
that of Governor General. There is nothing nc- 
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cefTary that yon do not know. Your imagiriatidrt 
and genius is every way equal to the Abbe’s ; and 
you have an advantage which he could not boaft, 
a perfonal knowledge of every tranfa&ion on which 
it will be necefiary for you to treat. I affirm, that 
you have the knowledge, the abilities, and the ho- 
nefty, to refcue the aftions of four countrymen, 
from vile allufion, and falfe afperfion. If you do 
not do it, may God forgive you. For my part, I 
fhall be very forry for your indolence, and want of 
public fpirit, if you leave the prefent, and future 
generations, in the dark, as to the true hiftory of 
the tranfadlions of the Englifh in Bengal, from the 
year 1750, to the 19th day of Oftober, 1774. 
From that period to the end of your government, 
terminate when or how it may, the defence of your 
own honour, calls upon you for another kind of , 
work. And forry I am to fay, that fuch abilities 
as yours, muft be employed to refute the illiberal 
and unjuft charges, brought againft you by a moft 
ignorant, felfifh, uncandid, minifterial tool, whofe 
natural and acquired talents, had he been left to 
lhift in the world for himfelf, could not have lifted 
him above the rank of a corporal in the guards.— 
Oh, my country ! How will thy honours fade, 
when an Haftings fhall be fuperfeded, or fucceeded, 
by a Clavering, a man the moft improper in the 
world, to be entrufted with fo important a charge 1 
Thofe who wifh to fee his character drawn very 
fully, and very juftly, have only to look into the 

Abbe’s 
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Abbe’S works, for the account he gives of thd? 
French partizan General Lally, and add to it a molt 
greedy and felfilh love of money, and Clavering? 
Hands confefied. 

What the Abbe fays Of the oppreflions and ty»i 
tanny, exerciled by the Englifh over the French: 
commerce, on the coafts of Malabar and Coro-: 
roandel, and in Bengal, fhould beconfidered as the 
peevifh complaining of a lofing gamefter. No na- 
tion on the face of the earth, would, in a fimilar* 
fituation, have dealt fo equitably, and with fuch 
moderation, as the Englifh have done, and con- 
tinue to do, with refpedt to the French and Dutch 
traders in India. I moft ftncerely agree with the 
Author of the Hiftory of the Indies, that his coun- 
trymen will take the firft opportunity of joining 
the ambitious and difcontented Princes^ to renew 
the confufion in Afia ; and on that account, I wifh 
to apprife my countrymen, that it will be much 
eafier to crulh the viper in the Jfhcll, than to pre- 
vent the effects of his venom, when come to full 
growth. A flout fquadron of fhlps, built in India,’ 
of teke wood, which is by nature calculated to re- 
fill forages, the alternate fcorching heats, and va- 
pourous humidity of the climate* will anfwer the 
purpofeof continuing the power in our hands, much 
better than by having fquadrons fent from Europe. 
That this may be effected with great eafe, and at 
little expence of men or money to the nation, or, to 
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the Company, I pledge myfelf to make appeal 
But this Letter is growing long. I therefore mud,- 
for the prefen t, * take my leave of the Abbe, with 
many thanks for the pleafure I have had in the pe- 
rufal of his works. If all his knowledge, and all 
his philofophy, was inefficient to glofs over his 
national fpleen to my countrymen, he will, I hope, 
excufe my blunt John Bull like manners, when £ 
affirm, that he has in his hiftory, faid many things 
of the Englilh nation, which are notorioufly untrue; 
and further, that there are many of his aflertions, 
which, as a fcholar, a philofopher, and a Chriftian, 
he doth not believe himfelf ; but that we owe them 
entirely to that one fingle circumftance, of the 
Abbe’s having being born a Frenchman. 
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LETTER V* 

FROM A 

Free merchant in Bengal, 

T O 

Barren Hastings, 



HONOURABLE Slit *, 

- • . . i 

I N my Firft Letter, I pointed out the caufes of 
the decline of the export trade of this kingdom. 
The effe&s of thole caufes are now leverely felt : 
for the Sienda, Surat, and Bombay rnarkets, which 
formerly were fupplied with great quantities of raw 
filk and fugar from Bengal, have their whole fupply 
of the former article from China, as well asfeveral 
thoufand piculs of the latter, which, with the fugar 
carried by the Dutch Company’s Ihips to Surat, 
and Englilh private Ihips from Batavia to Bombay, 
hath almoft annihilated the fugar trade of Bengal* 
Thefe evils have taken deep root ; for it is now 
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more to the intereft of the Company’s fefvants aC 
Bombay, to fend a fhip loaded with cotton, fandal- 
wood, and pepper, to China, and load her home 
with fugar and raw filk, than it is to fend her to 
Bengal ; and whilft this continues to be the cafe, I 
fear the public fpirit of the Company’s fervants, 
will not operate fufficiently ftrong, to induce them 
to prefer their matters, or even the national inter- 
ett, to their own. Until within thefe ten years* 
very few private fhips went from the Englilh fettle- 
ments in India, to China * and thofe never brought 
back raw filk, or powder fugar ; for the (hips from 
Bengal could fupply the market cheaper. How' 
unlucky ly are matters reverfed ! Nothing is now 
more common, than for twelve or fifteen Englilh 
private country fhips to be feen in one feafon at 
China, loaded with cotton, pepper, fandal-wood, 
&c. from the Malabar ! If bills are to be had at 
Canton, on any of the European companies, great 
part of the proceeds of their cargoes, are remitted 
on account of private perfons : the remainder is in- 
verted in raw filk, fugar, tea, china ware, &c. and 
carried back, to the total ruin of the Bengal trade 
in the two former articles. 

It is to be lamented, that the laudable, and even 
necefiary indulgence, granted by the Company to 
their fervants and others, for trading from one part 
of the Eaft Indies to another, Ihould operate in 
fuch a manner, as to caufe thofe very fervants to 
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become the rivals of their matters. It is the Com- 
pany’s, nay it is the national intereft, that their 

fettlements on the coaft of Malabar, Chould, as for- 

/ ' * 

merly, be ftipplied from Bengal, with raw filkand 
foft fugar. But this never will be the cafe, whilst 
thofe articles are to be had fo much cheaper at 
China than at Bengal. Monopolies and prohibi- 
tions, are deftruftive things* for befides that they 
check the mercantile fpirit in your own national ad- 
venturers, they a!fo give a fpring to the fame fpi- 
rit in your neighbours and rivals. If the Englilh 
private gentlemen are forbid this trade under their 
own colours, they will purfue it under thofe of 
other nations. The French, the Portugueze, and 
the Moors, will fupply tonnage to carry on the 
trade* and the remedy will, in that cafe, be full 
as bad, if not worfe, than the difeafe. It will be 
taking the bread from your own fubjetts, and catt- 
ing it to ftrangers. Accident, which' firft gavp 
thefe provinces to the Company, hath ajfo operated 
in giving this trade a wrong bias. An eagernefs to 
forward private property from Bengal to Europe, 
by way of China, firft gave caufe for the China filk 
and fugar, to rival the Bengal, at the markets of 



Sienda, Surat, and Bombay. The remittance 
fchemers r at Bengal, raifed the price of all the ar- 
ticles of export, in the manner fet forth in the Firft 
Letter* . At Bombay, t he filk and fugar of Bengal, 
.would not produce their firft coft, But {he fchemers 
W?re obliged to go op. They l$ad their fliips witjh 
3; a WttOO 
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cotton for China, and there finding no remittance 
to be had, and raw (ilk and fott fugar, cheaper 
{han at Bengal, (the (hip cannot lie (till,) they load 
back from China to Bombay, with the very articles 
with which they fet out from Bengal ; and by this 
means, in a few years, China robbed Bengal of this 
whole trade. I have pledged myfelf to prove my 
aflertions as I go on * but if I was in this place, tQ 
introduce the invoices of the (hip from Bengal, with 
filk and fugar, and the account Tales at Bombay, 
and the invoices of the fame articles from China, 
^nd account Tales on the coaft of Malabar, it would 
break the chain of argument, and confufe the 
whole. Such who doubt my fails, I refer to my 
book of invoices and account Talcs, which will fol- 
low thefe letters verylhortly. 

Bad as our fituation is, the remedy is in our own 
hands. If the Turn of ^00,000/. annually, which, 
in my Firft Letter, I propofed to take up at Ben- 
gal, for bills oq the Company in Europe, is not 
fufficient to check the wild fpirit of remittance in 
the private cafb holders, let it beincreafed to 6 oo,ooo/, 
which will put a total flop to fo pernicious a pro- 
ject. Keep the ca(h in the country, and enable 
fhe Company to fend filk to Bombay, in fufficient 
Quantities to underfell the China filk, and furnilfy 
money ^t .Bombay for the ufe of that prefidency, 
without draining Bengal of its fpecie, as it has done 
many years pad, 

,T«i 
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The Company’s taking the furplus private money 
at Bengal, for bills on themfelves in Europe, will 
anfwer the following good purpofes. It will keep 
the current fpecie in the kingdom j encourage the 
filk manufacture, wh ch may be increafed to any 
quantity you pleafe : It will fupply the prefidency 
of Bombay with money, and deftroy their perni- 
cious trade of importing raw filk from China, to 
the ports on the Malabar coaft, to the ruin of the 
filk trade in our own provinces ; and furnilh at 
Bombay, a capital, with which I propofe to con- 
ned and extend the Company’s European and Afia- 
tic commerce on that fide of India; 

r**' "* ** " * ■* ’ 1 

The Company fend from Bengal to Europe, as 
much raw filk this year, 1777, as produce 
about 700,000/- fterling.* I do not propofe to in- 
creafe it to more than a million, when I come to 
treat of the Bengal exports to Europe ; and I men- 
tion it in this place, only to obviate an obje&ion. 



*This Lfttcr was written at Bengal in the year 1777. Since the 
‘ Author has been in England, he has heard much talk about the 
lofs of the Levant Trade. That we do not fend fo much woollen 
cloth to Italy, and to Turkey, as formerly, may be true; end the 
rtafon is plain. Heretofore, the Ball India Company imported 
communibus annis, about no,ocol. worth of raw filk from the Eaft 
Indies; lately, they have imported fix times the quantity annually. 
, Does not that account far great part of our (fuppofed to be loft) 
Levant Trade, and in a very comfortable way ? But croakers 
never penetrate deeper than the furface. You do not want fo much 
raw filk fronvTurkey and Italy as formerly, and therefore do not 
import it, . . 

wbick 
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Which I fofdfee will be made to that part of my 
plan, which leads to an increafe of the export of 
that article to Bombay ; becaufe it will be faid, the 
fending of raw filk to Bombay, will interfere with 
the Company’s "Europe inveftment. So much is 
the truth orrmy fide the queflion, that I affirm, on 
the contrary, that the more filk the Company de- 
'mand, the eafitr will it be to have it made , 1 Mul- 
berry ffirubs to feed. Worms to fpin, and men to 
manufacture filk, will never be wanting in this 
country, whilft your judicious plan of increafing 
the invefiment annually, is purfued. Whilft the 
government are uniformly fteady in their advances, 
and encouragement, as now, is given to the im- 
provers of the filk manufacture, no quantity which 
pou can pay for, will be wanting. Our evils arifes 
from a different conduCt. Hoarding money up 
‘In the treafury, fending fpecie out of the kingdom, 
'fhutting the "channel of remittance by the Compa- 
ny’s cafh, and curtailing the inveftment, have been 
the rocks we have fplit on. Whilft you receive the 
tribute in the manufactured goods of the kingdom, 
you at once enrich it and your native country •, but 
Whilft you ftarve the manufacture to fend caffy 
abroad, or lock it up, yop deftroy the fowl for the 
.golden egg. In the courfe of the lalt twenty 
Months, Bombay has been fopplied by Bengal, 
*wifh thirty-fixlacks of rupees, in money or by bills, 
.at a moft enqrmous and pernicious difcount. Will 
ftny man deny, that it would have been more for 
rL ; ..,y fa 
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• 

the intereft of this country, that the Company had 
fent to Bombay, fifty lacks of rupees in the manu* 
fact u res of thefe provinces, though it Ihould have 
produced no mdre than the amount fent in cafh ? 
Not if he underftands the nature of the trade of this 
kingdom. ■ ' 

4 ‘ » J 

What ever it may coft, I maintain it, that the 
Company Ihould provide annually, to ; the amount 
of fifty lacks of rupees in goods, proper for the 
Gulfs of Mocha, Perfia, Bombay, and Surat, the 
proceeds of which Ihould center in Bombay. Among 
the invoices wilPbe to be found, the goods proper- 
ly arranged, which are fit for this purpofe. Hert 
1 need only mention the names of the feveral arti- 
cles •, fine and coarfe cotton cloths ; raw filk, and 

T * > * 

filk piece goods; fugar, and Taft petre ; all of 
which this country is capable of producingfthfe 
moft unlimited quantities. The ftandard of good^- 
-nefs mull never be forgotten ; the advances mttffc 
be made in due time ; 1 people fee u red from oppref- 
fion ; and all chowky duties aboliihed. With 
fuch regulations, the moft fanguine imagination is 
hardly capable of conceiving, to wh&t a degree of 
opulence this populous and fertile country may‘bfe 
raifed. 

. •* 

' 1 From the fifty lacks, of rupees worth of goods 
fent annually round from Bengal, the proceeds of 
yhich Ihould center in Bombay, ; befides the good 
« . effefts 
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eflFc&s .mentioned above, others of no lefs import- 
anee will arile. Such a conftant and regular fupply 
of the manufactured goods of Bengal, proper for 
the markets on that fide of India, will relieve the 
Company’s fervants at Bombay, from the neceflity 
of drawing continually on the government of Ben- 
gal, atfuch amazing difeountas is now done ; and 
furnifli them with money, not only to fupply the 
deficiency in their current expences, but toaffift in 
preparing goods for the Europe and China market * 
and by that means, fend flock to enable the Com- 
pany to anfwer the bills which muft inevitably, foe 
loiue years, be drawn on them from Bengal, to turn 
current of private remittance into our own 
channel. 

* nt. , 1 • ; 

It very often happens, that the prefidencyat 
Bombay have not flock fufficient, or even credit, 
to raife money to compleat the inveftment indented 
for by the Company. The confequence of this is, • 
that one, and fometimes two of iheir fhips, which 
the Company expert *ill return with pepper, Surat 
and Cambay a piece goods, &c, are obliged to be 
fent round, to the other prefidencies in queft of car- 
goes. —-Who doth not fee that fuch injudicious ma- 
nagement would ruin individuals ? The Company* 
from its credit and permanency, is enabled to ftand 
the fhock. — Bqt how are the Dire&ors to be, de- 
fended ? Why truly by their indolence or igno- 
rance* for they never hitherto, have thought qf 
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connecting, or combining, the trade in India with 
the trade in Europe, in fuch a manner, as that 
they (hould mutually fupport each other, they 
know that. If no cargo is ready at one prefi- 
dency, the managers there will fend the (hip to ano- 
ther, and that gives the opportunity of ferving a 
favourite Captain : otherwife what is meant by their 
continual recommendation, of fending fuch or fuch 
a (hip a country voyage, when they muft, or ought 
to know, they have properly fpeaking, no country 
trade carried on for the Company, from port to port 
in India ? 

* • iy. : - • 

With the cargoes of the (hips outward bound 
to Bombay, with the proceeds of the Company’s re- 
venue on the Ifland, the cuftom-houfe colleClions, 
and the fupply from Bengal, a great fund will be 
eftablifhed at that prefidenoy, to carry on the mer- 
cantile concerns of the Company* I fay their mer- 
cantile concerns, becaufe I would wifh to have 
them fupprefs the military fpirit for conqueft and 
dominion, and come back to their firft mercantile 
principles. How foreign is it to the fpirit which 
the conftitution (hould naturally infpire, to fee their 
fervants at Bombay, at one and the fame time, en- 
larging their military cftabli(hmenr, and reducing 
that of the marine ! If they are not pofitively tied 
•down, never to extend their conqueft? beyond the 
-JlJand of Salfet, in vain will you eftablilh a fund 
•for tra^e. Bring the younger fervants back to their 
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office*, and oblige them to ftudy the interefts of 
their employers, on the conftitutional principles of 
the Company’s charter, in the whole of which, the 
words conqueft and dominion are not to be found, 
or no national good can arife from your poffefiions 
on that fide India. If the Proprietors of, India 
Stock, will be at the pains toexamine the annual 
military, civil, and marine expences, at [Bombay, 
and add to thofc the freight paid for fhips, taken 
up for that part of thefervice, and the fum total of 
the invoices of goods lent out from Europe on thofe 
(hips, and then obferve, that all the returns which 
are made to defray fuch enormous expences, is a 
cargo or two of pepper, one of piece goods, and 
■every fecond year a cargo of coffee, they would 
4bon be convinced, that were their dividends to arife 
®ut of fuch pitiful : returns, how foon they would 
•fink to nothing. ' It , is the rich mine in Bengal, 
^which has hitherto fupported fuch unjuftifiable, in- 
judicious, and accumulated expences : But that is 
mot inexhauftible. If a war with France breaks 
out, from whence are the funds to arife to fupport 
'fiich confuming eftablifhments ? The anfwer iseafy 
•enough; the military men fhall give it. — -Let us go, 
fay they, into the Mahratta country, and we will 
: Conquer for you provinces in abundance,, the terri- 
torial revenue of which fhall anfwer all your de-s 
‘fftands. — I am quite* fickof hearing fuch do&rine« 

We have conquered more than once, until wc hive 
been on the brink of ruin, {^or god’s lake kt jis 
. ■ dr<w I 
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draw fome benefit from dear bought experiencCji 
and not, by grafping at what can never be of the 
leaft ufe to u* as a mercantile people, lofe the ad- 
vantages we may, and ought to draw, from our 
prefent fituation as fuch.* 

The Company have, at no period of time, had 
ftock in hand fufficient at Bombay, to furnifh one 
years inveftment in advance, which has been a 
great difadvantage to their affairs ; for by not 
•knowing what goods were, or could, with the an- 
nual ftock in hand, be provided, they took their 
annual fhips up at a venture, ratherthan on a fixed 
plan. If one entire cargo of the ufaal forts of piece 
goods, half a one of coffee, and three entire car- 
goes of pepper, were always ready in their ware- 
dioufes at Bombay, and on the Malabar coaft, ex- 
^—dufive of what was indented for the fervice of the 
current year, they could at alltimes command goods 
for the markets in Europe, and be fure of the return 
of the (hips in regular rotation, and not have them 
at a moft ruinous expence of demurrage, running 
about India to feek for cargoes. This appears to 
me to be the firft ftep which ought to be taken on 

* It is not vanity which induces the Author to note that thefe 
Letters were written in 1776 and 1777 ; it is the defire he has of 
doing juftice to the man to whom they are addreffed. Mr. Has- 
tings dreaded, and would, if he could, have predated the perni- 
cious Mahratta war, which has fince produced the diltrelles the 
Author foretold. 

; the 
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the coaft of Malabar ; and that the government 
there fhould, in the month of January every year, 
tranfmit to Bengal, a concife ftatement of their 
ftock of cafh, and faleable goods on hand, what 
would be their probable expences for the current 
year, and a lift of l'uch Bengal goods, as would be 
moft proper to fend them to make good the defi- 
ciency. This lift would be at Bengal in time to go 
home with the April packet, and the Governor 
General and Councils anfwer to if, by which the 
Company would know what dependence they could 
place on the government of Bengal, for their ne- , 
ceflary annual returns from Bombay. As things 
are managed at prefent, they are at no kind of cer- 
tainty whatever ; and this is one of the caufes why 
they fometimes fend out five fhips to the Malabar 
coaft, and have but three, two, and fometimes one* 
return loaded from that fide of India. The others 
are fent about from prefidency to prefidency, at an 
enormous expence to the Company, in queft of a 
returning cargo, and carrying goods for the benefit 
of the Captain only. 

With fuch a ftock in hand as is mentioned 
above, the Directors would ad with fome degree 
of certainty. If the Europe markets required an 
additional quantity Of piece goods, coffee, pepper, 

&c. the Company would have but to order it, and 
it would come home on the returning fhips. 

That 
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That all the Company’s merchant fliips out-' 
ward bound, ought to be clear of the Channel by 
the firft of April, to infure them a tolerable paflage 
to India, is well known to many in the direction. 
Why they are detained later, no good reafon can 
be given. The old plea of keeping a fhip or two, 
until the eleftion was over, to let their friends 
abroad know who was to govern for the year, is 
now over. The date have reduced the annual fup- 
ply of new Directors, to the fmall number of fix. 
Now if the whole of the Eaft India Proprietors of 
Stock, are fo well broken in and bitted, as to ad- 
mit of the Minifter fending a card with the names 
of fix fervile dependents of his own, to fill up the 
annual vacancies, I own I know not what to fay. 
But if, as 1 hope, there is yet left virtue fufficient 
among the independent Proprietors of Stock, to 
judge for themfelves, I do not imagine that the na- 
tion in general is fo depraved, but that fix men 
maybe annually found, who poflefs the neceffary 
qualifications of honour, integrity, knowledge, 
and abilities, to conduct this great branch of the 
national commerce, on the true mercantile princi- 
ples : men who, from being infpired with true pa- 
triotifm, will have the national honour, and Com- 
pany’s intereft, ever in view j who will fuffer no 
paltry inclination to fcrve individuals, to be an in- 
ducement to facrifice their public truft. London 
furely is not yet become fuch a fink of iniquity, 
fiich a Sodom and Gomorrah, but that fix rich 

merchants 




( ^ ) 

merchants are to be found, in whofe hands this 
branch of the national mercantile honour, may be 
placed with (afecy. 

Place me twenty four fuch men as defcribed 
above, in the dire&ion, the fecond Wedoelday in 
April, and by the fir ft of July, they will have rea- 
dy, to fend from London by the July packet, a lift, 
of the Ihips they propofe to fend to each of their 
fettlements in India the coming feafon, with an ac- 
count of what goods they will carry out, and what 
returns they expeft by them. Thefc papers will 
be circulated to all their principal, as well as fubor- 
dinate fettlements, as foon as they arrive, and 
each fadlory will know what goods they are to have 
to fell, and what returns they are expeftcd to pre- 
pare. They will make their ability, or inability* 
known to the prefidency on which they are depen- 
dent, and affiftance will be given in time, to enable 
them to comply with the Company’s orders. 

Will it not furprife any man to know, that th? 
Company carry on their mercantile correfpondence 
with their four prefidencies, in as fecret and myf- 
terious a manner, as if they were enemies to one 
another ; and by inch ridiculous conduct, have, in 
many inftances, made them fo. The prefidency at 
Bengal, know no more what orders, or what goods, 
are fent from Europe to Bombay, than if they were 
a colony of Ruffians. No ftatgment? are ever fent 
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from prefidency to prefidency, as they are not 
amenable but to the Company. They correfpond 
bn the terms of independent dates. The govern- 
ment of Bombay and Bencoolen, draw bills on Ben- 
gal, becaufe they want money, but affign no reafon 
for their drawing j and this facility of obtaining 
Calh, has been the caufe of a great profufion of 
expence at the former of thofe prefidencies. The 
managers at home, not feeling the inconveniency 
of furnilhing the money, examine fo little into it, 
that I fancy it would bp .difficult to find, in all the 
Company’s correfpondence with Bombay, one An- 
gle paragraph, tending to check fuch a wanton 
wade of property. It is now grown into fuch a ha- 
bit, that the Bombay gentlemen will not have the 
leaft patience to wait the fupplies, but have, within 
thccourfe of twelve months, fent down three dif- 
ferent veflfels to Bengal for monfey ; and our fim- 
pletons here have opened their veins, and let them 
fuck their hearts blood •, for the fending the cur- 
rent fpecie of a mercantile country away, which 
hath no prefent hopes of a fpeedy fupply, is lite- 
rally fuch. If it can be proved, and I flirewdly 
fufpedt that it may, that for five years paft, the pre- 
fidency of Bombay, have had from Bengal, more 
money, in cafii and bills, than the whole amount 
of the invoices of the goods they have tranfmitted, 
within the fame period of time, to the Company in 
Europe, tell me, ye wife men, how long this will 
lad ? Can. fuch enormous profufion be fupported ? 

. M And 
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And what will be your fituatioft, in cafe of a w it 
with France? 

So little connected, and fo unameanable, are 
thefe injudicious fervants of an ill managed Com- 
pany, to one another, that it is notorioufly known, 
that the gentlemen at Bombay, have fupplied the 
freebooter Hyder Ally, with arms and ' amunitiefti 
on the coaft of Malabar, when he was preparing 
to, and aftually on his march, to attack the Car- 
natic. Can any human policy be more ridiculous, 
than that the Bombay ptefidency, Ibould write to 
the Company in the mod prefling manner, for 
leave to take advantage of the confufions in the 
Mahratta government, by joining one party, in of* 
der to extort fome conceflions from them ; whilfl 
the prtfidency at Bengal, at a great expence, w£s 
fending over land to the Mahratta court, at Delhi, 
a Lieutenant-Colonel as an Ambaflador, to make 
a peace with them. At Madrafs, the fenior civil 
fervants, infpiredby the military, confine their Go- 
vernor, and ufurp the government. The Gover- 
nor General and Council of Benga 1 , approve the 
meafure, and promife to fupport the new adminl- 
ftration. The Governor and Council at Bombay, 
declare they will not know them, but addiefs to 
Lord Pigot. Is not this, in the feripture language, 
a houfe divided againft i r felf ? Tell me, ye mili- 
tary merchants, how long will it ftand ? 

' • The 
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The ruin which I plainly forelee, the militarjf 
fpirit will bring on this beneficial branch of the 
trade cf my country, is continually flaring me in 
the face, and carrying me away from my argument. 
It is grown to fuch a height, that it almoft requires 
a providential interpolation to fave us. Surely the 
independent Proprietors will ftep in, and examine 
minutely the conduct of the Directors, and not per- 
mit a venal and ignorant majority, longer to fquan- 
der a\yay their property, and the national honour. 
Let the man* or, if it were more, the men, who, 
by their intereft and influence, fent out Sir Robert 
Fletcher twice, to the command of the aimy on the 
coaft, after he had been broke by & court martial, 
for fomenting the difcontent of the army, at the re- 
fignation in Bengal, and repeatedly gave him the 
opportunity to dirt urb the government of Mr. Du- 
pree, and to imprifon Lord Pigot j let them, I fay, 
reflefton the confequences of fupportihg fuch mili- 
tary firebrands, in oppofuion to the real mercantile 
intereft of the Eaft India Company, whofe com- 
mercial profperity is become fo neceffary to the 
honour and natural intereft of their country. — But 
to return 

Mr twenty-four Directors having determined on 
the number of fhips which will be neceffary to carry 
out the million and a half of goods of the mother 
country, and bring home the cargoes from Alia, 
which I have engaged ftiali produce three times 
M2 that 
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that Turn in Europe, they will not be at a lofs ho*f 
to difpofe of them. They will go loaded our, and 
come loaded home, for the Company, and not for 
the matters. No canvafling for particular voyages* 
will difturb their council*. They will be men of 
honour, pleated and happy, with the credit of be- 
ing trufted with the care of public property. But as 
they are but men, and liable to the weaknefs and 
foibles of men, they will, by good regulations, 
calculated for the intereft of the Company, and 
difpatch of bufinefs, put it out even of their own 
power, to aft improperly. The (hips to be firft 
taken up, are known from the date of their arrival 
at the lfland of St. Helena, homeward bound the 
laft voyage. The number wanted for all the prefi- 
dencies once fixed, let fo many tickets, with the 
name of the prefidency on them, as anfwer the 
number of the fhips, be put into an urn, and the 
names of the freighted (hips in another, and let the 
drawing determine the voyage. The four or five 
tickets with the name of Bombay on them, fhould 
determine that to be the voyage of the fhips, the 
names of which were drawn at the fame time ; and 
fo of the reft. It might not be thought an impro- 
per place, to introduce here, my plan for regula- 
ting the private trade, to be allowed to the Captain 
and Officers of each fhip ; but as it will branch out 
into fo many diviiions and fubdivifions, and will 
include indulgences to all orders of the Company’s 
fervants abroad, it will require a Letter of itfelf. 
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if T find time, and have courage to attempt it. - I 
moftown I begin to be a little afraid of touching on 
it at all •, as to give the real reafons for abolithing 
the pr fent mode of conducing the private trade, 
and fubftituting another in its room, will lead me 
into fuch a detail of the artful, low, un-gentleman- 
like evafions, praftifed in the fervice, as would 
make it dangerous for me to engage in. Such 
tampering with tradefmen, to fet their names to 
falfe bills of parcels j fuch bribing the Company’s 
officers on the (hips going out, and the King’s and 
Company’s officers, on their coming home j fuch 
fmuggling, falfe fwearing, paltry cunning, and 
contemptible lying, as would moft likely deter 
many honcft parents, from breeding their children 
up in a fervice, where the infamous practices they 
are witnefs to, the very firft voyage, root out for 
ever from their young minds, every idea of virtue 
and morality. If I do attempt to (ketch a plan for 
conducing the private trade in the fervice, I moft 
afluredly will do it with the fame freedom as I treat 
of the public commerce ; and I wi(h the prefent 
Captains, and prefent Officers, not to fuppofe thera- 
felves the men intended, when I defcribe a pra&ice, 
which, in its operations, is deftruftive to our na- 
tional chara&er, for mercantile probity, and oom- 
mon honefty. I will mention no names of fwear- 
ing Captains, or forfwearing Officers ; perjured, or 
forging Purfers. Let them not lay to my charge, 
the internal twitchings of that never dying monitor, 

theit 
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their own confcience ; that when I fay a thing Is 
frequently done, gives hints that I mean them, be- 
caufe they did it. Let them ceafe to be perjured 
knaves, and the fatire falls to the ground. After 
all, as 1 believe the fault to be originally in the 
managers, who, f omfalfe notions of econo my, and 
glove-like confciences, makerogu ry neceflary to a 
fubfiftence in the lervice, if, in my inveftigation, I 
chance to probe the evil to the bo't m, and in fo 
doing, give pa:n to the di eafed, 1 dole the fame 
time promd'e them, a mild, equitable, and eafy 
remedy. o 

' »• 
Bombav is moft certainly the place beft calcula- 
ted in all India, at which to farm a naval power. 
The magazines of naval ft r^s, b th for the King 
and Company’s ufe, mull be laid up there- The 
noble docks it now has, and more, which in time , 
it may have, mak’ s it a place of the urmoft impor- 
tance to the Company, an i to the nation. I want 
to nuke it the great emporium of trade for the wes- 
tern fide of India — Not a mere Gibraltar; a bar- 
rack for troops, or magazine for military ftores: 

The harbour is fafeand capacious. Your fleet will 
give prore&ion to the merchants who may frequent 
it from Perfia, Arabia, Abyflinia, the Red Sea, 
and Africa ; as v/ell as from the coaftof Gandell, 
Sienda, Guzurat, Cambaya, ahd the whole of the 
Mahratta dominions on the Malabar. I will not 
fay that it fhouki at once be made a free port, bc- 

caufe 



Digitized by Google 




( *83 ) 

caufe at prefent we are poor ; but I moft Gncecely 
; wifh it may foon become fo; and in the interim, 
would have no kind of duties levied on the goods, 
lent from Bengal for fale on that fide of India. 
would aftonifh any man, to know what aconcourfp 
of veflels would flock from all the above mentioned 
.dominions to Bombay, when they were once afliired 
of your paflcs of protedion, (for what ppwer would 
dare to infult your flag ?) and come with a certain- 
ty of finding the Bengal goods, proper for their 
different countries, wrought up to their primitive 
goodneis, and on reafonable terms. Every thing 
you want for the Company in Europe, or at Chi- 
na, would be brought home to yotir own doors; 
and golden fhowers of money to make good the 
balance, which would be for ever in your favour. 
No people who have ever yet traded by fea to India, 
have had it fo much in their power to make perma- 
nent a mercantile empire, as the Englifh, fince 
their acquifltion of Bengal. Great as our miftakes 
have been, we have yet time to look back to firft 
principles. You, Sir, are fetting the example in 
Bengal. May the influence of your condud ex- 
pend to the Malabar, and fave us from that prelude* 
to a general ruin of our Afiatic commerce, a conti- 
nental war with the Mahratta$. 

. .... s . ■< • « , 

It feems that the Court of Diredors, by taking 
up four or five fhips annually for Bombay, when 
jtf mqft they can have cargoes r$ady Jjut for three, 
; * including 
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Including the coffee (hip, would perfuade the pub- 
lic, that it is neceffary to be at the expence of one 
or two additional (hips, to carry out men and ftores 
for their army and marine at that prefidency. If 
this really be the cafe, why not take an advantage 
for the Company, which is conftantly folicited, and 
has been very often granted to, individuals ? A (Hip 
which has run out her four voyages in the Compa- 
ny’s fervice, is not fo decayed as to be unfit to go 
a fifth. The reafon which prevent? her being taken 
up a fifth time, is, that the freight the Company 
pay is fo ample, that they can always have new 
(Hips at the fame rate as an old one, and on that 
account, it is a good rule that a (hip (hall make 
but four voyages in their fervice. But it is by no 
means an economical one, that (he (hall be always 
ten, often twelve, and fometimes fifteen years, in 
executing what may be performed lometimes in 
feven, and always in eight years. But rigid econo- 
my is by no means the charafteriftic of the mana- 
gers for the Eaft India Company. They enter into 
the direction with a declared intention to ferve their 
private* friends, and in general keepfoclofe to that 
their avowed principle of aft ion, that they very fel- 
dom think of the Company. 

The very beft of the (hips which have ferved out 
their time, i$ to be bought for 1 500 1 . For 6000L 
more they may be fitted out and victualled for the 
run to Bombay, foasto fubfift during the voyage, 

: on$ 
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hundred recruits for their army, and one hundred 
feamen for the marine *, and the (hip, on her arrif 
val in India, will fell, with her (lores, for her firft 
cod and outfit, that is 7500/. and the Company 
would have tranfported to their fettlements, at no 
kind of expence, three hundred tons of (lores, and 
%vfo hundred recruits for her army and marine. 
Compare this with their praftice of a Bombay and 
and China, and a Bombay and Bengal (hip, where 
every facrifice is made to favour the commander, 
to the ruin of the Company, and fcandal of their 
Pireftors. 



The fail as above related, is fo notorioufly true, 
that I run a greater rifle of being laughed at for 
publi(hing what every body knows, than to have 
the matter controverted. Is it not then very extra- 
ordinary, that fo plain, equitable, and eafy a me- 
thod, is not purfued, when it would mod affuredly 
fave to the Company, 25,000 /. every year ? But it 
would leave two (hips untaken up, and prevent two 
favourite Captains from making their fortunes, i 
have known one of thofe important men (I mean a 
Captain of one of the Company’s (hips) fent from 
Bombay with fix hundred bales of cotton to Bengal, 
in the month of September, with orders to return 
to Bombay in the following March, aft fo lubberly 
in the pafiage, as not to arrive in Bengal River till 
the end of February, and whilft there, entering a 



jproteft againft the Governor and Council, for not 
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jdifpatchlng of him in time to return from Bombay 
to Europe the fame feafon ; though this was, from 
his late arrival, become utterly impoflible : yet the 
proteft ferved the purpofe of throwing the whole 
weight of the expence on the Company, and faved 
the owners on her return to Europe. This is one 
jnfiance, felt&ed from many hundreds, where a 
fliip has been fent out of her way, at an improper 
feafon of the year, for no other reafon in the world, 
but to ferve the Captain. The freight of the (uf 
hundred bales of cotton down to the Bay, and of 
three thoufand bags of fait pttre back, comes tp 
2625/. the demurrage of the fhip for one whole 
year, at twenty pounds per di'm, comes to 7300/. 
tp this muft be added the difappointment and ex- 
pence the Company were unr.eceflarily put to, if 
goods were ready with which to have fent the fhip 
home from Bombay in Much, or the fo'ly v to fay 
no worfe' of taking the fhip up at all, if there was 
no returning cargo ready for her. I know the Di- 
redors, the Owners, and the Commanders, have 
been I'o blended and knit together, that I have not 
the lead dpubt, but that fome halt llarved, fhoelefs, 
threadbare, garrettecr grammarian, will be employ- 
ed to deny the fads, abufe the author, and criticife 
on the language of thefe truth fpeaking papers, an$ 
his pay will be carried to the head of lecret fervice 
charges. If the Proprietors will be fo duped, as 
not to examine into the merits of their own caufe. 
Jet them fltjep on. I have a national purpofe ift 

vievy 
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view in writing thefe Letters. The proper mai 
nagement of the trade to Alia, is of the higheft im- 
portance to theprofperity of Great Britain. Itmuffc 
be conduced by an intermediate body between the 
date and individuals, conftituted fomething like 
jthe prefent Company. But their managers (hould 
be public fpirited, and honeft men •, and in order 
to their being io, I take now and then an opportu- 
nity to obferve, that it is well known, that their 
predeceflors were confum mate rogues, and by their 
ill management, brought dilhonour on their coun- 
ty- * 

/ 

During the late war, great complaints were 
made in England, of the want of large timber for 
the ufe of the royal navy. It has fince gone fo far* 
as to raife a jealoufy of the Eaft India Company, 
for building iuch large (hips for their fervice, as 
^re the Belborough, Morfe, Grafton, &c. Togo 
about toaffign the real reafon, which gavecaufe to 
the owners to build fuch unweildy Ihips, to lerve 
as mere merchant- men, would lead me again into 
that kind of inveftigation, which I have but this 
moment quitted ; and which, however nccefiary to 
be ufed now and then in t error em, doth by no means 
lead to the point 1 have in view, which is a better 
management in future, not retrofpe&ion into what 
is paft ; nor (Hall I ufe it but in iupport of my af- 
fertions, that the Eaft India Company’s managers 
at home, have made a perpetual facrifice of their 
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intereft for the advantage of individuals, and coit- 
fiived at a military fpirit in their fervants abroad, 
'which leads to the utter ruin of the national trade 
to Afia. * * 

Had the Jhips above mentioned, and others of 
the fame dimenfions, been pierced to carry fifty 
guns, as the French have ever done their Eaft In- 
dia (hips, then indeed they might have been armed 
in time of war, in fuch a manner, as to have ferved 
jvs convoy to the other (hips of the Company, or 
occafionally been brought ifito the line j but to 
buiid them half as large again as the Company’s 
other lh>p’, and charter them for the fame tonnage, 
was a fcandalous wade of the national dock of tim- 
ber ; and for reafons fo iniquitous, that I fhall no$ 
mention them. 



Ir is jn time of peace, that all wife nations pre- 
pare for war. There is not a doubt, but that our 
ppfltffions in Afia mud be protected by our naval 
power. It is clear that government think fo. For 
on the lead alarm of the French fending a force to 
the Ifies of France, a fquadron is immediately dif- 
patched by the court of London, to the coad of 
Malabar cr Coromandel. This, whether the alarm 
be true or falfe, is unavoidably attended with a 
great ejcpence of fliips, men, and money. The 
nation can bear the latter much better than the two 
former \ and this refle&ioa leads me back to the 
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tonfideration of the firft link of my great combine 
ing chain, which I propofe to extend round every 
branch of the national trade to the Eaft Indies, and: 
by fo doing, point out the way to give life, fpirit* 
iirength, and permanency to the whole, and there* 
by render it invulnerable to the bufy, adtive, art- 
fill, and defigning views of our jealous rivals, and 
natural enemies, the French. 

The Company fend five Ihips annually to Bom- 
bay, Their fervants there, for want of money, 
find it difficult to return them three. To remove 
this difficulty, I am for taking money at Bengal, 
with which to provide proper goods to be fent to 
Bombay, and give bills on the Company for what 
the Bengal prefidcncy cannot fpare. — But how, fay 
the Directors, are we to have it fent us home ? We 
want no more pepper, coffee, Surat, Cambaya,or 
other piece goods, from that fide of India. —If that 
is really the cale. Gentlemen, are you notalhamed 
to keep up, at fuch an aftonilbing expencc, fleets, 
armies, and fadtories, on that fide the peninfula, 
to furmlh three fhips cargoes only ? You have 
done with conquefts j for if that is permitted you 
one inch further than what you now pofilfs, rea* 
fbns, fuch as you and your military fervants can 
produce, will not be wanting to carry the Britijflh 
flag to Delhi, to Agra, to Ava, to Tartary, and 
Peking in China. You muff be tied down to Sal- 
fee » the fallacious ideas of accumulating territorial 
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Revenue put our of your heads, or you out of your 
pofts ; and your agents abroad be fet down to fort- 
ing of cloth, and fifting the duft out of pepper.- 
When you are thus brought back to your re&fon, 
and to the occupation long and fuccefsfully prac- 
tifed by your predectffors of old time, on the prin- 
ciples of the charter, you will not want vend for 
double the quantity annually ; nor we, here, the 
means of fending it to you. But you are not the 
people with whom 1 wifh to argue. I addrefs the 
great mercantile Governor Haftings, and appeal 
to the common lenfe of the nation. It is your mal- 
adminiftration, your- ignorance, your felfilhnefs, 
and other iniquity, that continually occurs, and 
lead me out of my argument into thefe wild di- 
greffions. 

If more Malabir pepper than what you now 
fend home, cannot be vended in Europe to good 
advantage, (which I am 1o Itubb jrn as not to be- 
lieve,) you never can overftock the markets at 
China ; and as your trade to China is a trade of 
neceflky, and mjuft be carried on* I wifh to have 
it done at as little exptnee of money to the nation 
as poffible. I (hall therefore, in ad my a r gumcns, 
confiderour trade with China rather as a channel, 
by which the neat proceeds of the national eifate 
in Afia, maybe remitted to the lealt di advantage, 
than as a traffic of choice, if you order home 4 
greater quantity of pepper, and other goods, from 

the 
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the Malabar, fo much the better ; the remittance* 
rs eligible, becaufe it is more direft ; the freight, 
and other charges, lefs ; and you confequently, 
better able to underfell your European rivals : 
However, you may determine that point. Your 
fervants there mull have in charge, to provide cot- 
ton and pepper for the China market, in fufficient 
quantities to load annually three or four (hips. The 
means by which I propofe to pay for, and convey 
it to China, will appear in its proper place. 

Experience hath long fince fhewn, that Ihips 
built with oak, and joined together with wooden 
trunnels, are by no means fo well calculated to re- 
fill the extremes of heat and damp, in the tropical 
latitudes of Afia, as the (hips which are built in 
India of tekewood, and bound with iron fpikes 
and bolts. There is vail plenty of tekewood in 
Afia, particularly ort the Malabar coall, both to 
the north and fouth of Bombay. It is well known 
to Sir George Pococke, and many other great fea 
officers, that the Company have there a well fur- 
nilhed marine yard^ with three very large and good 
dry docks, and flips for building (hips of fufficient 
burthen for the Company’s fervice as merchant- 
men. I will fay nothing ort the utility, or inutility, 
of the Hate permitting the Company to build Ihips 
there, on which to tranfport their Afiatic merchan- 
dize to Europe, becaufe I am not a competent 
judge of the matter, as it relates to the ncceflity of 
*• - ufing 
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tjfing none but Ihips built in the mother country 
for the purpofe of national trade, as fet forth in 
that great palladium of Enghlh commerce, the aft 
of navigation. But I could wilh to have a law pat- 
fed, by which the Company Ibould be permitted 
to build two (hips annually, at Bombay, of teke- 
wood, in every refpeft like unto the belt conftruft- 
ed Ihips in the royal navy, carrying eachfixty guns. 
With fuch a grants a very powerful naval force 
might be gradually, and almoft imperceptibly, 
formed of (hips, every way better calculated to re- 
fill: the inclemency of the climate, and ready to 
arm, when ever the exigencies of the flate Ihall re- 
quire them to be armed. As to finding employ- 
ment for them in times of peace, or manning of 
them in times of war, there will be no difficulty in 
efFc&ing either, provided the government will 
corifent, that when ever they lhall find it for the 
good of the Hate, to order any of thefc Ihips into 
commiffion, the Captains then in command of 
them, lhall take the rank that day as poll Captains, 
and the Officers receive commiffions as Lieuten- 
ants in the royal navy, provided there be no legal 
objections to their becoming King’s Officers, and 
that they themlelves are willing to ferve. Befidcs 
this, the government mult pay to the Company, 
the firft colt and outfit of the Ihip and her itores. 

The number of men neceflary to navigate thde 
Ihips as merchant-men, 1 fuppofc to be about one 
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hundred and fixty feamen, exclufive of officers i 
thefe, together with their guns, cordage, fail- 
cloth', and fundry other ftores, not to be had in 
India, mult be fent out annually on the ftore ffiips 
above mentioned •, and as thofe ftore ffiips are to be 
Fold in India, it will by no means be difficult to 
procure good commanders and aiftive officers, when 
they know, that on their arrival at Bombay, they 
will be removed into line of battle (hips, which, 
in cafe of neceflity, will be taken into the King’s 
fervice, and fo have an honourable provifion for 
life. For the firft year after the ffiips are built, 

I would have them employed on the Malabar coaft 
as guard ffiips, with one tier of their guns mount- 
ed ; in which time, the men would learn their ex- 
ercife ; the good qualities or defetfts of the ffiips, 
would be difeovered ; and the marine force at Bom- 
bay, be properly augmented with a refpedtable ad- 
dition, always ready to fupport the Company’s in- 
tereft, and render fervice to their country, when 
called out to aftion. Who does not fee, that with 
two fuch ffiips continually on the coaft, that an 
immediate redu&ion may be made both on the 
Company’s land and fea forces, fully adequate to 
the expence of manning and victualling of them ? \ 

If the ffiips ffiould be called to augment the King’s 
fquadron, before an oppbrtunity offers to man them 
complete, there will always be to be found at fuch 
a populous trading town, and free mercantile port, 
as 1 hope Bombay will ffiorcly be, Lafcars, Cof- 

N frees, 
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ftefcs, and other Afiatic feamen, in plenty, to dom-* 
plete the neceffary number. Moft of the land forces 
may ferve as marines, if aft ion is expected for I 
know of no other ufe they will be of*, for I hope 
we have done with continental wars ; and that man 
knows little of the Afiatics, who conceives that 
they will come to attack you on your Iflands. As 
for the French, arm yourfelves as Englilhmen 
ought ever to be armed, and let them attempt it if 
they dare. 

Least any naval officer ffiould fneer at my plan 
for manning fhips occafionally for the King’s fer- 
vice, I wifh to remind him of the three fea engage- 
ments, which happened in India during the laft 
war, in which thofe great naval officers, Sir George 
Pococke and Admiral Stevens, commanded. We 
kept the fea, it is true, and the French left it, but 
not till they had effected what they came to effect, 
throwing fupplies into their garrifons on fhore. 
They each time bore up to, or lay by for the Bri- 
tifh fquadron. One ffiip of the French, wats run on 
fhore in the firft adlion. In all the three we gained 
honour, it mull be admitted ; but it coft us many 
lives, and difabled many of our fhips, particularly 
in the fecond engagement. Yet in no one of thofe 
furious actions, was there more than four, or at 
moft five, of the French King’s line of battle fhips 
prefent *, all the others were the French Company’s 
trading fhips, more than half manned with Coffrees. 
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tf ever a people were drubbed who won the battle;' 
the Engliffi fquadron, under the command of Sir 
George Pococke, in the Eaft Indies, had that ho- 
nour on the 3d day of Auguft, in the year of our 
Lord 1758. Will a French Officer dare attempt 
againft an Engliffi fquadron, what an Engliffi Offi- 
cer, in fimilar circumftances, would not attempt 
againft a French one ? I will not believe it^ I have 
known many naval officers on fervice in the Eaft 
Indigs, but never was acquainted with one of them, 
who, had he had the honour to have commanded 
one of the King of England’s fixty gun fhips, man- 
ned with two hundred Engliffi Teamen; and three 
hundred Lafcars, Coffrees, and other natives of 
Afia, that would have declined coming to aiftion 
with the beft French (hip of war that ever appeared 
in thofe Teas. I am not an advocate for ufing fo- 
reigners to man the royal navy •, but if Engliffimen 
are not to be had in thofe diftant regions, to full 
man the fhips in time of war,-the alternative is not 
a bad one. Nor will any. Engliffi Admiral 
hefitate to ftrengthen his fquadron with the Com- 
pany’s ffiips of war, conftrudled, armed, and man- 
end, as above mentioned.* 

u The Author has, fince the writing of this Letter, been employ- 
ed to man and command two forty-four gun fhips, to reinforce 
the King’s fquadron under Sir Edward Vernon, and that officer 
expreffed great pleafure at receiving fuch affiftance, though the fhips 
were manned half and half, as above mentioned. 

r 
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' As I propofe to have two of thofe. fliips built 
every year at Bombay, in times of peace, and more 
than that number will not be wanting to guard the 
Malabar, the two firft built (hips mud prepare to 
quit the coaft, as foon as the others are ready to 
fupply their places. In time of peace, the Com- 
pany will neither want, nor can well afford, to 
keep above two {hips of fuch force in commiflion. 
It muft, therefore, be fo managed, that at the 
time they are relieved, that very rich and full car- 
goes of Malabar goods, be provided for them ; 
viz. cotton, pepper, fandal-wood, fhark fins, &c. 
with which to go to China, and from thence load 
home to Europe, In the courfe of a few years, a 
very formidable fquadron would be collefted, built 
of the beft wood in the world, to refifl: the heats 
, and damps of the Indian climate. They will fuit 
the Company’s trade for any part of India, except 
Bengal * and if kept in conftant employment, do 
much more fervice for lefs money, than is paid 
now for the freight fliips. The additional men 
which they would require in time of war, would 
not amount to fo much as the difference of freight 
paid for the fliips of individuals. They would 
ferve as convoy for the Company’s other fliips, both 
out and home; would be at all times ready to aug- 
ment the King’s fquadrons, if wanted j and would 
make eight voyages from and to India, inftead of 
four, in lefs time, and at much lefs expence. I 
will, in the courfe of thefe Letters, give a Iketch 
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of what one of thefe fhips would coft the Company, 
and what fervices Ihe would render in the courfe of 
ten years, and what fuch fervice would coft them 
on their prefent plan. 

The Company fhould go on to build, until they 
had eight of thofe fhips to leave India every year* 
that is about one third of their number of fhips ex- 
pected home ; four of thefe fhould be from China, 
and two from Bombay •, the St. Helena and Ben- 
coolen florefhip, and the Madrafs OCtober fhip. 
In time of war, their homeward bound fhips fhould 
rendezvous at St. Helena ; and all thofe which ar- 
rived by the firft of March, fhould fail as the firft: 
divifion, under convoy of three of the fixty gun 
fhips ; the fecond divifion on or before the fifteenth 
of May, with three more of the armed fhips ; and 

the other two ftav to colleCt the remainder of the 

fhips of the feafon, and fail in one or two divifions, 
as might appear beft for the intereft of the Com- 
pany. The China fhips fhould pafs the Straits of 
Sunda, or Malacca, in two divifions, having with 
them two of the armed fhips. And this arrange- 
ment would give fuch fecurity to their trade, that 
nothing could injure it, without diftrefiing the go- 
vernment for fhips for convoy, which they fome- 
times can but ill fpare •, and very often fo late, that 
the homeward bound fhips are obliged to fajl from 
St. Helena without them. 



3 



Digitized by Google 




C *9 8 ) 

For my own part, I own myfelf to be fo fanguine 
in my expectations, that Bengal will be able to 
fupply in a very few years, under your manage- 
ment, the means of fending three or four of thefe 
fhips, from the Malabar coaft to China, richly la- 
den with proper cargoes, to furnifh tea, raw filk, 
and china ware, for their returning cargoes to Eu- 
rope, that I have not a doubt about it. All I afk, 
is honeft men for our managers, good allowance for 
Captains and Officers, and rigid difcipline to keep 
them to their duty. 

Having laid the foundation for a future addi- 
tion of marine force for the ufe of my country, I 
would proceed to the further connecting of our 
Afiatic commerce, but am called afide by that moft 
extraordinary genius, the Author of the Hiftory of 
the Eaft and Weft Indies. 

There is fuch animating defcriptions of people, 
places, and things, in every part of the Abbe’s 
works, that except in the accounts of tranfaCtions 
at which a man has himfelf been prefent, one can 
hardly withhold an implicit belief of every thing he 
fays. Had I not had an intimate knowledge of 
the tranfaCtions that have happened on the conti- 
nent of India, in which the European nations have 
been concerned, for thefe twenty-five years paft, 
and been myfelf, more than once, trading at every 
port, from Surat along the coafts of Malabar and 
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Coromandel to Bengal, as well as in the Gulfs of 
Mocha and Perfia, I fhould not have doubted the 
Abbe’s defcription of them, any more than 1 did 
his account of any other nation, place, or people, 
whom I have never feen or heard of. But when I 
find him ftating fadls falfely, and then arguing on 
them, and drawing conclufions as if they were true, 
I own it raifes in my mind, a kind of involuntary 
feeptifeifm to all hiftorical anecdotes, except they 
(come much better authenticated than many of the 
Abbe’s, which relate to affairs and tranfa&ions in 
|ndia. 

I have heard that Mr. Rqbetffon, the writer of 
the Life of the Emperor Charles V. had fome 
thoughts of writing the Hiftory of the Eaft Indies, 
but dropped it on the Abbe’s Hiftory coming out. 
I am forry for this ; becaufc a work of that kind, 
impartially drawn up, would be univerfally ufeful. 
There are I am certain, authentic documents fuffi- 
cient in Europe, to afeertain every important fadfc 
which need to be known. Nor would fo refpe&a- 
ble an hiftorian be refufed accefs tq them in Portu- 
gal, France, Holland, or England. Shakcfpeare’s 
hiftorical plays, which treat of the wars between 
the Houfes of York and Lancaftcr, contain a better 
Hiftory of England, during the reigns of thp 
Princes of thofc Houfes, than the Abbe’s doth of 
the tranfaftions which have paffed in India fincq 
the year 1740. 

The 
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The Abbe, in the fecond volume and fifth bock 
of his hiftory, as tranflated by Juftamond, deter- 
mines, that it is for the intereft of Europe in gene- 
ral, and each maritime ftate in particular, that a 
brifk trade Ihould be carried on with that part of 
Afia called India ; that it is the caufe of popula- 
tion in a much greater proportion, than it cau/es 
the deftruftion of the human fpecies *, and inftances 
the populoufnefs of the maritime ftates in proof of 
his afiertions. He alfo proves, that by imitating 
the commodities of Afia, induftry hath been great- 
ly increafed in Europe ; and that no part of its 
products enervates or weakens, the conftitutions of 
the Europeans, when confumed in Europe. That 
the trade to Afia increafes the confumption of the 
produce of Europe, and multiplies our employ- 
ments. That finding a vend for a part of the 
wealth of Mexico and Peru, it caufes the mines of 
thofe kingdoms to be wrought with greater fpirit; 
and that European nations, being the carriers of 
the eaft and weftern worlds, benefit extremely from 
the difcovery of, and trade to both : And con- 
cludes, and I think very juftly, that fince the com- 
munication Europe hath kept up with Afia and 
America, its inhabitants are become more nume- 
rous, more civilized, more humane, and infinitely 
richer. In the fame volume and book, page the 
3d, the Abbe feems to lament that the French were 
tedious and flow, and a long time before they 
availed themfelves of their power in India, to at- 
tempt 
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tempt the fubverfion of the Mogul empire. When 
they did attempt it, they fucceeded fofaras to ruin 
for a time, thofe noble provinces, and dcftroy en- 
tirely their own beneficial trade to India, as the Por- 
tugueze had done before them ; and in which per- 
nicious fcheme, I much fear, the Englifh will be 
too apt to follow their example. It is this epidemical 
infatuation for conqueft of which I complain It 
is big with the deftruftion of the Britifh commerce 
to Afia; and which to prevent, I would with plea- 
lure lay down my life, if that would impede its 
progrefs. Had I the great abilities of the Abbe, 
I would paint the miftakes of my countrymen in 
fuch lively colours, that (hould draw their atten- 
tion over to their real and true intercfts ; and warn 
them in time of the ruin, into which they feem to 
be fo blindly precipitating themfelves and their 
country. 

I must quote entire, the next paragraph in the 
fame page of the Abbe's works, becaufe I never 
faW fuch great truths, and fuch grofs miftakes, 
blended together in fo few words. / 

* The Englifh, more prudent, did not attempt 

* to aggrandize themfelves, until they had ftripped 
‘ the French of their acquifitions, and till no rival 
‘ nation could contend with them. The certainty 

* of having none but the natives to contend with, 
i determined them to fall on Bengal. It was the 

* province 
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* province of all India, which afforded mod com-* 
‘ modifies fit for the markets of Afia and Europe, 
f and was likely to confume moll of their manu- 

* fa&ures, and alfo that which their flag could belt 
‘ proteft, having the advantage of great rivers they 

* have conquered ; and they flatter themfelves, 

* they fhall long enjoy the fruit of their viftory.’ 

It is notorious, even from the Abbe’s own His- 
tory, that the Englilh never ftirred out of their fac- 
tories, on the Coromandel coaft, until they faw 
that the fuccefs which the French met with in the 
war which terminated in 1748, had turned their 
heads to conqueft and dominion. The lofs of Ma- 
drafs, and the unfuoctlsful attempt made by Bof- 
cawen on Pondicherry, had weakened the Englilh 
extremely in the Carnatic. The French thought 
the opportunity fair to drive them off the coaft en- 
tirely; and very polfibly they would have fucceeded, 
but for the efforts of the brave Lawrence, and his 
intrepid fcholar in the art of war, Clive. The 
troops of both nations afted as auxiliaries to 
Princes of the country ; and it muff; be admitted, 
that both fides took every opportunity to ftrengthen 
their intereft all over the Deccan ; but neither the 
French or the Englilh, had the moft diftant idea of 
attempting a conqueft of Bengal. When the trou- 
bles commenced in 1756, the French had at Chan- 
dernagore, and their fettiements in that kingdom, 
three times the force that the Englilh had at Cal- 
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Digitized by Google 




( 203 ) 

cutta, and their out factories: It is true that at 
this period, a war was cxpe&ed to break out be- 
tween the two nations in Europe, on account of 
their American difputes : But no idea was formed, 
or could be formed, of a conqueft of Bengal, when 
the injudicious conduit of Drake, the Governor of 
Calcutta, involved the whole fettlcment in ruin, 
and brought on the expulfion of his countrymen. 
This was one of thofe accidents, which unexpeilf 
edly lead the way to moft extraordinary events. 
The Engljlh happened to have in India, and unem- 
ployed, four fhips of the line, commanded by fome 
of the beft officers the nation could ever boaft. A 
Watfon carried the flag, and a Speke commanded 
the flag fhip, which was to lead the way over thofe 
‘ dangerous fands the BrafTes, which feem to forbid 
the entrance of large {hips into the River of Bengal. 
But nature herfelf is fometimes obliged to give way 
to true heroifm. Even one Smith, a pilot, had 
the glorious flame lighted up in his mind. Infpired 
by the intrepid fpirit of Speke, he was induced to 
undertake what, unfupported by fuch a hero, his 
cooler reafon would have deterred him from at- 
tempting. The fhips were carried fafely into the 
fiver ; and the greateft of all Englilh foldiers 
(Clive) landed with a handful of men. He difperfed 
{he millions who oppofed him ; and the Englifla 
flag was again feen to fly in their own little territory. 
Even yet no conqueft of the country was thought 
of. It would lead me too far out of my way, to 
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fay what made it neceffary at length to fubdue if* 
We have it, and, as the Abbe fays, flatter ourfelves 
we fhall keep it ; nor is fuch flattery ill founded, 
if my countrymen are not chained down by inevit* 
able fate, to work out their own undoing. Save 
them, moft gracious God ; I befeech thee, fave them. 
Bury in the overflowings of thy infinite mercy, their 
errors and miftakes. Continue you to us the difin- 
terefted, the generous, the manly, and charitable 
Hajlings ; and recall the avenging demon, parent 
of informers, and father of lies, Claverirg. 

The Abbe declares, that the Englifh having 
ftripped the French of their acquifitions, and hav- 
ing no European nation to contend with, determi* 
ned them to fall on Bengal. There never was an 
aflertion fo void of truth. At the breaking out of 
the war in 1756, the French were foperior in 
power to the Englilh, in every part of India; and 
the Englifh Company had great caufe to fear for 
their pofleflions. But they were fortunate in hav- 
ing fome of the beft officers in the univerfe; men 
whofe intrepidity of foul was equal to any enter- 
prize. Watfon and Clive had diflodged the famous 
pirate Angria, from all his ftrong holds on the 
Malabar, and were fo luckily weak in men, that 
the Company could not hold them : they were, 
therefore, fortunately for us, given up to the Mah- 
rattas, for a fmall confideration. Soon after the 
fquadron had reached the Coromandel, coaft, the 
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troubles commenced in Bengal, from the caufes 
above mentioned. Happily for the Englilh, the 
Subah, a ralh inexperienced young man, judged 
of the fpirit of the whole Englilh nation, from 
what he had feen of the irrefolute behaviour of a 
few ill armed and undifciplined individuals at Fort 
William, and negle&ed to put an end to the war, 
by driving them entirely out of the country. He 
fuffered them to collect together at a place called 
Fulta, about forty miles from Calcutta, and keep 
there in a body, until Watfon and Clive could 
come to their relief. Then their knowledge of the 
country and language, and their juft refentments, 
were of great ufe in the eftabiifhing of their affairs. 
But fo far were they from thinking of making a 
conqueft of Bengal, that I am confident, the Eng- 
lilh would very willingly have compounded with 
the Subah, for leave to refettle their factory on 
the former footing. Clive, who had ftudied the 
nature and genius of the Afiatics, and knew them 
better than any other European ever did, or per- 
haps ever will, foon difcovered, that Surajah ul 
Dowlah was a Prince, on the faith of whofe promi- 
fes no dependence could be placed. This, and the 
news of a warhaving commenced between the French 
and Englifh in Europe, determined the Admiral 
and the General, to didodge the French from their 
fettlement of Chandernagore, and carry the war 
into the heart of the Nabob’s dominions, in order 
the fooner to bring him to reafon. 

The 
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The following ten papes of the Abbe’s fifth 
book, is fuch a rhapfody of extraordinary and 
contradictory aflertions, that I have not penetra- 
tion enough to comprehend what principle it .is 
that he wilhes to inculcate. — The interior parts of 
Hindooflan can, and cannot, be eafily conquered* 
It may, and it may not, be eafily held by Euro- 
peans. — The natives are, and are not, good fol- 
diers. — Their armies are, and are not, formida- 
ble. — In Ihort, it feems to me, that the Author of 
the Hiftory of the Eaft and Weft Indies, poficfles 
a molt fertile and creative imagination, and that his 
principal ftudy is to drefs his ideas up in beautiful 
flowing language, totally regardlefs whether his af- 
* fertions correfpond with, or run counter to each 
other. I have not hitherto been able to dilcover 
from the Abbe’s works, whether he hath perionally 
vifited any particular country, or ftudied the ge- 
nius or character of any particular people in their 
own country. But I am confident he never was in 
Hindooftan : or if he was, he took on hearfay, all 
that he has written on that famous part of the 
world, and might as well have ftaid at home. 
When a writer ufes the dogmatical ftile on fubjeCts 
of which he is matter, truth compenfates for the 
manner in which it is conveyed ; but it is intolera- 
ble when made the vehicle of ignorance, or wilful 
mifreprefentation. The Abbe’s countryman, Ber- 
nier, in his writings, both inftruCls and pleafes. 
He wrote of what he faw, and what he knew j and 

has 
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has left behind him the beft account of Hindooftan 
any where to be met with. 

A neutrality between the European nations 
ih India, whilft they are at war with each other in 
Europe, is too ridiculous an idea to merit Confide- 
fation *, nor can I conceive for what purpofe the 
Abbe introduced it, any more than I can his other 
chimerical idea, of wilhing the ftates of Europe 
might become one great mercantile commonwealth, 
except to Ihew the moderation and humanity of his 
difpoGtion. But I am not ill pleafed to find fo 
learned a man, agreeing fo entirely with me, that 
the military fpirit is deftruCtive of the mercantile; 
and that neglect of firft principles, hath been the 
ruin of both the Portugueze and French trade in 
India; becaufe I hope it will be a ftrong inducement 
to the Englilb to avoid their miftakes, by purfuing 
a different Conduct. 



I am totally indifferent whether the other Eu- 
ropean nations adopt the Abbe’s medium plan of 
conducing their Afiatic trade, by companies with- 
out charters, or by individuals, as their fubje&s 
Ihall lee fit, providing the Englilh nation dot not 
adopt it. He proves, beyond contradiction, that 
the diftance which Europe is placed from India, 

And other difficulties which inevitably arife from 
the nature of the trade, that it is impoflible for in- 
dividuals to carry it on, without injury to the 

country 
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country to which they belong, and ruin to them-* 
felves. That let what European nation foever, at- 
tempt the Indian trade by fmall companies, or in- 
dividuals, they will naturally, and for their own 
fecurity, unite at laft. This the Abbe fays, is the 
opinion and praftice of all the trading nations in 
Europe, who have any communication by fea to 
Afia. Is it not furprifing that the author, after 
having made this appear, by inftancing fuch fadls, 
that no one man can doubt of them, fliould propofe 
to take away the only barrier, which the wifdom 
* of ages hath hitherto been able to invent, to pre- 
vent the evils which the adventurous mercantile in- 
fatuation of individuals would caufe to flow in upon 
us, the exclufive charter ? Individuals, and fmall 
companies, of the fame country, fays the Abbd, 
will ruin one another. All nations by experience, 
have found it to be fo. The remedy was to 
conftitute a company, whofe flock Ihould be.fuffi- 
cient to carry on as much trade to Afia, as the in- 
tereft of the particular nation to which the compa- 
ny belonged, could bear. To prevent individual 
rivals, who had hitherto diftreflfed the company, in- 
jured their country, and ruined themfelves, exclu- 
five charters were granted. What fecurity doth the 
Abbe offer, that the evils will not return, when the 
remedy is taken away ? Is the fpirit of adventure, 
formerly fo confpicuous in individual European 
merchants, now no more ? Until the Abbe proves 
that it is, I hope the Englifh nation will have the 
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'wirdom to conduft her Afiatic trade by the medium 
of one great, chartered, well regulated company. 

4 

Since the difeovery of the paflage by the Cape 
of Good Hope to Afia, no European nation hath 
ever poflefled fuch mercantile advantages as the 
Englifh nation now doth, from the fituatioii of her 
fettlements in India: The well combining and 

conducting of thofe advantages, is what, I think, 
they have hitherto been very inattentive to. The 
trade from India to India, as the Abbe calls it, is 
certainly of national utility, when indulged to free 
merchants, free mariners, and other individuals, 
who have found the way to India •, but it often lan- 
guilhes in their hands in particular parts, to the 
great prejudice of the whole. The profperity of 
of Bengal, is of the higheft national importance to 
Great Britain. It flourilhes or decays, as its ex- 
port trade is well or ill managed. At prefent, the 
exports to the other parts of Afia, is folely in the 
hands of individuals, and they are not competent 
to the good management of it. Inftead of reftric- 
tions, every indulgence fhould be given them ; and 
fome of the branches, the Company fhould them- 
felves attend to* Of thefe branches I have faid 
fortieth ing in the Firfl: Letter. I have yet a great 
deal more to fay oil the fame fubjedt, when it comes 
under conlideration. 
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The French, Danilh, and Portugueze nations, 
trade to India much on the fame terms that the 
Englilh and Dutch n<3w do to China ; they import 
fufficient of the commodities of thatdiftant country, 
to ferve their own internal confumption. The 
French aim at more. They with to fhare with the 
maritime powers, a part of the advantages arifing 
from the re-exportation trade. Nor do I think it 
poffible for thq wit of man, to devife a plan more 
likely to effji$; that purpofe, than that which the 
Abbe propofes. The Dutch fupply all Europe 
with ipices. It is now in the power of the Eng- 
lilh, to fupply all Europe with the commodities 
of Bengal, excepting the nations above mentioned, 
who trade there for themfelvcs : nor would I wiih 
to fee them deprived of that natural priviledge, to 
whidvthey have a right, in times of peace, by the 
laws of God and man. But as one or other of the 
nations of Europe, who trade to India, mull have 
the advantage of fupplying with Afiatic commodi- 
ties, Turkey, Ruflia, the Empire, and many other 
Bates who do not trade by fea to Afia, it is fair, 
juft, ar$ found mercantile policy in the Englilh, 
to feeure, from the lucky circumftances of their 
favourable fixation, thpfe advantages to themfelves. 

. i;> rv i .ir,:- 

Before the conqueft of Bengal by the Englilh, 
all the nations of Europe, who .traded to that king- 
dom, brought fiver to mike good the balance 
againft them. They may, with proper manage- 
f menr, 
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<nent, be forced to bring it again j and bring it 
(hey Ihould, or ftay away. 



There are eftablilhed ftandards for the quality 
and goodnefs of all the articles of merchandize in 
every civilized part of the world, Thofe of Bengal 
are well known, both for the Europe and Afiatic 
markets ; all of which, that can be wrought up to 
thofe ftandards, the natives Ihould find a ready 
fale for, at the Englifii Company's warehoufes in 
Calcutta, and in the provinces * and they Ihould 
fend them to every market in Afia and Europe, 
where there could a vend be found for them. 
What ever you receive for thofe goods, is the 
neat proceeds of their induftry. Would you 
wifh a richer mine of real wealth ? iNot all 
thofe poflefled by the Spaniards, from Califor- 
nia to the Straits of Maghellan, oh one fide of 
the great American continent, or by the Spaniards 
and Portugueze, from the Gulf of Mexico to Cape 
Horn, on the other, is a millioneth part fo valua- 
ble. In working their mines, they depopulate whole 
regions, and debafe human nature below the brute 
creation. In working of yours, you multiply the 
human race, and give to millions a tafte of liberty 
and independence. Make freedom flourifh, where, 
until your arrival, the word was not underitood. 
And in doing this, you, at the fame time, raile 
your nation to a higher degree pf opulence, than 
O % any 
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any other people hath hitherto experienced on the 
face of the earth. Two millions of Bengal goods, 
imported into the River of London, produces fifty 
times the national utility, that ten millions of fil- 
ver, brought home by the Spanifh galleons to Ca- 
diz, doth to Spain. 

Navigation and trade is the proper motto to 
the arms of Britainnia ; a bale of cloth, and a hogf- 
head of fugar, her fupporters; wool, raw-filk, 
pepper, calicoes, and tobacco, (hine bright in the 
quarters ; a code of her own jurifprudence, and a 
bag of wheat, make her a foft cufhion } and a line 
of battle (hip, the mod glorious creft in the uni- 
verfe. 

It is abfolutely an aft of madnefs, the keeping 
up fuch military eftabliftiments, as the Engliih 
now do on the Malabar and Coromandel coaft. 
They continually diftrefs the Company ; and the 
more you conquer, the more will that diftrefs in- 
creafe. To continue always armed, becaufe you 
may at fome future time poflibly be attacked, is 
weakening yourfelves, wliilft your enemy grows 
ftronger by being at peace. 

Before the war which commenced in 1756, 
Bombay, and the Company’s other fettlements on 
the Malabar coaft, bore their own expences, and 
tranfmitted to Europe, a very confiderable balance. 
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Some years it amounted to an entire cargo of pep- 
per. At prefent, they coft the Company im- 
menfefums annually. In fliort, there is no kind 
of economy ; for as the Bombay fervants have only 
to draw on Bengal for fupplies, and the Company 
order they lhould be fupplied, without caring what 
they do with the money, how can it be otherwife ? 
Js there a Direftor in Leadenhall-Street, who knows 
that Mr. Haftings, fince his accefiion to the go- 
vernment of Bengal, has fupported their other fet- 
tlements in India, with above a million fterling, 
and that moftly in calh ? They never attended to 
this, nor to his reprefentation, that fuch heavy 
drains, made conftantly in ready money, or by 
bill, rpuft in the end be deftruflive to Bengal. Do 
they know, that he has paid off a heavy debt of a 
million and a half more, which he found due on 
bond on his coming to their chair f Do they 
know, that from Bengal he has fupplied them in 
Europe, with more than fufficient to pay off all their 
debts ?t home, although it amounted to near three 
millions, when he took their affairs in hand ? 
And laftly, do they know, that there is at this 
moment, March the 25th, 1 777, more than one 
million and a half fterling in their Bengal treafury ? 
If they know all thi% will they be fo candid as to 
inform the public, on what principles the majority 
afted, when, in May 1776, after the Ihips of the 
feafon were difpatched, they voted an addrefs to 
the King, to recall Mr. Haftings from his govern- 
ment ? 
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meet i Hitherto we know not at Bengal, the up- 
Ihot of that moft iniquitous proceeding. I ufe 
that harfh appellation, becaufe the meafure de- 
ferved it. I call upon them in this public manner, 
to prove one fingle a<5t of peculation, or mal-ad- 
miniftration, on this great Englifh Viceroy. Will 
they not hide their heads with fhame and difgrace, 
when the whole nation (hall know, that in the 
courfe of thirty months, which has elapfed fince 
the felfilh, brutal Clavering has been here, though 
he has had every villain in the country, both Euro- 
peans and natives, in his fervice, to fuborn evi- 
dence, and invent ftories, againfl the Governor 
General, that not one of the numerous charges, 
fent home by Clavering and his party, hath beeq 
proved againfl him in Afia or in Europe ? 

In the moft folemn manner I declare, (and 1 fign 
my name to this paper, which the printer may (hew 
to whom he pleafes,) that I do believe, that in no 
period of time, did a ftronger inftance appear, 
which confirmed the maxim, that innocence alone, 
is fufficient fupport to a man in every fituation of 
life, (if he does not defert himfelf,) than what has 
happened to Mr. Haftings in Bengal. 



■V 



A word or two more with the Abbe Reynal, 
fhall clofe this Letter. Who is it that does not fee 
the fecret drift of that laborious and, as it relates 



to Great Britain, inflammatory produftion ? Ac- 
cording 
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Cording to the Abbe’s account, England is a 
haughty and unjuft rival to France, a falfe friend 
to Holland, a fecret enemy to Spain, and a tyrant 
over Portugal. “ Are the Portugueze to be com- 
**, pared to thefe Upftarts, whofe heads are turned 
“ by the embarraflfment which their newly acquired 
“ riches occafion The laft lines are in the Abbe’s 
own words, as Juftamond has tranflated them. 
They are to he found in book the ninth, page 527, 
of the fecond Volume, I hate quotation of all kinds, 
and therefore muft refer the reader to the whole 
work; in the.pccufal of which, if he doth not dif- 
cover, that the principal view:of the writer, is to 
inflame the. great trading ftates in Europe againft 
the Englilh, nation, J am extremely miftaken. If 
the States GeneralScould be brought to join the fa- 
mily compaft,. it is* not unlikely, but a confederate 
war might be entered into by the four above men- 
tioned powers againft Great Britain. Such a com- 
bination would certainly not be a defirable one j 
but I fee not that it is to be feared. It would have 
one good effect j it would unite us among our- 
felves, and then we fbould have little to dread 
from fuch a war. Paflion and prejudice would not 
be fufficient to permit fuch a confederacy to draw 
together long, whofe real interefts are fo different. 
If the Dutch and Portugueze are fo infatuated, a9 
not todifcover at firft, the fecret defigns of France,, 
the capricious impatience of that volatile nation,, 
will fopn open their eyes. The Abba has takers 

great 
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great care to (hew his countrymen, that the other 
fourftates have fhared them almoft entirely out in 
the eaftern and weftern world ; and that the molt 
likely way for them to force themfelves in for a 
better portion of the mercantile plumb-cake, is to 
inflame the minds of the Dutch* Spaniards, and 
Portugueze, againft what he calls the rapacious 
greedinefs of the Englilh, and thereby to fet them 
all together by the years, that they may run away 
with great part of the fpoil. The Abbe fays there 
are circumftances and events, which, when well 
attended to, plainly foretel the great revolutions in 
ftates and governments j and he infinuafes clearly 
enough, that he forefees the decline of the Britilh 
empire. He gives the Englifh fome good advice, 
but then would wilh it to be underftood to mean, 
that it is now too late for them to follow it. I re- 
member a countryman of the Abbe’s, who, after 
the capture of Mahon, by the Duke de Richlieu, in 
the laft war, applied the delenda eft Carthago to 
Great Britain, as dogmatically and unprophetically, 
as the Abbe himfelf could do. His countrymen can 
intrigue, drefs a wig, walk a minuet, and fight for 
half an hour, as well as any men upon earth ; but 
then they have no bottom. Set their blood a run- 
ning, and they run alfo. Old John ever hath, and 
ever will drub them. If Strut and Frog, and Tom 
the Duftman, interpofe, to fave Baboon from the 
cudgelling his reftlefs petulance may give him a 
juft title to expedt, they will have to thank them-* 

felves 
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fclves for their folly, if, in the fray,they get a broken 
pate, as Strut lately did, over which, to this hour, 
he wears a black patch. It may heal, if it is left 
to nature and to time. But if fuch ftate empirics 
as the Abbe, will be tampering, teizing, and fret- 
ting the part, and Bull, in hisjuftly roufed rage,^ 
fliould give them another butt, and knock the Ha- 
vannah againft Carthagena, or Mexico againft Pe- 
ru, or fink the whole in the great gulf of the Bri- 
tilh empire, of which the Abbe tells fuch difrnal 
ftories, who in the name of goodnefs will be able 
to prevent it ? Not Louis, take my word for it. 
He will, in the day of trial, keep aloof from dan- 
ger, as his well known and detefted anceftor did, 
In the former naval wars, which he fomented be- 
tween the maritime ftatcs, when the Britifh diadem 
was fullied by the filthy brows of a libertine 

Stuart. 

1 

If the Abbe’s Hiftory of the Indies, was to be 
tranflated into all the languages and dialedts, which 
are fpoken, and have been fpoken, by the different 
people of whom he writes, from the days of the 
great Columbus to the prefent times, and fome 
knowing and judicious men of each nation and 
community, were to ftrip him of all the falfe fadts, 
and confequently falfe reafoning, eftabliftiecf*on 
them, which related to their own particular ftate or 
community, to what a fnug little pocket companion 
would his voluminous works be reduced. 1 know 

P • he 
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he is wrong in a great number of the fa£b, he fo 
dogmatically relates of the affairs tranfaded in the 
Eaft Indies, and that lefiens my confidence in him, 
when I read his account of other people, and other 
nations, of whom I know nothing. Yet fo indo- 
lent and indifferent are mankind in general, as to 
matters which do not relate immediately to them- 
felves, or their friends, that they fwallow with great 
avidity, every flory that is conveyed to them in 
fuch harmonious and correct language, in which, I 
am told, the original is written. If Mr*. Haftings 
lives, I hope an honeft hiftory of Hindoqftan from 
his pen. If not, furely there are in the nation, 
men of honour and abilities, who have public fpi- 
rit enough to fearch the national and Company’s re- 
cords, and apply to numbers of men yet alive, and 
from them colled materials fufficient to refute the 
hafty and undigefled affertionsof this French Abbe. 
Were I as equal to the talk as many men I know, 
who have ferved their country in India, I fhould 
think it indifpenfably my duty, as an Englishman, 
to undertake it. Impotent as I am, and weak in 
learning and natural abilities, I will, from time to 
time, bring to the tefi: fome of the Abbe’s miftakes, 
in the courfe of thefe Letters, and that is all I can 




THE 




til. 





'V 




Digitized by Google 




Digitized by Google 




Digitized by Google 




Digitized by Googi 



Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 




